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Japan, China Experts Discuss Security,

Economy, Cooperation at Annual Tokyo-Beijing

Forum
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Ichiro Ohar
Former Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda delivers a keynote speech at the 19th Tokyo-Beijing Forum in Beijing
on Thursday.

' By Shotaro Demizu / Yomiuri Shimbun Correspondent
® 20:00JST, October 19, 2023

BEIJING — An annual Japan-China forum on security, the economy and other issues between

the neighbors began Thursday in the Chinese capital.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida sent a message to a dinner event Wednesday related to the 19th

Tokyo-Beijing Forum.

“Dialogue with China, which has an important responsibility for peace and prosperity in this

region, is extremely crucial,” Kishida said.

During Thursday’s opening ceremony, the foreign ministers of Japan and China contributed

video messages.

“Facing issues squarely and engaging in frank dialogue will lead Japan and China to build
constructive and stable relations,” Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa said.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi called for “tireless efforts to build up China-Japan relations
that can meet the demands of the new era.”

About 100 experts from Japan and China, including media, are participating in the forum.

“Cooperation for world peace is a shared responsibility between China and Japan,” said former
Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda in a keynote speech.

Fukuda is a key adviser of the forum organized by The Genron NPO, a Japanese think tank, and

China International Communications Group.

The two-day forum is expected to end with a joint statement issued Friday.
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Tokyo-Beijing Forum Begins in Beijing; 100
Experts to Discuss Bilateral Issues
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The Yomiuri Shimbun
The 19th Tokyo-Beijing Forum in Beijing on Thursday

P’ The Yomiuri Shimbun
® 13:17 JST, October 19, 2023

About 100 experts and members of the media from Japan and China gathered in Beijing for the
19th Tokyo-Beijing Forum on Thursday to discuss issues between the two countries.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, who sent a message to a dinner event on Wednesday prior to the
start of the forum, said: “Dialogue with China, which has an important responsibility for peace
and prosperity in this region, is extremely important.”

The two-day forum is organized by The Genron NPO and China International Communications
Group.
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Tokyo-Beijing Forum Reaffirms Significance of
Japan-China Treaty; Nuclear Non-Proliferation,
Treated Water Release Both Discussed
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Ichiro Ohara / The Yomiuri Shimbun
Japanese Ambassador to China Hideo Tarumi delivers a speech at the 19th Tokyo-Beijing Forum
in Beijing on Friday.

P’ By Shotaro Demizu / Yomiuri Shimbun Correspondent
® 13:13JST, October 21, 2023

BEIJING — The 19th Tokyo-Beijing Forum on Friday released a joint declaration saying that
they reaffirmed the significance of the Treaty of Peace and Friendship between Japan and
China, ahead of the 45th anniversary of the treaty coming into effect on Monday.

The forum, which was held in Beijing and organized by the Genron NPO and the China
International Communications Group, ended Friday. The declaration called on the Japanese and
Chinese governments to resume inter-governmental dialogue. With the nuclear threat posed by
Russia, which continues its aggression toward Ukraine, and North Korea’s nuclear
development program in mind, the declaration stipulates that the forum will work on nuclear
non-proliferation.

With regard to the release of treated water from the Fukushima No.1 nuclear power plant into
the ocean, the declaration said that the concerns should be sincerely addressed.



At a plenary session on Friday, Japanese Ambassador to China Hideo Tarumi delivered a
speech, saying that the Japanese Embassy in China still received about 15,000 nuisance calls
every day in response to the water discharge. “The deterioration of public sentiments toward
each other’s country makes it difficult to pave the way for a constructive relationship between
the two countries.”

Chinese Ambassador to Japan Wu Jianghao repeated the Chinese government’s position on the
matter in his video message, using the expression “nuclear-contaminated water.”

Neither ambassadors mentioned the fact that Chinese authorities had formally arrested a
Japanese employee of Japanese drugmaker Astellas Pharma Inc. At a press conference after the
forum, there was a question about China’s obscure legal system. In response, a Chinese
attendee countered that such Japanese people were quite rare and that Japanese should not be
worried about coming to China.

This year’s forum was the first in-person meeting in four years and about 100 people, including
experts and reporters from both countries, participated. They discussed such themes as
economy and security. Next year’s forum will be held in Tokyo.
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China and Japan experts seek dialogue
ahead of anniversary
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BEIJING - About 100 experts from China and Japan have urged the

neighbors to put bilateral dialogue back on track.

The experts participated in a two-day forum ahead of Monday's 45th
anniversary of a bilateral treaty of peace and friendship and urged in a
concluding joint statement that the two Asian neighbors work together

to ensure peace and security in the region.

It also called on them to deal with concerns stemming from the release
of treated radioactive water from the crippled Fukushima nuclear

power plant into the sea, which began in late August.

In the wake of the Fukushima water release, the Chinese government,
which opposes the discharge, banned all seafood imports from Japan.
A large number of harassing calls believed to have originated in China
were also made to many places in Japan as well as Japan-related

facilities in China.

Japan's Ambassador to China Hideo Tarumi said in a speech at the
forum that the embassy still receives around 15,000 harassing calls
every day and stressed the need to settle bilateral rows by regaining
mutual trust and holding dialogue at various levels, including summit

talks.

Chinese Ambassador to Japan Wu Jianghao said in a video message
that the two countries need to immediately "stop the worsening trend"
of their relations and "appropriately manage" confrontations and
differences in order to stabilize them.

The annual talks were held in person for the first time in four years due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, but the gathering was overshadowed by

confirmation on Thursday that Chinese authorities formally arrested a

Japanese businessman over espionage allegations.

Yasushi Kudo, head of the Japanese nonprofit think tank Genron NPO,
which co-organized the forum, said at the event that Chinese people
are unaware that many Japanese nationals are wary of visiting China
for fear of being detained. "Such a situation needs to be changed," he

added.
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China formally arrests Japanese man
detained for espionage: sources
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October 19, 2023 (Mainichi Japan)

. (Kyodo) -- Chinese authorities have formally
' - - w R & arrested a Japanese businessman detained earlier
this year on suspicion of espionage. the Japanese
government said Thursday. despite its repeated calls

to release him.

Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu

A Chinese soldier stands guard outside the
Great Hall of the People after the opening
ceremony of The Third Belt and Road Forum at
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, on Oct
18, 2023. (AP)

Matsuno told a press conference that the
government confirmed the arrest in mid-October of
the man in his 50s, saying Tokyo will continue to

urge Beijing to release him as soon as possible by working "at various levels."

The man is an employee of Japanese drugmaker Astellas Pharma Inc. and has been
detained by Chinese authorities in Beijing since March. China told Japan last month

the man had been placed in criminal detention -- a step leading to official arrest.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning said at a press conference, "We
will handle the case in accordance with law and protect the lawful rights and interests

of the person concerned."

An Astellas Pharma official told Kyodo News the company will "continue to deal

appropriately with the situation through the (Japanese) Foreign Ministry."

The arrest comes as relations between the two Asian neighbors remain strained
following the start in late August of Japan's discharge of treated radioactive water from

the crippled Fukushima nuclear power plant into the sea.

The Japanese citizen, who formerly served as a senior official of the Japanese Chamber
of Commerce and Industry in China. was detained just before his scheduled return to
Japan. The specific details of how he may have violated the counterespionage law and

criminal code in China remain unknown.

On July 1. a revised counterespionage law took effect in China, broadening the scope
of what constitutes spying activities. As the definition of national security remains
unclear. the legislation has raised fears among expatriate and foreign business

communities.

The news of the Astellas employee's formal arrest disappointed some Japanese

participants at a two-day forum on bilateral relations held in Beijing through Friday.

Yasushi Kudo, head of Japanese nonprofit think tank Genron NPO, urged China to
explain the reason for the arrest. saying fears are spreading among Japanese nationals
living in China. The entity is a co-organizer of the event attended by experts of the two

countries.

A Japanese researcher who took part in the forum expected that the number of visitors
from Japan to China will further drop due to the incident, while a senior Japanese
banker said the amended counterespionage law has had "a major negative impact" on

the business sector's efforts to deepen exchanges with China.

Since China's counterespionage law first came into force in November 2014, 17
Japanese citizens including the Astellas employee have been detained for alleged
involvement in spying activities. Five are still being held. according to the Japanese

gO\'Cl‘l].lllCllf.



VOVchanel 2023410 H 20 H ~ 1t F 20 FEBGEF

Y- HANOI v W % ZFE Q
' WORLD

A b F LD RGN - [HEREGE

COVIDI9IcBH ¥ 2 i XFAT HEOEN==—2 HROBEEE= 2 -2 Y7 xR b FORREOSE N7 AEY AT O

< b F LD REFAEEFTEIA XV TAL RREPEORT IEAT b MAKE IN VIETNAM {-Zo& eFA RFFLDWFEE = #®#l-f

FmAR—Y | Za—2R

Hrh#E 7 + — 7 L WEOIMHED €T A 2
vt — Jbit
(D S 0HEE

(VOVWORLD) - 2D I A —3S Ald. BRORHEEE Si&NPOI 2EN. BHME
EDOR#HESZRBVWTEFHVWTVWSEDT,. 19HFEDER - ERTHEHHINE
Uiz,

BAREGDEOR#HESHEED

- BEF BT B T4 —SLNE
| sTEsn. HIBMEAENE
| ARy —TT. HEEER

IRIEEHUEFI =D U,
fEDEERMNEE. EREHE
EE—RFECT==DUIEKDK
HiRERESH < BARDMIGE T
AdIUEUE.

CDHIA—SAFK BRDOER
& [E3®NPO] IEM, Brh
mEOE#HESZBVOTEEH
(BR:014%5-) WTWBEDT. 198HEDE
£ - dtRTEMELUZ.

£ETE. BEOMEDETAAYEZ—HBNAESN. OS5 HIINEAER MR7E. @E
HEETIFBELBRZEVRKAN. COEDIREETTE, BRERQMEEBER TV ZENE
SN DRENREFEARDIBECDRND] &N, WEERRI DIEEEZFIFEUE.

—7%. REOFFIMEE BT, BERGREEETEHRUVVARICERLTWS] &ilRESX
T. BEEBEFHESFRCIETDIWEKOMEBCEERBRELREZH S DAARDMGZ T A
LELE.

TA—SAICE. FARIBAEGEETAYT—2ZFE [SOEREEELNRAGRIUCH
0. EDOXRERICED K BHTHMZERRFZEE. R{ELTEI3NDFBERERCZ> TSI
EERUEDSAT o0 SR (CEEBREXZIF DFE & DOMEEFBH TASBRE]
EBRALFELR.  (NHK)



