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“Freedom” and “democracy,” the two norms 

that have supported the world order since 

the end of World War II, are facing severe 

challenges. Depending on the results of 

upcoming elections in Europe and the 

actions of the U.S. president, not only will 

a liberal international system and 

international cooperation based on 

multilateralism run into major obstacles, 

but democracy itself may be greatly 

undermined in different countries around 

the world. 

  

We at The Genron NPO decided to set up 

the permanent Tokyo Conference instead 

of a one-time global thinktank meeting as 

initially planned because it appears the 

various developments that are 

destabilizing the world order are taking 

place rapidly. 

  

The Tokyo Conference is a Japan-based 

platform for debate with the purpose of 

voicing opinions based on discussions of 

global issues among representatives of 

global thinktanks and Japanese experts, 

and presenting the results of the 

discussions to meetings of world leaders 

and international organizations. Senior 

representatives of thinktanks from the 

Group of Seven nations — Canada, France, 

Germany, Italy, Japan, the United 

Kingdom and the United States — as well 

as Brazil, India and Indonesia gathered in 

Tokyo because they shared a common 

sense of crisis over the destabilizing 

international order. 

  

The international norms of freedom and 

democracy that supported the world’s 

international order are collapsing, while 

populism and anti-foreignism are 

strengthening. How should we protect 

these norms, and how should we adjust 

globalization in the context of nationalism 

and democracy? We conducted intense 

discussions for three days and brought the 

results of the talks to the Japanese 

government as well as to the government of 

Italy, the chair of this year’s G-7 summit. 

  

That globally influential thinktanks 

sharing the common values of freedom and 

democracy gathered in Tokyo to cooperate 

when the world is at such a critical 

juncture is a highly significant endeavor. 

Our emergency appeal from Tokyo had 

been made public and transmitted to the 

world. 

  

This publication recorded the entire debate 

that took place during the three-day 

conference. Please take a moment to read 

the message to the global community from 

the intellectuals who have attempted to 

tackle global problems head-on in this 

destabilizing world. We sincerely hope that 

our efforts will serve as a starting point at 

least to alleviate the concerns that face the 

international system and democracy. 
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Preface 

   

Yasushi Kudo 
President,  
The Genron NPO 

On the launch of the Tokyo Conference 
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About  

The Tokyo Conference 

   

Tokyo Conference 2017 

成果と概要 

          In March 2017, The Genron NPO launched the Tokyo Conference as a Tokyo-based 

platform for dialogue between representatives of leading thinktanks from 10 major 

countries that share “democracy” and “individual freedom” as universal values gather to 

discuss the future of democracy and the international order, as well as diverse global 

issues, at a time when the world is transforming rapidly. 

 

          The Tokyo Conference is designed to deliver the agreements or proposals resulting 

from the discussions at its open forum and closed sessions to the chair of the Group of 

Seven summit and the Japanese government as its joint message to the G-7. The 

contents of the discussions or the proposals are made to be broadly publicized in 

Japanese and English in Japan and abroad. We are plan to organize the Tokyo 

Conference as an annual forum for dialogue on a regular basis, and at the same time, we 

aim to develop the forum into a multilateral conference with stronger communicative 

power that can influence the world. 

 

March 3 (Fri.)                                     
2:30pm – 5:45pm Closed Session 1  
 The Future of Liberal Democracy and the International Order  

  - Challenges Facing Freedom and Democracy in the World Today - 

  

6:30pm – 8:30pm Panelist Welcome Dinner 

 

March 4 (Sat.)   
9:30pm – 12:00pm  Closed Session 2 
                What Common Norms We Should Preserve  

                 - The Proposal for the G-7 Summit - 

 

1:30pm – 6:00pm  “The Tokyo Conference” Public Forum       

    -The Future of Liberal Democracy and the World-         

1:30pm – 1:45pm Opening Remarks: Yasushi Kudo, President of The Genron NPO 
1:45pm – 3:30pm Session 1  “Populism and the Future of Democracy” 

3:45pm – 5:20pm Session 2  “Globalization and the Future of International System”  

 5:25pm – 5:35pm  Message to the 2017 G-7 Summit in Italy 

 5:35pm – 5:55pm Special Remarks: Minister for Foreign Affairs Fumio Kishida  

 5:55pm – 6:00pm Closing Remarks 

 

6:20pm – 8:00pm Reception  

 

March 5 (Sun.)   
9:30pm – 11:30pm  Closed Session 3 
 How to Preserve the Universal Values of Freedom and Democracy 

 
Date: March 3 (Fri.),4 (Sat.), and 5 (Sun.) 2017 

Location: United Nations University, Tokyo (5-53-70  Jingumae, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo)  

Schedule 
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About  

The Tokyo Conference 

   

成果と概要 

The Tokyo Conference in Numbers 
More than 300 people participated in the open session of the Tokyo Conference, including 

government officials, embassy personnel, researchers and business executives, among 

others. The discussions were broadcasted live online. 

 

In addition, the inauguration of the Tokyo Conference was covered by numerous media 

organizations, such as TV stations and national newspapers. In these media, the forum 

was referred to as “a platform for private-sector thinktanks to reconfirm the significance 

of democracy and individual freedom as universal values that should be shared, and as a 

venue for them to discuss how to address in earnest the ongoing changes in the world”, 

and the discussions at the forum were broadly reported or broadcasted. Moreover, 

interviews of some of the representatives of the participating thinktanks were taken up 

in the opinion section of  leading vernacular newspapers. The Tokyo Conference thus 

contributed largely to the creation of a new platform for dialogue on global issues in 

Japan.  

Numbers of  

Participants 

 Open Session: 350  people 

 Reception: 80 people 

Numbers of  

Media Coverage 

 Online: 14 

 National newspaper/ 

    news agency: 10 

 TV: 1 

Message to the G-7 Summit in Italy 
The Tokyo Conference 2017 was convened for three consecutive days, consisting of an 

open forum and three closed sessions to discuss matters related to democracy and 

individual freedom, as well as global issues that the world face today. At the end of the 

open forum, the “Message to the G-7 Summit in Italy” was issued as the roundup of the 

discussions at the conference. The message was handed to Japanese Foreign Minister 

Fumio Kishida as the representative of the Japanese government and Italian 

Ambassador to Japan Domenico Giorgi as the representative of the Italian government, 

which chairs the G-7 annual summit in 2017. Upon receiving the joint message, Foreign 

Minister Kishida delivered a special lecture at the close of the Tokyo Conference.  

 

Numbers of Participants 

 Open Session: 350 people 

 Reception: 80 people 

Numbers of Media Coverage 

 Online: 14 

 National newspaper/ 

    news agency: 10 

 TV: 1 
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Message to the G-7 Summit in Italy  

Tokyo Conference 2017 

Representatives of the leading thinktanks from the 10 countries that comprise the Group 

of Seven - the United States, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, and the United 

Kingdom - as well as India, Brazil and Indonesia, gathered in Tokyo on March 4 to 

launch the Tokyo Conference. 

 

The world's representative thinktanks were prompted to meet in Tokyo out of a sense of 

crisis that individual freedom, democracy and the rule of law, the fundamental values 

that have underpinned the international order since the end of World War II, face major 

difficulties today and that the world is growing increasingly unstable.  

 

In the United States, a new administration has been inaugurated, while major elections 

are coming in Europe. At this critical juncture, we consider it imperative for the 

thinktanks in the 10 major states that share the common values of individual freedom 

and democracy to work together to preserve and protect these values. 

 

In the last two days, we had serious discussions and shared common perceptions on 

many issues. One is the contemporary significance of individual freedom and democracy 

as universal norms. The world's economy is becoming increasingly interdependent, and 

we are sharing both the benefits and challenges, including the issue of resource 

constraints and technological development. 

 

These universal norms are assets for humankind, and are indispensable if individual 

freedom is to be protected and the benefits are to reach all peoples of the world. Another 

is the importance of having an appropriate balance between domestic interests and 

international commitments. 

 

The chair's conclusion based on our discussion is that the G-7 summit due to Italy in May 

should deliver a strong and effective message to the world, and serve as an engine to 

drive the task of solving various global agendas and of preserving our universal values, 

and respect of the role of law and international norms, including U.N. treaties and 

resolutions. It is also imperative to fight against terrorism. 

 

Needless to say, it is difficult to rely solely on governments to sustain the universal 

norms. Elites and the media should work with fellow citizens to confront the challenges 

facing individual freedom and democracy, and should start serious discussions on how to 

address the crisis. All the thinktanks from the 10 major democracies, which gathered in 

Tokyo, have agreed to engage in the discussion according to the statute of respective 

institution. 

 

March 4, 2017 

宣言文 
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From such a standpoint, the following five points were highlighted. 

 

First, the G-7 member states should reconfirm the contemporary significance of 

individual freedom, democracy and the rule of law as the universal values humankind 

has realized, and at the same time, they should work together to overcome the challenges 

and protect and develop these values. Also, the G-7 states should preserve the framework 

of international cooperation based on multilateralism, and proactively sustain the roles 

by the United Nations and various international organizations to maintain the long-

established international order. 

 

Second, the G-7 states should demonstrate their firm resolve to firmly maintain the free-

trade system and to counter all forms of protectionism by acknowledging the fact that 

protectionist moves are beginning to have a negative impact on the world economy and 

the international order. 

 

Third, the G-7 states should promote fiscal, monetary and structural policy measures in 

a comprehensive manner in order for globalization to advance steadily under the 

international order, and to contribute to the inclusive development and benefits of the 

entire world. At the same time, they should work to boost the resiliency of their 

respective economic systems in a manner to respond to the structural adjustments of 

economies and sophistication of industrial structures. 

 

Fourth, migration should be dealt with as a high-priority issue for the restoration of a 

stable and sustainable international order, and the G-7 states must join hands to tackle 

the issue. To this end, they should strive to attain the goal set by the U.N.-promoted 

third-country resettlement program, extend aid to nations and communities taking in 

refugees, step up measures to address the root causes of the issue and support private-

sector endeavors. 

 

Fifth and finally, the G-7 states should recognize the importance of resilience of 

democracy, in order to maintain an open international economic system, to cope with 

excessive frictions to abide by the rules of the system, and to achieve an appropriate 

balance with national interests. The efforts of the governments to observe the norms and 

address the challenges in earnest should be supported and bolstered broadly by civil 

society. 

 

March 4, 2017 

The Tokyo Conference 

宣言文 
 
 

7 



8 

   

レイアウトテスト 

List of Member Thinktanks  

Tokyo Conference 2017 

10 International Thinktanks Participated 
 in the Tokyo Conference 2017 

Canada 

Center for International Governance and 

Innovation (CIGI) 

 

Indonesia 

Center for Strategic and International 

Studies (CSIS) 

France 

French Institute of International Relations 

(IFIR) 

 

Japan 

The Genron NPO 

 

 

The United States of America 

Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 
 

海外シンクタン
ク名前・ロゴ
ページ 

Germany 

German Institute for International and 

Security  Affairs (SWP) 

 

India 

Observer Research Foundation (ORF) 

 

Italy 

Institute of International Affairs (IAI) 

 

United Kingdom 

Chatham House / The Royal Institute of 

International Affairs 

Brazil 

Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV) 
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List of Participants (Thinktanks)   

Japan 
Yasushi KUDO/ President, The Genron NPO  
Yasushi Kudo is the founder and president of the Genron NPO since its establishment in 2001. In 2005, he 
launched annual civil dialogue (“Tokyo-Beijing Forum”) and joint opinion poll between Japan and China, which 
have been conducted over the 12 years since then. In 2013, he newly launched a dialogue, the Japan-Korea 
Future Dialogue, between Japan and Korea and has conducted a comparative opinion poll on impression of 
each other’s country. From 2012, Mr. Kudo has served as Japanese delegation of the Council of Councils, an 
international thinktank network initiated by the Council on Foreign Relations. “The Asia Forum of Opinion 
Leaders” has also been established as a venue for open and free debate for intellectuals in Japan and Southeast 
Asian countries to jointly identify common challenges, and advocate solutions to them, while collaborating to 
bolster democracy and address challenges to democracy.  

 
The United States of America 
James M. LINDSAY / Senior Vice President, Council on Foreign Relations (CFR)  
James M. Lindsay is senior vice president, director of studies, and Maurice R. Greenberg chair at the Council on 
Foreign Relations (CFR). He is a leading authority on the American foreign-policymaking process and the 
domestic politics of American foreign policy. From 2006 to 2009, he was the inaugural director of the Robert S. 
Strauss Center for International Security and Law at the University of Texas at Austin. From 2003 to 2006, he 
was vice president, director of studies, and Maurice R. Greenberg chair at CFR. He has written widely on various 
aspects of American foreign policy, American government, and international relations.  

CFR is an independent, nonpartisan membership organization, thinktank, and publisher dedicated to being 

a resource for its members, government officials, business executives, journalists, educators and students, 
civic and religious leaders, and other interested citizens in order to help them better understand the world 
and the foreign policy choices facing the United States and other countries since 1921. 

 
United Kingdom 
John NILSSON-WRIGHT/ Senior Research Fellow, Asia Programme, Chatham House  
John Nilsson-Wright is senior research fellow for Northeast Asia with the Asia Programme at Chatham House, 
senior university lecturer in Japanese Politics and International Relations at Cambridge University and an 
official fellow of Darwin College, Cambridge. He was head of the Chatham House Asia Programme from March 
2014 until October 2016. He has a BA in Politics, Philosophy and Economics (PPE) from Christ Church, Oxford; 
an MA in International Relations and East Asian Studies from SAIS, Johns Hopkins; and a DPhil in International 
Relations from St Antony’s, Oxford. He comments regularly for the global media on the international relations 
of East Asia, with particular reference to Japan and the Korean peninsula. He has been a visiting fellow at 
Tohoku University, Yonsei University and Seoul National University, a member of the World Economic Forum’s 
(WEF) Global Agenda Council (GAC) on Korea and is a director of the UK-Japan 21st Century Group. He has 
testified on East Asian affairs to the House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee, is a member of the editorial 
board of Global Asia and is a founding member of the European Japan Advanced Research Network (EJARN). 

Chatham House, the Royal Institute of International Affairs, founded in 1920, is an independent policy 

institute based in London. Its mission is to help build a sustainably secure, prosperous and just world.   

 
Italy 
Ettore GRECO/ Director, Institute of International Affairs (IAI)  
Ettore Greco is Director of the IAI and also heads the transatlantic program of the institute. He worked as 
visiting fellow at the Brookings Institution from January 2006 to July 2007. He taught at the universities of 
Parma and Bologna. From 2000 to 2006 he worked as correspondent for the Economist Intelligence Unit. From 
1993 to 2000 he directed the IAI's program on Central and Eastern Europe. He was also Deputy Director of the 
IAI from 1997 to 2008. From 2000 to 2006 he was Editor of The International Spectator. He is the author of a 
number of publications on the EU's institutions and foreign policy, transatlantic relations and the Balkans. He 
has been a free-lance journalist since 1988. 

IAI, founded in 1965, is a non-profit organization in Rome. The Institute's main objective is to promote an 

understanding of the problems of international politics through studies, research, meetings and 
publications, with the aim of increasing the opportunities of all countries to move in the direction of 
supranational organization, democratic freedom and social justice. 

参加者一覧・各シン
クタンク概略 

 

9 



10 

レイアウトテスト 

Tokyo Conference 2017 

India 
Sunjoy JOSHI/ Director, Observer Research Foundation (ORF)  
Sunjoy Joshi has been the director of the Observer Research Foundation in New Delhi since 2009. He began his 
career with the Government of India as a member of the Indian Administrative Service in 1983, and served in 
various capacities for 25 years before he left to pursue his primary interests in energy and environment. His 
areas of expertise include strategic issues related to India’s energy needs and their interplay with the country’s 
development challenges in the context of the contemporary climate change narrative as well as other non-
traditional security threats faced by emerging economies. 

ORF, founded in 1990, seeks to lead and aid policy thinking towards building a strong and prosperous India 

in a fair and equitable world. It provides non-partisan, independent, well-researched analyses and inputs to 
diverse decision-makers in governments, business communities, and academia and to civil society around 
the world. The mandate is to conduct in-depth research, provide inclusive platforms and invest in 
tomorrow’s thought leaders today. 

 
 

Indonesia 
Philips VERMONTE/ Executive Director, Centre for Strategic and International Studies 

(CSIS)  
Philips J. Vermonte joined CSIS in 2001. He received his Master of Arts degree in international studies from 
Department of Politics, the University of Adelaide, Australia, in 2001, funded by the AusAID scholarship. He 
obtained his Ph.D. in Political Science at Northern Illinois University, Dekalb, USA in 2012.  

CSIS, established in 1971, is an independent, non-profit organization focusing on policy-oriented studies 
on domestic and international issues. Its basic mission is to be a vehicle for new and independent ideas 
particularly within Indonesia. CSIS research and studies are channeled in various forms as independent 
input to government, universities and research institutions, civil society organizations, media, and business. 

 
 

Canada 
Rohinton P. MEDHORA/ President, Centre for International Governance Innovation 

(CIGI) 
Rohinton P. Medhora is president of the Centre for International Governance Innovation, joining in 2012. He 
served on CIGI's former International Board of Governors from 2009 to 2014. Previously, he was vice president 
of programs at Canada’s International Development Research Centre. He received his doctorate in economics 
in 1988 from the University of Toronto, where he subsequently taught. His fields of expertise are monetary and 
trade policy, international economic relations, aid effectiveness, and development economics. 

CIGI, founded in 2001, is an independent, non-partisan thinktank with an objective and uniquely global 

perspective. Our research, opinions and public voice make a difference in today’s world by bringing clarity 
and innovative thinking to global policy making. Its research programs focus on governance of the global 
economy, global security and politics, and international law. 

 
 

Germany 
Barbara LIPPERT/ Director of Research, German Institute for International Security 

Affairs (SWP)  
Dr. Barbara Lippert is Director of Research and Member of the Executive Board of the German Institute for 
International and Security Affairs of the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP), Berlin. She oversees the work 
of SWP's seven research divisions. Her research focus is on European integration. Before joining SWP in 2009 
she was Deputy Director of the Institute for European Politics (IEP), Berlin, and lecturer at universities in 
Cologne and Berlin. She holds an MA and PhD from the Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-University Bonn. She 
studied political science, modern history, Eastern European history and Slavic philology at Bonn University and 
the Free University of Berlin. 

SWP is a foundation which advises political decision-makers on international politics and foreign and 
security policy since 1962. Its services are orientated primarily towards the German government and 
Bundestag, as well as relevant international organizations such as the European Union, NATO and the 
United Nations.  

参加者一覧・各シン
クタンク概略 
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Brazil 
Carlos Ivan SIMONSEN LEAL / President, Getulio Vergas Foundation (FGV)  
Professor Carlos Ivan Simonsen Leal is President of the Getulio Vargas Foundation since August 2000. In 1980, 
he graduated in Civil Engineering from the Engineering School of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ), 
but opted for an academic life and graduated in Mathematical Economics from the “Instituto de Matemática 
Pura e Aplicada”, in 1982. Doctor degree at the “Escola de Pós Graduação em Economia” - EPGE of Getulio 
Vargas Foundation (1980-1982) and obtained the title of Doctor in Economics from Princeton University (USA) 
in 1986. At FGV, he held the following positions: director of FGV Business, 1992-4; general director of EPGE, 
1994-7; and vice-president of FGV, 1997-2000. 

FGV, founded in 1944, is world renowned center for quality education dedicated to 

promoting Brazil's economic and social development. With eight schools, two research institutes, technical 
assistance projects and a publishing unit, FGV is ranked one of the top thinktanks and top higher education 
institutions in the world. 

 

 
France 
Thomas GOMART / Director, French Institute of International Relations (IFRI)  
Dr. Thomas Gomart (Ph.D. in History at Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, and EMBA at HEC) is Director of IFRI. He 
previously was its Vice President for Strategic Development (2010-2015) and the director of its Russia/NIS 
Centre (2004-2013). He is also the co-editor of the trilingual electronic series Russie.Nei.Visions. Before joining 
the thinktank industry, Gomart was an Assistant Professor at La Sorbonne (1996-1999), a cadet officer in the 
Army (2000), and a policy entrepreneur (2001-2004). His current research focuses on Russia, digital governance, 
country risk, and thinktanks. 

IFRI, founded in 1979, is the principal institution for independent research and debate in France that is 

dedicated to the analysis of international affairs and global governance. Ifri’s policy-oriented research 
strives to illuminate international events and put them in perspective. It is primarily useful for political and 
economic decision-makers as well as academics, opinion leaders, and civil society representatives. 

 

参加者一覧・各シン
クタンク概略 
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List of Participants (Japan)   

Tokyo Conference 2017 

 

 

Masatsugu ASAKAWA/ Vice Minister of Finance for International Affairs, Ministry of 

Finance  
Masatsugu Asakawa is currently serving as Vice Minister of Finance for International Affairs, and is responsible 
for all international policies of the Japanese Ministry of Finance. His responsibilities include 
G20/IMF issues, foreign exchange rate policy, and development assistance. Since he joined the MOF in 1981, he 
has held many senior positions in the Ministry, including Director-General of the International Bureau(2014-15), 
Deputy Vice Minister for Policy Planning and Co-ordination(2013-14). He also served as Executive Assistant to 
the Prime Minister under the Aso Cabinet (2008-09).  
Mr. Asakawa also has extensive experience outside the MOF. He served as Head for Technical Assistance 
Management Unit, Fiscal Affairs Department at the IMF (1996-2000), and also served as Executive Assistant to 
the President of Asian Development Bank (1989-1992). Since June 2011, he has been serving as a Chair for 
Committee on Fiscal Affairs, OECD. He obtained his BA from University of Tokyo (Economics Faculty) in 1981, 
and MPA from Princeton University, USA in 1985. 

 

Shinsuke SUGIYAMA/ Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Shinsuke Sugiyama entered the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) in April 1977. He then served as the Director 
of the Treaties Division of the Treaties Bureau and as Minister and Deputy Chief of Mission at the Japanese 
Embassy in Egypt.  He then concurrently held the positions of Deputy Director-General for Middle East at the 
Middle Eastern and African Affairs Bureau and Deputy Director-General of the International Cooperation 
Bureau. In  2008, he became the Ambassador and Director-General for Global Issues. In 2011, he became the 
Director-General of Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau. In 2013, he served as the Deputy Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. Since 2016, he has served as Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

 

 

 

Akihiko TANAKA/ Professor of International Politics at the Institute for Advanced 

Studies on Asia, The University of Tokyo; Former President, JICA 
Akihiko Tanaka is Professor of International Politics at the Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia, The University 
of Tokyo.  He served as President of Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) from April 2012 to 
September 2015.  He obtained his bachelor’s degree in International Relations at the University of Tokyo and 
Ph.D. in Political Science at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He has written numerous books and 
articles on world politics and security issues in Japanese and English including The New Middle Ages: The World 
System in the 21st Century (Tokyo: The International House of Japan, 2002).  He received the Medal with 
Purple Ribbon in 2012 for his academic achievements. 

 

Yasuchika HASEGAWA/ Chairman of the Board, Takeda Pharmaceutical Company 

Limited; Former Chairman, Japan Association of Corporative Executives 
Yasuchika Hasegawa is Chairman of the Board of Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Ltd. He has been with the 
company since 1970, including three years in Germany and ten years in the United States as Vice President and 
then President of TAP Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Chicago.  
He joined Takeda's Board of Directors in 1999, became President in 2003, Chief Executive Officer in 2009, and 
Chairman in 2014. Mr. Hasegawa was also Chairman of the Keizai Doyukai (Japan Association of Corporate 
Executives) from 2011 to April 2015, and a member of the Abe government's Industrial Competitiveness 
Council since 2013. He graduated from Waseda University.  
 

Ichiro FUJISAKI/ Chairman of the Institute of International Relations, Sophia 

University; Former Ambassador to the United States of America 
Ichiro Fujisaki is Chairman of the International Relations Institute at Sophia University and President of the 
America-Japan Society, Inc. Born in 1947 and entered the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1969. He was 
the Ambassador to the United States from 2008 to 2012, after serving as Director-General of the North 
American Affairs Bureau, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the Ambassador to the permanent mission of 
Japan to the international organizations in Geneva.  
 
 

参加者一覧・各シン
クタンク概略 

Japanese Government 

World Agenda Council (WAC) 
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About  

World Agenda Council (WAC) 

World Agenda Council (WAC) is an expert panel that The Genron NPO 

inaugurated in the spring of 2016, for the purpose of facilitating debate on global agenda 
in Japan by engaging Japan’s prominent intellectuals and representatives of the world’s 
leading thinktanks. The council tackles about pressing global issues and delivers 
opinions and proposals from Tokyo to the leaders around the world, particularly to the G-
7 summit. The council also serves as the steering committee of the Tokyo Conference. 

Members  / Expert Advisors*                             

 Kiyotaka Akasaka   President, Foreign Press Center Japan 

 Toshihiro Iwasaki   Deputy President, Nomura Securities Co., Ltd. 

 Susumu Okano   Senior Executive Managing Director, Daiwa Institute of Research Ltd. 

 Yasushi Kudo   President, The Genron NPO 

 Yoshiko Kojo   Professor, The University of Tokyo 

 Seiichi Kondo   Director, Kondo Research Institute of Cultural and Foreign Affairs 

 Hiroki Sugita   Chief Editorial Writer, Kyodo News 

 Saburo Takizawa   Chairman, Japan Association for UNHCR 

 Akihiko Tanaka   Professor, The University of Tokyo; Former President, JICA 

 Yasuchika      
 Hasegawa   Chairman of the Board, Takeda Pharmaceutical Co.., Ltd. 

 Ichiro Fujisaki   
Chairman, Sophia Institute for International Relations; 
Former Ambassador to the United States of America 

 Kenji Yumoto   Vice Chairman, The Japan Research Institute, Ltd. 

 Hayanari Uchino* Managing Director, Daiwa Institute of Research Ltd. 

 Junichi Fujino* Principal Researcher, PMO, Institute for Global Environment Strategies 

WACとは 
 
 
 

As of March 1 
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About  

Public Forum -Session 1- 

Populism and the Future of Democracy 

Panelists (*Presenters) : Japan 
*Akihiko Tanaka 

 (Professor, The University of Tokyo; 

Former President, Japan International 

Cooperation Agency) 
 

 

Panelists (*Presenters): International 
*James Lindsay 

(Senior Vice President, Council on Foreign 

Relations) 

John Nilsson-Wright 

(Senior Research Fellow, Asia Programme, 

Chatham House) 

*Ettore Greco 

(Director, Institute of International Affairs) 

Rohinton Medhora 

 (President, Centre for International 

Governance Innovation) 

*Barbara Lippert 

(Director of Research, German Institute for 

International Security Affairs) 

Thomas Gomart 

 (Director, French Institute of International 

Relations) 

*Sunjoy Joshi  

(Director, Observer Research Foundation) 

Carlos Ivan Simonsen Leal  

(President, Getulio Vargas Foundation) 

Philips Vermonte  

(Executive Director, Centre for Strategic and 

International Studies) 
 

 

Keynote Speaker  
 Shinsuke Sugiyama  

(Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 
 

 

1:45～3:30pm 
U Thant International Conference Hall  3F, United Nations University  

公開セッション1概要＆スケ
ジュール 

Moderated by;  
Ichiro Fujisaki  

(Chairman of the Institute of 

International Relations; Sophia 

University, Former Ambassador to the 

United States of America)  

As seen in the comments and actions of U.S. President Donald Trump, and in the anti-

immigration movements in Europe, populist and nationalist sentiment is growing in the West. 

This has severely shaken responsible liberalism and democracy, the two beliefs that have 

underpinned the international order since the end of World War II, and nations are 

demonstrating a stronger tendency toward intolerance and exclusionism. These developments 

will constitute the backdrop to the conference’s discussion topics such as how to protect and 

promote the norms of responsible liberalism and democracy, and to that end the role that 

institutions such as the G-7 should play. The world is experiencing greater instability, as seen 

in the instances of muscle-flexing by Russia and China; the dysfunctions erupting out of fragile 

states; and an increase in armed conflict and international terrorist attacks. Discussions at the 

conference will look at how advanced democratic nations can cooperate to bring about greater 

stability around the globe. 
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Session 1: Populism and  
the Future of Democracy  
 

On March 4, 2017, The Genron NPO 

hosted a public forum at the U Thant 

International Conference Hall at the 

United Nations University in Tokyo, as a 

part of the Tokyo Conference 2017, a newly 

launched multilateral debate forum to 

address global issues. Representatives 

from leading thinktanks from India, Brazil, 

Indonesia, and all of the Group of Seven 

(G-7) countries took part in discussions 

based on the theme, "The Future of 

Democracy, Liberalism, and the World 

Order.” 

The thinktanks represented at the 

conference all share concerns about a 

potential decline in individual freedom, 

democracy and the rule of law. Their 

discussions at the conference resulted in 

the drafting of a joint five-point message 

that will be delivered by a representative of 

the Japanese government to the 

government of Italy, which is chairing the 

G-7 summit to be held in May 2017. 

Details on the content of the message can 

be found on the Genron NPO website. 

 

The Genron NPO President Yasushi Kudo 

provided an outline of the results of a 

questionnaire conducted by the 

organization, then began Session 1 of the 

public forum by introducing Shinsuke 

Sugiyama, the Japanese Vice-Minister for 

Foreign Affairs, who provided a speech.  
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Sugiyama began by suggesting that a 

calmer approach to the current global 

situation may be prudent. He referred to 

the writing of British diplomat Sir Robert 

Cooper, who claimed that the years 1919 

and 1989 were major turning points in 

international relations over the last 

century. The Paris Peace Conference in 

1919 laid the foundations for the League of 

Nations, while 1989 was the year of the 

Malta Summit - a meeting between U.S. 

President George H. W. Bush and Soviet 

Premier Mikhail Gorbachev - during which 

the two leaders declared the Cold War 

over. 

 

Sugiyama asked whether future historians 

looking back on 2017 will see it as being 

equivalent to 1919 and 1989 in terms of 

impact. He cautioned that, while there may 

be undercurrents to the Trump 

phenomenon that should be analyzed, 

panicking is the wrong approach.  

Ichiro Fujisaki, chairman of the Sophia 

Institute for International Relations, who 

also serves on the Advisory Board of The 

Genron NPO, moderated the Session One 

discussions, a selection of comments from 

which can be found below.  

 

James Lindsay, senior vice president at the 

Council on Foreign Relations in the U.S. 

spoke first, stating that while he believes 

this is a time of "turbulence and 

uncertainty," much will depend on how 

policy makers react. In fact, one possible 

outcome of change is a new, better and 

revitalized order.  

 

Whether democracy is in crisis or not is a 

difficult question, he added, noting that 

while democracy is fundamentally about 

people having the right to choose, it 

"doesn't guarantee that the people will 

choose wisely, or perhaps more accurately, 

that they will choose how we wish them to 

do so.“ 

 

 

 

 

Next to speak was the representative from 

the United Kingdom, John Nilsson-Wright, 

senior research fellow in the Asia 

Programme at Chatham House. 

 

Nilsson-Wright discussed how one possible 

explanation for the rise of populism is that 

it emerged out of a sense of economic 

grievance with the emergence of low cost-

labor competition, and a "growing 

easternization" - i.e. the movement of the 

center of economic gravity into Asia.  

 

Another explanation behind the increase in 

populism is anti-elitism fueled by 

resentment and irritation. Part of that 

comes from the failure of communities, he 

said, and to fix that it is necessary to 

create a sense of community that 

"transcends national boundaries.“ 

 

 

“This is a time of ‘turbulence and 
uncertainty,’ much will depend 
on how policy makers react ” 
 

 

 

Barbara Lippert, director of research at the 

German Institute for International 

Security Affairs, pointed out that even 

before the arrival of Trump, there was a 

trend towards populism in Europe, fed by 

the populist distaste for the common 

values espoused by the EU. Lippert also 

said that it should be remembered that 

populism isn't limited to the right of the 

political spectrum; it's on the march on 

both right and left, "but it's only one part of 

the broader political scenery." It is not a 

coherently organized movement, but rather 

one with "many faces".  

 

The Genron NPO 

レイアウトテスト 

公開セッション記事2 

21 



 

Ettore Greco, director of Italy's Istituto 

Affari Internazionali, pointed to a number 

of factors contributing to the rise of 

populism. One factor is the widespread 

anxiety about the long-term economic 

future, especially among the young. 

Globalization has had a devastating effect 

in some areas, and there need to be policies 

that protect those who "are left behind".  

Another factor is the public's growing 

uneasiness with increased diversity and 

issues with integrating immigrants.  

 

People are looking to have better border 

control, and perhaps, there is also a need 

to think about sharing the burden of 

migrant flow globally. 

 

Sunjoy Joshi, director of India's Observer 

Research Foundation, intimated that it 

would be better to define what we mean by 

"democracy" before engaging in such 

discussions. It would be wrong, he said, to 

assume that democracy should guarantee 

the liberal order of free trade and open 

markets. Also, the rise in populism should 

be seen as a sign for those in the World 

Economic Forum and the "bankers on Wall 

Street" that perhaps a "course correction" 

is in order. 

 

 

“Globalization has had a 
devastating effect in some areas, 
and there need to be policies 
that protect those who ‘are left 
behind’.” 
 

 

Joshi believes that judicious application of 

policy is necessary, pointing to the 

inherent complexities in the system, and 

stating that our governments need to be far 

more resilient and adaptive. As Joshi 

stated, the world has moved far beyond the  

 

requirements of the 18th or 19th century. 

He believes that rather than worry about 

"why", the G-7 should be made more 

democratic by including others - including 

countries like India, Brazil and Indonesia - 

at the table. 

 

Akihiko Tanaka, who formerly served as 

president of the Japan International 

Cooperation Agency and is currently a 

professor at the University of Tokyo, noted 

that two potential events would result in 

large changes in the global status quo on a 

level similar to the changes of 1919 and 

1989. 

 

The first would be drastic changes in 

current security treaties. Trump made 

various claims while campaigning that 

could lead to such changes, though Tanaka 

pointed out that he has since pledged to 

continue supporting the U.S. -Japan 

alliance. 

 

The second potential catalyst would be a 

failure of liberal democracy in the U.S., 

and a rise of an authoritarian regime in 

the country. Tanaka noted that the U.S. 

constitution was designed to be powerful 

enough to limit the possibility of such a 

situation. 

 

In wrapping up the first session of the 

public forum, Fujisaki offered his opinion 

that the populist pendulum may swing 

back in the other direction. The major 

strength of the U.S. over China and other 

nations is the "richness of its democracy, 

and its tradition of protecting basic human 

rights and freedom of speech." People want 

to share these basic values, not those of 

modern China. 

 

He also reiterated comments made by 

numerous participants that there needs to 

be a greater focus on those who have been 

negatively affected by globalization.  
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About  

Public Forum -Session 2- 

Globalization and the Future of International System 

Panelists (*Presenters): Japan 
*Yasuchika Hasegawa 

 (Chairman of the Board, Takeda 

Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.; Former Chairman 

of the Japan Association of Corporate 

Executives) 
 

 

Panelists (*Presenters): International 
James Lindsay 

(Senior Vice President, Council on Foreign 

Relations) 

John Nilsson-Wright 

(Senior Research Fellow, Asia Programme, 

Chatham House) 

Ettore Greco 

(Director, Institute of International Affairs) 

*Rohinton Medhora 

 (President, Centre for International 

Governance Innovation) 

Barbara Lippert 

(Director of Research, German Institute for 

International Security Affairs) 

*Thomas Gomart 

 (Director, French Institute of International 

Relations) 

Sunjoy Joshi  

(Director, Observer Research Foundation) 

*Carlos Ivan Simonsen Leal  

(President, Getulio Vargas Foundation) 

*Philips Vermonte  

(Executive Director, Centre for Strategic and 

International Studies) 
 

 

Keynote Speaker  
Masatsugu Asakawa  

(Vice-Minister of Finance for International Affairs, Ministry of Finance) 
 

 

3:45pm～5:20pm 
U Thant International Conference Hall  3F, United Nations University  

公開セッション2概要＆スケジュール 

What impact will the “America First” and protectionist economic policies of President Trump 

have on the world, and on individual countries? What are the futures of multilateral economic 

frameworks such as the TPP and NAFTA, and even the WTO? How are we to view the 

challenges thrown up by globalization, and the threat that these challenges may represent to 

the relationship with democracy and the nation-state? What action should states take in 

response to these issues? To bring about stability and sustainable growth to the world economy, 

what are the roles that the G-7 should play, along with the framework of international 

cooperation that it embodies? 
 

Moderated by; 
  Yasushi Kudo 

(President, the Genron NPO)  
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Session 2: Trump Administration 
and the Future of the 
International System 
 

Session Two was opened with a speech by 

Japanese Vice-Minister of Finance for 

International Affairs, Masatsugu Asakawa, 

who described how there are two methods 

of coordinating policy in  globalized society: 

"multilateralism + globalism" and 

"regionalism + bilateralism." 

 

Asakawa said that the international 

cooperative framework has leaned towards 

both in differing measures at different 

times over the past 20 years, but he 

asserted that neither method negates the 

other. Asakawa cited the Chinese economy 

as being a potential risk to international 

finance. 

 

"There is still high capital outflow 

momentum," Asakawa said. "However, 

Chinese authorities are intervening in the 

fall of the renminbi by purchasing more of 

the currency and implementing controls on 

capital outflow, and we support their 

efforts." 

 

Asakawa concluded by emphasizing the 

importance of how China deals with the 

issues it faces, from excess production 

facilities and bad loans to the introduction 

of a social security framework and 

financial resources with its aging populace 

and declining birthrate. 

 

The Genron NPO President Kudo took over 

as moderator for the second session, and 

asked participants to provide insight on 

the new Trump administration and the 

future of the international system. 

 

Thomas Gomart, director of the French 

Institute of International Relations, stated 

that it is necessary for the world to address 

the effects of the internet. Gomart 

described that while the internet is a path 

for "empowerment, entrepreneurship, and 

freedom," at the same time, it has become a 

tool for censorship and control by some 

states. The world must think about the 

future of digital governments, particularly 

in terms of the G-7. 

 

In the current climate, the U.S. will 

continue to dominate, but Gomart believes, 

"it has lost its moral leadership." China 

appears to stand as the emerging power 

and Russia stands as the declining power, 

which "represents some risk". In addition 

to the great powers, Gomart touched upon 

the fragmentation of the Middle East and 

emergence of Africa, both of which are 

concerns. Keeping the world open to 

globalization is the responsibility of the G-

7, according to Gomart, but also of other 

countries like Brazil, India and South 

Africa. All of which "must defend the 

principles of moderation and public goods, 

and defend the principle of the fight 

against climate change." 
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Rohinton Medhora, president of the Centre 

for International Governance Innovation in 

Canada, referred to a question Asakawa 

posed about whether globalization and 

nationalism are compatible. Medhora 

believes that they are, and in fact, he 

believes that "nationalism will save 

globalization". Each country can invest in 

its own safety nets, innovation strategies, 

and research and development, and that is 

just one way through which nationalism 

can direct the path that globalization takes. 

 

Medhora also referred to a story in the 

New York Times claiming that there are 

two factions in Trump's White House: one 

demanding that the U.S. should "keep 

denying climate change, and exit the Paris 

Agreement," and another faction (which 

includes the Secretary of State and 

Trump's own daughter) that argues that 

the current systems and processes can be 

used to benefit the U.S. and still allow the 

country to meet international norms. 

 

"New global governance mechanisms, 

along with traditional ones like trade, can 

converge, even in the current era," 

Medhora concluded. 

 

“The world has changed and new 
strategies are necessary” 
 

Carlos Ivan Simonsen Leal, president of 

Brazil's Getulio Vargas Foundation, 

provided a perspective that differed from 

those of others on the panel. 

 

He first asked the panel to consider what 

the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) truly 

promotes. Perhaps it promotes more trade, 

perhaps greater isolation of China, he said. 

Regardless, Trump making the decision to 

leave the TPP is not simply a sign of his 

desire to appease voters at home; it is also 

necessary for him to focus where U.S. 

money goes. 

 

"It's not so insensible," he emphasized. 

"Fiscal limits have been reached, maybe 

surpassed." 

 

The U.S. must be careful with its 

investments, and in Leal's opinion, the 

TPP "would weaken the United States, 

contrary to what most people think." 

 

Leal also pointed to the increased 

polarization of world trade with 

commodities and energy on one side, and 

high aggregated value products on the 

other. The questions of integrating services 

and industry are largely ignored and "we 

still think about these problems in the 

same way as we used to think 30 or 40 

years ago" when world trade was simpler. 

 

According to Leal, the world has changed 

and new strategies are necessary, and 

although he pointed out that it is too early 

to make any judgements, he doesn't see 

what is happening as a series of blunders 

as yet. Someone must think outside of the 

box in order to fix the issues the world 

faces, and perhaps Trump is doing just 

that. 

 

Philips Vermonte, executive director for 

the Centre for Strategic and International 

Studies in Indonesia, pointed out three 

factors that contribute to the advancement 

of globalization, and the roadblocks related 

to each. The first factor is that of 

technological advancements destroying 

barriers to trade, or as Vermonte put it, 

"the dissolution of distance by technology, 

both ICT and transport." Technology will 

continue to advance, he said, so this factor 

will remain. 

 

The second factor is comprised of reduced 

obstacles to trade such as tariffs, domestic 

subsidies, and preferential treatment, 

while the third factor is political, including 

facets both cultural and domestic. 
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While the first factor encourages continued 

advancement of the globalization agenda, 

Vermonte said that the second and third 

factors continue to create obstacles. 

However, he believes that one solution may 

lie in the founding of regional 

organizations. The European Union is 

currently in disarray, but in Southeast 

Asia, and for the ASEAN Plus 3 nations, 

the death of the TPP leaves the alternative 

of the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership. While the major powers must 

accept such agreements for them to 

succeed, Vermonte believes that regional 

organizations must take up the 

responsibility of maintaining the 

momentum behind continued open trade. 

 

Yasuchika Hasegawa, chairman of Takeda 

Pharmaceutical Co. who also serves on the 

Advisory Board of The Genron NPO, was 

also asked to comment and he referred to a 

McKinsey survey that revealed that 

increases in global wealth, services, 

salaries, data, and freedom of movement 

have contributed to increasing the world's 

GDP by about 10 percent over the last 10 

years. In contrast, he noted, in 1980-2008, 

there was no growth in personal income for 

those in the lower half of incomes in the 

OECD member states. Hasegawa stated 

that the data showed assets belonging to 

the top 1 percent increasing by about 70 

percent, all while income disparity  

 

continued to expand. 

 

“Regional organizations must 
take up the responsibility of 
maintaining the momentum 
behind continued open trade“ 
 

Hasegawa believes that this illuminates 

the length of time it takes for the benefits 

of globalization to be felt by everyone, and 

pointed to that "benefit lag" as a cause of 

the opposition to globalization. He believes 

that the growth of liberal democracy in 

many countries is a good thing, but more 

care must be taken, as the fruits of that 

growth are currently disproportionately 

allocated to the wealthy. 

 

Kudo wrapped up Session Two by 

reminding those in attendance that while 

globalization continues to be important for 

the common good, up until now, there have 

been no mechanisms in place that allow its 

benefits to reach more people. 

 

Educating people on its benefits can 

prevent the loss of freedom and, in the 

extreme case, a return to fascism. The 

world's nations must continue to make use 

of the multilateral frameworks in place, 

and continue to promote democracy in each 

country, he said. 
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Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida 

said that the significance of the Group of 

Seven (G-7) should not diminish as an 

alliance of major democratic states that 

shares the universal values of individual 

freedom, democracy, free trade and the 

rule of law. 

 

Citing these values as the "compass" in a 

world that seems increasingly adrift, 

Kishida said that Japan, as "one of the 

most politically stable countries among the 

advanced democracies," will take the lead 

in maintaining the G-7 collaborative 

relationship. 

 

Kishida made the remarks in a special 

lecture in Tokyo on March 4 at the close of 

the Tokyo Conference open forum, a new 

multilateral debate platform organized by 

The Genron NPO. 

 

The foreign minister recalled that the 

international collaborative system has 

been established on these universal values 

since the end of World War II out of deep 

 

 

 

 

remorse for the failure of humankind to  

prevent the two global conflicts.  

 

"In spite of the spread of anti-globalism, 

protectionism and populism in some 

advanced states, and moves to alter the 

status quo by force, I strongly believe that 

these universal values will never erode, 

and never be replaced by anti-globalism 

and protectionism," Kishida stressed. 

 

At the same time, he acknowledged the 

importance of addressing the negative side 

of the globalizing economy, including the 

issue of divisions and inequalities, with a 

call for improvement in domestic policy 

measures, especially in the areas of social 

security and education, and for global 

efforts to attain the U.N.'s sustainable 

development goals (SDGs). 

 

Predicting that the international situation, 

especially the security environment in Asia, 

will undergo dramatic changes this year, 

Kishida said Japan's diplomacy must be 

navigated on an even, well-balanced course. 
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Specifically, he referred to four challenges - 

a balance between stepped-up defense 

buildups and political dialogue, or 

diplomatic efforts; a balance between the 

maximization of national interests and 

efforts to address global agendas; a balance 

between short-term domestic economic 

policies, and medium- and long-term 

measures to deal with issues of the global 

economy; and a balance in dealing 

specifically with each region of the world 

by promoting "diplomacy from a panoramic 

perspective of the world map.” 

 

Regarding Japan-U.S. relations, the 

foreign minister reiterated that Tokyo and 

Washington are strong allies that share 

basic values and strategic interests, and 

the US-Japan bilateral relationship is the  

cornerstone of Japan's diplomacy. 

"The Japan-U.S. summit in February 

showed the entire world that the bilateral 

alliance is unshakable, thereby easing 

apprehensions about its future under the 

new U.S. administration of President 

Donald Trump," he said. 

 

Kishida said that Japan will try harder to 

inform the U.S. of Japan's stances and seek 

its understanding in the ongoing process of 

forming the policies of the new U.S. 

administration. 

 

“I strongly believe that these 
universal values will never erode, 
and never be replaced by anti-
globalism and protectionism.” 
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Closed Sessions  

March 3 (Fri.)                                     
2:30pm - 4:00pm Closed Session 1  
 The Future of Liberal Democracy and the International Order 

  -Challenges Facing Freedom and Democracy in the World Today- 

March 4 (Sat.)   
9:30pm – 12:00pm  Closed Session 2 
               What Common Norms We Should Preserve  

                -The Proposal for the G-7 Summit- 

March 5 (Sun.)   
9:30pm – 11:30pm  Closed Session 3 
 How to Preserve the Universal Values of Freedom and Democracy 

 
 

Schedule 

Participants 
 

James Lindsay   Senior Vice President, Council on Foreign Relations, U.S. 

John Nilsson-Wright   Senior Research Fellow, Asia Programme, Chatham House, 

  U.K. 

Ettore Greco   Director, Institute of International Affairs, Italy 

Rohinton Medhora    President, Centre for International Governance Innovation, 

  Canada 

Barbara Lippert   Director of Research, German Institute for International 

  Security Affairs, Germany 

Thomas Gomart    Director, French Institute of International Relations, France 

Sunjoy Joshi    Director, Observer Research Foundation, India 

Carlos Ivan Simonsen Leal   President, Getulio Vargas Foundation, Brazil 

Philips Vermonte    Executive Director, Centre for Strategic and International 

  Studies, Indonesia 

Hayanari Uchino   Managing Director, Daiwa Institute of Research Ltd. 

Yasushi Kudo    President, The Genron NPO 

Yoshiko Kojo   Professor, the University of Tokyo 

Saburo Takizawa   Chairman, Japan Association for UNHCR 

Ichiro Fujisaki   Chairman, Sophia Institute for International Relations; 

   Former Ambassador to the United States of America 
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Noted researchers from the world’s major 

thinktanks have stressed the need to 

continue multilateral problem-solving 

efforts as U.S. President Donald Trump 

threatens to redraw the existing liberal 

global order. 

  

The United States has received many 

benefits from the years of globalization, but 

fears have grown among people who have 

not enjoyed its prosperity, a senior 

researcher from the United States said at a 

closed panel discussion in Tokyo. 

Upholding the “America First” policy, 

President Trump successfully used the 

fears of these people to win the election, 

the researcher noted. 

  

The occasion was an informal closed 

session on March 3 to pave the way for the 

opening of the Tokyo Conference 2017, a 

cross-border, private-sector forum, the 

following day. 

  

According to the representative of the U.S. 

thinktank, many figures in the U.S. 

administration and Congress believe that 

the existing global order should be 

maintained. Looking at developments in 

the weeks since the Trump 

administration’s inauguration, Cabinet 

members sometimes tried to check and 

amend the president’s remarks, he said,  

 

 

noting that it remains to be seen whether 

America will actually stop acting as the 

standard-bearer of the existing global 

order. 

  

If the liberal global order is to be 

maintained, countries other than the 

United States should reconfirm the 

importance of liberal values and standards, 

and make efforts to protect them, the U.S. 

researcher said. The existing liberal order 

is the result of selected policies, not a 

natural consequence, he said, adding that 

the future of the liberal order must not be 

decided by Washington alone. 

  

A panelist from Canada noted that signs of 

instability had begun to emerge in the 

current free international economic order 

before President Trump’s arrival in the 

White House and Britain’s decision to exit 

the European Union. 

 

Production bases have spread and become 

diversified following globalization, and as a 

result, unskilled but cheap labor in 

developing countries has taken over from 

unskilled and expensive labor in developed 

countries, but the governments of 

developed countries have made no efforts 

to increase workers’ skills by, among other 

things, preparing better vocational 

programs.  
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  A report by a panelist from Germany 

discussed what it termed as “chaos” in 

Europe since 2015 following the continued 

influx of immigrants and refugees from the 

Middle East.  

  

Summer 2015 was a major turning point 

for the EU amid the arrival of massive 

numbers of refugees from the Middle East, 

the panelist recalled. Since the countries 

concerned in Europe were divided on how 

to deal with the refugees, the Schengen 

Agreement, which guarantees the free 

movement of people within the EU region, 

came to be threatened. 

  

At a time when European governments 

had difficulty addressing refugee-related 

issues, people in Europe became critical of 

elites’ failures to solve the challenges 

facing the continent, and this has given 

strength to anti-liberal forces and 

ultraright parties, the German panelist 

said. Unless a solution is found in the 

democratic process to improve the 

situation, populists who offer unrealistic 

policies may become even stronger, the 

panelist warned. 

  

Because innovative ideas are more 

welcome than simple manufacturing in 

today’s economic structure, unskilled 

workers in developed countries tend to be 

left further behind, said the panelist from 

Canada.  

  

Because the globalization drive has come 

under growing criticism in various 

countries, the Group of Seven and the 

Group of 10 countries should play 

important roles in protecting multilateral 

efforts to find solutions, the Canadian 

researcher said.  

  

In discussions after the remarks by the 

three key panelists, many participants 

noted that regional organizations will 

become even more important amid 

increasing uncertainties surrounding the 

international community. 

  

At a time when U.S. leadership is 

weakening internationally, many 

developing countries are concerned about 

their future, a participant said. The 

direction of President Trump’s foreign 

policy remains unclear, but if a global 

crisis occurs, he may come up with a new 

course for his approach to international 

issues, the participant said.  

  

Because the strong leadership of the 

United States cannot be counted on any 

longer, the EU should display its strength 

and integrity, striving to build stronger 

relations with countries with the same 

values, another participant said.  

  

The new White House administration has 

revised its stance on many policy issues 

compared to Trump’s pledges during the 

presidential election campaign, but 

because the United States is seen unlikely 

to return to the conventional values at 

least immediately, aggressive efforts must 

be made to protect the multilateral values, 

the participant said.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In discussions about whether President 

Trump’s America First policy can be 

checked, one researcher said that Congress 

should move to halt unrealistic policies. 

The course of public opinion is also a factor 

that may influence the administration. 

Trump is an unpopular president, but 

public support for his administration is 

divided, the researcher said.  
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The administration is not backed by 90 

percent of those who support the 

Democratic Party, but it is supported by 40 

percent to 45 percent of voters nationwide, 

and 80 percent of Republican Party 

supporters. 

  

What happens with pro-Republicans who 

support the administration should be 

watched, the researcher said. If the 

number of supporters declines, President 

Trump may not be able to ignore such a 

change, he said.  

  

In discussions about China, one 

participant said that the countries involved 

have few alternatives –  that is, whether to 

side with Washington or Beijing.  

  

Countries in Southeast Asia will have to 

lean toward China because they are 

geographically close to China. Meanwhile, 

it is uncertain whether the EU will be a 

global power because its structure is 

regionally complex and amid concerns 

stemming from the vagueness of the 

Trump administration’s future course, the 

China factor looks more important than 

ever, the participant said.  

  

Some participants also mentioned China’s 

weaknesses, notably, the aging of society, 

the rigidity of its economic model, 

corruption in the bureaucracy, its political 

system, which is little trusted even by the 

people themselves, and a narrow-minded 

nationalistic nature that is sometimes 

fanned by political leaders.  

  

In discussions about the EU’s future amid 

a number of difficulties, participants from 

European thinktanks agreed that 

European countries should develop a new 

crisis management system by collectively 

sharing the responsibilities, following the 

poor handling of Britain’s departure and 

the refugee issue.  

  

About how to eliminate the poverty that is 

at the root of the refugee issue, some 

researchers from Europe stressed the 

importance of providing development 

assistance to poor countries. But others 

warned that case studies indicate that 

money supplied in assistance may be used 

by prospective refugees to travel to Europe.  

  

Many researchers agreed that Europe 

should strengthen relations with Turkey 

because it has to work with Ankara in 

dealing with the inflows of immigrants and 

refugees from the Middle East. But some 

participants were cautious about future 

cooperation with Turkey. Specifically, they 

called attention to Turkey’s approach 

toward Iran and Russia since a coup 

attempt in 2016, and its negative stance 

toward its obligations as a member of the 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization.  

  

The wide-ranging discussions at the 

session also covered North Korea, internet 

governance and regulations on cross-border 

financial transactions. 

  

※The identities of the speakers at the 

closed sessions are withheld according to 

Chatham House regulations as the 

discussions were informal. 



With the birth of the Trump 

administration and its “America First” 

policy, the influence of populism in 

Western governments is strengthening 

protectionism and anti-foreignism around 

the world, posing a global threat to 

individual freedom and democracy. 

  

Amid such a changing global political 

landscape, representatives from leading 

thinktanks in India, Brazil, Indonesia and 

all of the Group of Seven (G-7) countries 

discussed during a closed morning session, 

held March 4 prior to the opening of the 

Tokyo Conference 2017, the question of 

what needs to be protected in a world of 

globalization and democracy, as well as the 

role of the G-7 summit and what the world 

leaders need to agree on. Based on the 

discussions in Tokyo, a joint message by 

the conference participants will be 

delivered to representatives of the 

Japanese government as well as the 

government of Italy, the host for this year’s 

G-7 summit. 

  

The representative from Japan kicked off 

the session by pointing out how the G-7 

has ceased to be the center of the current 

multipolarized world order, but that the 

forum is still significant as it represents 

nations that value freedom and democracy, 

and for offering a multinational 

cooperative framework for the past 42 

years. With four new heads of state set to 

join the meeting in Taormina, Sicily, later 

this year, the G-7 framework could be 

destroyed if it fails to set an example. It is 

important for the 10 countries represented 

here, which view freedom and democracy 

as the norm, to send a unified message at 

the G-7 summit, he said. 

  

The speaker further noted that it is 

necessary to separate the issues that 

globalism is facing from those that 

democracy is facing. Many supported 

globalization and free trade because it 

provided common benefits for all. But in 

reality, the benefits from globalization 

have yet to reach everyone, nor is there 

any mechanism or efforts in place to see 

that they do. “This is exactly what is called 

into question now. That is one reason why 

the G-20 Leaders’ Communique last year 

used the term ‘inclusive’ in its statement,” 

he said. The communique in 2016 states, 

“We are determined to foster an innovative, 

invigorated, interconnected and inclusive 

world economy to usher in a new era of 

global growth and sustainable 

development....” 
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Meanwhile democracy does not guarantee 

that election results will always favor 

liberal values, and people may end up 

selecting protectionist policies or see a 

democratically elected leader restrict 

individual freedom. “What we must ask 

ourselves now is the fundamental question: 

‘What is the purpose of democracy?’ The 

purpose of democracy is to protect 

individual freedom. Democracy is not a 

perfect system but is still considered a 

common value to humankind because of 

this very purpose,” he said. The speaker 

also called attention to the fact that 

authoritarian tendencies are strengthening 

in some democratic countries where the 

leader, chosen by the people, moves to 

restrict the freedom of the very people who 

elected him or her. “If democracy, which 

should be protecting an individual’s 

freedom, starts to move toward abandoning 

this freedom, then that could lead to 

fascism,” he said. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The role of free speech in preventing a 

democratic system from creating adverse 

results is critical, and the media and 

intellectuals must make efforts to shape 

healthy public opinion, and work to resolve 

the various problems facing society, the 

Japanese speaker said. “That is why it is 

time for us to strengthen democracy in our 

respective countries and protect freedom in 

the world.” 

  

 

 

 

 

This year’s G-7 agenda to focus on citizen 

protection, sustainability, socioeconomic 

inequality and economic innovation 

 

Following the opening speech, participants 

shared views on the key agenda items to be 

discussed at the May G-7 summit.  

A speaker from Italy, the host country for 

this year’s meetings, said world leaders 

will most likely face difficult talks as 

discussions may no longer be conducted 

based on common values, depending on the 

outcome of the elections in Europe and 

what course the U.S. government has 

taken. 

  

The G-7 leaders are expected to discuss the 

theme of “citizen protection” in light of the 

refugee crisis in the Mediterranean region 

and Sub-Saharan Africa amid growing 

uncertainty over the global order, 

according to the session participants.  

One representative pointed out that 

discontent over the failure of political and 

economic elites to address this major 

concern among the general public over the 

current very unstable geopolitical situation 

is one cause of the rise of populism. He said 

the G-7 leaders are expected to discuss how 

to ease the tension and divide between 

ordinary people and these elites in order to 

renew the basis for trust. In the same 

context, socioeconomic inequality is also to 

be discussed at the G-7 meeting. 

  

Another key theme will be “sustainability,” 

particularly in the context of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development 

adopted by world leaders in 2015.  

The Italian government is likely to focus 

particularly on the Paris Agreement, food 

safety and sustainable agriculture, 

according to the participants. Meanwhile, 

other topics of discussion will be “economic 

innovation,” in the context of how the 

introduction of new technology in 

manufacturing impacts the economy and 

society, as well as free trade, global 

financial restrictions and the fiscal policies 

of central banks around the world.  
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 The session participants voiced concern 

over how the Italian government was going 

to successfully chair this year’s G-7 summit 

with the new U.S. administration taking a 

drastically different position from previous 

administrations on issues ranging from 

climate change and immigration to global 

trade. 

  

Meanwhile, participants had varying views 

on Russia, with some calling for rebuilding 

relations with Moscow to avoid a return to 

the days of Cold War, while others 

expressed doubt as to whether it would be 

worthwhile inviting Russian President 

Vladimir Putin back to the summit. “There 

is a need to build a constructive 

relationship with Russia, but much will 

depend on the stance taken by the United 

States,” one participant said. The experts 

also pointed to the need to discuss the 

alleged cyberattacks by Russia, notably on 

the U.S. presidential election, as Europe 

faces many key elections this year. But 

many found it unlikely that the G-7 

nations will take a tougher stance against 

Russia. 

  

Regarding the large movements of refugees 

and migrants, many participants endorsed 

the new approach of focusing on the 

conditions in African nations as a key 

external factor affecting the crisis. The 

participants also questioned the 

discrepancy between Prime Minister 

Shinzo Abe administration’s reluctance to 

accept immigrants and the general public 

who appear to be more accommodating as 

illustrated in a recent poll by The Genron 

NPO that showed over half of the 

respondents saying Japan should accept 

more immigrants. The Japanese speakers 

defended the government’s position by 

citing efforts to promote the resettlement of 

refugees, including economic aid. 

  

Representatives from Germany, which will 

be hosting this year’s Group of 20 (G-20) 

summit, said international terrorism will 

be an important topic of discussion for the 

G-7 meeting as well. Others suggested that 

the fight against terrorism should be one 

area where G-7 and G-20 nations can 

cooperate, saying that, “Terrorism is a 

threat not only to security but also to 

freedom itself.” 

  

Defining a standard for individual freedom 

and democracy 

  

The discussions moved to the resilience of 

democracy, with session participants 

saying that the importance of the rule of 

law should be emphasized when talking 

about the need to set an example of 

democracy. 

  

In conclusion, the representatives said 

private organizations like themselves must 

make an effort to narrow the gap created 

by the inequalities resulting from 

globalization, and that now was the time to 

think about what should be the standard 

for individual freedom and democracy. But 

that may prove tricky, as one participant 

said, “This year’s (G-7) summit will face 

various difficulties and they will likely 

continue at next year’s summit in Canada.” 
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Panelists at the Tokyo Conference 2017 

gathered at the United Nations University 

in Tokyo on March 5 to wrap up the cross-

border, private-sector forum, which they 

hailed as a “great success.” 

  

During a closed session, the panelists, who 

are representatives from leading 

thinktanks in India, Brazil, Indonesia and 

all of the Group of Seven (G-7) countries, 

reviewed the forum, and exchanged views 

on its direction and operation. 

  

To an inquiry from the representative from 

Japan, who moderated the discussion, all 

the participants said in unison that the 

Tokyo Conference was a success.  

In particular, those who took part in World 

Agenda 2016, the predecessor of the Tokyo 

Conference held in March 2016, agreed 

that the forum had taken a major leap 

forward during the past year. 

  

The Japanese moderator told the 

participants about Tanzan Ishibashi, a 

journalist and politician. Despite the winds 

of militarism in Japan and the censorship 

of the press by the military during the war, 

Ishibashi advocated liberalism as editor-in-

chief and publisher of a business journal. 

In the postwar years, he was elected 

president of the Liberal Democratic Party 

and became Japan’s prime minister in 

December 1956. 

  

The Japanese speaker told the session that 

Ishibashi could survive the military’s 

persecution due to the presence of, and 

protection from, a covert network of pro-

democracy and pro-liberal people in Japan. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In response, one of the participants said 

that at a time when liberal values are 

being threatened on a global scale, the 

world’s thinktanks should form a network 

that transcends national borders to protect 

democracy and liberal values. 

  

Meanwhile, a participant voiced concerns 

that behind the rise of populism lies a 

deep-rooted popular antipathy toward 

political and economic elites, including 

politicians and media people, and that 

thinktanks are no exception. In response, 

another panelist insisted that thinktanks 

should enhance their capability to serve as 

an intermediary between government and 

public opinion. Yet another panelist argued 

that thinktanks must assume a role as “a 

platform for debate” to listen attentively to 

the voices of not only the majority but also 

the minority in society. 
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In this connection, the Japanese moderator 

reported that some of the younger 

members of the audience at the Tokyo 

Conference 2017 confided that the 

discussions at the forum were professional 

but difficult for them to comprehend, and 

that they should be conducted in a way to 

educate ordinary people. The speaker 

noted that liberal democracy functions 

solidly when citizens are empowered, 

adding that expert debate should be 

conducted in a manner that will help 

citizens to develop the ability to think. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the session, the representatives of 

some of the world’s leading thinktanks 

voiced a series of concrete proposals and 

suggestions about the agenda and the 

operation of the forum. They include: 

– increased opportunities for foreign 

participants to hear Japanese positions or 

stances on global issues; 

– in-depth debate on how to ensure 

coexistence between the majority and the 

minority in a democratic state; 

– linkage of the Tokyo Conference with the 

U.N. Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (COP), the East Asia Summit and 

other major multilateral conferences, in 

addition to the G-7 summit; and  

– participation of strategically important 

regional powers in the Tokyo Conference, 

like Australia in the Asia-Pacific region 

and Turkey in Europe. 

  

In closing the session, the Japanese 

moderator expressed his deep gratitude to 

all the participants whose cooperation 

resulted in the success of the Tokyo 

Conference 2017. He also said that 

Japanese citizens might have been 

surprised and impressed by the forum at 

which some of the world’s most eminent 

people had discussed how to address global 

issues. He thus called on the participants 

to gather again at the Tokyo Conference 

2018. 
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Trump and benefits to the rise in populism 
It was an exceptional conference. I want to 

congratulate Genron NPO President Kudo 

on assembling such a great array of talent. 

I think we accomplished a great deal, so 

congratulations! 

  

President Trump has come to office in the 

United States, saying he's going to do 

things differently. This has caused a lot of 

ears to perk up around the globe, who 

want to know a little bit more about the 

Trump administration. I do think Mr. 

Trump approaches foreign policy 

differently than his predecessors, but I  

 

 

would also remind everybody that we're 

only six weeks into the Trump presidency. 

There’s a lot more to learn about what 

exactly Mr. Trump’s approach to foreign 

policy.  

  

Democracies are under stress, much of it 

as a result of the great recession that 

started in 2009. We have seen the rise of 

populism, but I think it's important to be 

careful not to see populism as necessarily 

moving away from democracy, but as an 

opportunity to revitalize democracy.  

  

Ultimately, governments need to be 

responsive to the public. I think the big 

challenge for governments is to find 

policies that work to advance the lives of 

their people. That’s what democratic 

governance is about. 

海外パネリストイ
ンタビュー表紙

＆1 
 

The United States  
James M. LINDSAY 

Senior Vice President,  

Council on Foreign 

Relations (CFR)  

 

Interviews  

Representatives from 10 Thinktanks 
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Reaffirm values, aim for closer collaboration 
The Tokyo Conference was a valuable 

opportunity to exchange extensive views 

and have deep discussions on the priorities 

of the G-7 Italian presidency.  

  

It was also important to reaffirm some 

basic principles and values among our 

countries. The G-7 does indeed have a 

comparative advantage thanks to the fact 

that it is composed of like-minded 

countries, which share a long-lasting, 

fruitful experience of mutual cooperation. 

We are fully aware that we need to renew  

 

 

 

our forms of cooperation and also to extend 

those to other countries. But the 

foundation of this cooperation will continue 

to be based on a set of values and 

principles that we need to reaffirm 

continuously. We hope that this will be 

done at the summit in Taormina in May 

under the Italian presidency. 

  

We are indeed most thankful to The 

Genron NPO for convening the conference 

and fostering this dialogue. I think The 

Genron NPO is playing a key role in Japan, 

particularly in the framework of this global 

network. For us, they are very valuable 

partner. We are confident we will continue 

this work, and are particularly interested 

in stronger cooperation between Japan and 

Italy, not least because we are now 

interested in joint work within such 

organizations as the G-7 and G20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grass-roots engagement and the role of 
representatives  
I think one of the big problems which now 

we see British politicians engaging with is 

volunteerism. David Milibrand argued very 

strongly that it is important to reconnect 

with local communities, and to do that, you 

have to involve people at the grass-roots 

level. We need to analyze more carefully 

how to get more people engaged with 

politics.  

  

Kenneth Clark, home secretary in the 

Thatcher Cabinet, is one of the most well-

established conservative politicians, and is  

 

 

very pro-European. During a speech in 

parliament, he said very clearly that the 

tradition of democracy in Britain is the 

tradition of Burke, a great political 

philosopher who was writing at the time of 

the French Revolution. He argued that 

parliamentarians are not delegates; they 

are representatives. Their role is to make 

informed judgements independent of their 

electorate.  

  

The Tokyo Conference was a great 

opportunity to demonstrate that all 10 

institutions recognize the seriousness of 

the populist challenge. I think we had a 

very productive and practical set of 

discussions. We were able to come up with 

clear recommendations, and I think it's a 

very good basis for going on in the future. I 

hope that Chatham House can continue to 

collaborate very closely with The Genron 

NPO. 

海外パネリストイ
ンタビュー2 
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Finding alternative methods of facing 
challenges 
I think the conference was important 

because it is linked to one particular event: 

the meeting of the G-7 leaders. In that way, 

the participants engaged in discussion in 

order to produce practical suggestions for 

the leaders that will need to be taken into 

account during their meetings regarding 

the future of democracy. 

  

I think we have many challenges. We all 

see different problems in different places 

that all come at once, so then we have to  

 

 

 

deal with them altogether. That's the real 

challenge because we don't have enough 

institutional preparedness in regards to 

many issues. In addition, many countries 

are facing domestic problems, so they don't 

really have the resources and commitment 

to work together to deal with common 

problems faced by different countries.  

I think leaders across the globe need to 

find alternative mechanisms, so when the 

problems become serious, we are ready to 

tackle them together. 

  

In terms of commitment, we are the oldest 

thinktank in Indonesia and have been 

working on democracy in the security field, 

as well as committing to producing policy 

suggestions for the government. Working 

on democracy and regional security are 

always our main priorities. We look 

forward to continued cooperation with The 

Genron NPO, and also with the network 

you have successfully developed over the 

past two or three years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Democracy’s other threat and 
understanding complexity 
I think the conference was a once in a 

lifetime experience, especially since it was 

the right subject chosen at the right time. 

The organization of the conference, the 

quality of the participants, and the 

response we got from the public forum was 

actually amazing.  

  

A democracy is a country that cannot be 

dictated to. That is the essence of 

democracy. Democracies are democracies 

because they will continue to surprise. 

What has happened in the United States  

 

 

and what happened in the United Kingdom 

were that the people surprised us by 

saying, “No, we need some course 

correction.” 

  

I would say it is premature to say that the 

threat to democracy is coming from that 

direction. The threat to democracy is 

actually coming from democratically 

elected leaders trying to impose their views. 

That is what we need to fight.  

  

Democracy will never be perfect. It is a 

process of learning, and societies need to 

learn about democracy. People, leaders in 

particular, need to learn that they do not 

have all the answers, and they cannot have 

all the answers. The only way to 

understand to find answers in a complex 

world is to understand that complexity. 

Solutions will not reside in one mind. They 

will come from diverse sources, so leaders 

must be open to other sources. 
海外パネリストイ
ンタビュー3 

 

India 
Sunjoy JOSHI/ Director, 
Observer Research  
Foundation (ORF)  

 

Indonesia 
Philips VERMONTE/  
Executive Director, Centre for 
Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS)  

 

40 Tokyo Conference 2017 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The future of France and of the EU itself 
It was successful given the fact that it was 

its first edition. We also had a very good 

group of thinktanks coming from G-7 

countries, plus thinktanks from India, 

Indonesia and Brazil. Also, the topic was 

very timely, because we had deep 

discussions on democracy, which is facing 

great challenges now even in democratic 

regimes. So, it was successful for those two 

reasons –the group of people around the 

table plus the topic. 

  

We are facing a lot of issues. The first one 

is the current political situation in France  

 

 

because we will have a presidential 

election in May and the situation is much 

more uncertain because of the political 

forces present. There is a huge possibility 

that Marine le Pen, coming from the far 

right of the political spectrum, would be 

the second issue. Basically, an uncertain 

political situation in France will obviously 

impact the elections coming in Germany 

and the future of the EU project. So, it is 

important for France. I think the real big 

issue is France’s determination to continue 

the EU project, especially after Brexit. This 

is absolutely critical for France, not only in 

terms of democracy but also in terms of its 

future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common values, continuity and change 
I thought the Tokyo Conference was both 

successful and valuable. The question we 

dealt with was an important and timely 

one. The conference brought together 

representatives from 10 thinktanks and a 

powerful array of local scholars and 

policymakers to discuss what liberalism 

and openness mean in the current political, 

social and economic context.  

  

Although the G20 in some ways 

predominates, especially on the economic 

globalization agenda, I think the G-7 is still 

not to be discounted. There's a continuity.  

 

 

There's a smaller group of more like-

minded countries than that is the case in 

the G20. I think that gives them the 

opportunity to go beyond the economic 

agenda and think through some of the 

more political issues that you correctly 

raised in the conference.  

  

It is the nature of democracies to 

sometimes instigate change – even radical 

change. If the countries share common 

values, and if we have leaders who are 

more longstanding than others, then the 

group will be resilient enough to withstand 

that kind of change. The G-7 has been 

around a long time, and that's an 

indication of the flexibility of the 

organization and its desire to remain like-

minded. Once leaders get together, even if 

they don't know each other, the nature of 

these summits is for them to get to know 

each other. There's no better way of 

modifying opinions than for people to talk 

to each other. 

Canada 
Rohinton P. MEDHORA/ 
President, Centre for 
International Governance 
Innovation (CIGI) 

 

France 
Thomas GOMART /  
Director, French Institute of 
International Relations (IFRI)  
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The benefits to “walking in another 
culture’s shoes”  
The conference revealed not only the deep 

knowledge The Genron NPO has on 

international affairs, but also the ability 

that the Japanese people have to 

coordinate and arrange a difficult 

discussion on such important matters. It is 

a difficult time in the world now and I 

think that the Japanese influence will be a 

beneficial one. 

  

My personal view on the dangers to 

democracy nowadays is perhaps a different 

one from people that live in Europe or in 

Southeast Asia. I come from a distant  

 

corner of the world, and we are still 

evolving towards a full democracy. 

However, when I look at the rest of the 

world, I presume that I have an advantage; 

I am not bound by European culture or by 

Asian culture or by American culture, 

which are much older than mine. I tend to 

look at the problems with, I believe, a 

greater ease of thought.  

  

We have to control the great competition 

that is starting. We all have to put 

ourselves in the other’s shoes and try to 

understand why they are taking such 

positions. The most dangerous situation is 

not when we disagree; it’s when we 

disagree and we don't know why. We need 

more understanding, more conversation, 

and to go deeper into the problems to 

achieve a balance.  

海外パネリストイ
ンタビュー5 

 

Brazil 
Carlos Ivan SIMONSEN LEAL 
/ President, Getulio Vergas 
Foundation (FGV)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Democratic quality control and drawing a 
line in the sand 
I think the Tokyo Conference was very 

successful. We had closed sessions and 

intense intellectual exchanges, and then 

we had the public event. Although it was 

not interactive, we had a lively debate and 

continued what we started in our closed 

sessions.  

  

We really must be concerned of the quality 

of our democracies, and be quite aware of 

those who take anti-system positions. 

Those who think it would be good to 

establish an alternative kind of system are 

 

 

 very short when it comes to solutions, but 

they are able to mobilize a lot of people 

who are discontent with the status quo.  

  

We have to work to have good policy 

outputs, so that people see that things are 

done in a fair way. Input is also important. 

Is there real participation? Is there the 

opportunity to voice your position, whether 

you are confirming and working along 

mainstream lines or expressing opposing 

positions? That is part of what we must 

learn. We must learn to argue, to put 

forward arguments and ideas that support 

our position, but also be open to pluralistic 

views.  

  

There is a line we cannot cross. We have to 

be quite clear that the principles of 

democracy must be observed by all actors. 

Those who do not accept it as a basis for 

the political process and public 

discourse…they are in a way enemies of 

democracy. 

Germany 
Barbara LIPPERT/  
Director of Research,  
German Institute for 
International Security  
Affairs (SWP)  
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About the Survey 
The Genron NPO released March 3rd the result of a survey of experts “To address issues 

facing us, Freedom and Democracy in Danger”, which was also the main theme of the 

Tokyo Conference. The survey was distributed about 6000 experts and conducted for 5 

days, from February 27th to March 3rd, 2017. The analysis was made based on the 281 
experts covered. 

Information of Experts 

Respondents 281 

Affiliation 

Business Executives and 

Managers：19.3% 

Businessman：16.0% 

Executives in Media：3.4% 

Media Related：7.1% 

Government Officials：3.4% 

Local Government Officials：
1.9% 

Diet Members：0.0% 

Local Assemblymen：0.0% 

Works of NPO/NGO：10.0% 

Academia/Researchers：11.9% 

Organizations：9.3% 

Students：8.2% 

Self-Employed：9.7% 

Gender 
Male：86.9% 

Female：13.1% 

Age  

10~：0.4% 

20~：6.4% 

30~：11.4% 

40~：10.0% 

50~：21.7% 

60~：26.0% 

70~：20.3% 

80~：3.9% 

Survey of Experts 
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Given the current state of the world and the United States, I believe his
statements and actions are appropriate, and it is understandable.

He is increasing unrest and conflict not only in the international system at
large but also in the United States, and I cannot agree with him.

President Trump's actions based on the “America first” principle are 
increasing conflict and anxiety regarding world norms and cooperative 

frameworks, and I find his actions rather dangerous. 

I do not believe he will put into action what he promised at the time of the
election, and it is difficult to make any judgment at present.

I am not sure.

Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

5.0% 

24.6% 

34.5% 

27.4% 

0.4% 

8.2% 

Q1. How do you assess President Trump’s actions and statements as of the present?  

【choose one】 

Q2. In addition to the emergence of President Trump, various changes are beginning to 

take place in the world such as Brexit from the EU and the rise of rightist populism in 

Europe. Given the world situation, what matters are of particular concern to you? 【choose 

one or more options】  

There is an absence of leaders who assert norms of freedom and
democracy in the world.

Actions agreed on to date regarding climate change and refugees tend
to end in a deadlock.

Free trade that supported the postwar world and the framework of
economic cooperation based on multilateralism have collapsed, and

protectionism and bilateral negotiations are set to intensify.

Restrictions on refugees and immigrants and exclusionism are
increasing as rifts in international society threaten to deepen.

In developed democracies such as the United States and Europe, there
is a rising trend toward popularism and authoritarianism.

Many countries are turning inwards, and the number of countries taking
leadership in grappling with world issues has begun to decrease.

The possibility that world order will be formed through negotiation
among the super powers of the world has emerged.

I have no particular concerns.

Other

0% 20% 40% 60%

31.7% 

42.7% 

60.9% 

54.1% 

60.1% 

60.1% 

18.2% 

1.4% 

9.3% 

有識者アンケート 
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Globalization and democracy should be given priority.

Globalization and the state should be given priority.

Democracy and the state should be given priority.

We should aim for a favorable balance among the three.

I am not sure.

Other

0% 10% 20% 30%

26.0% 

5.3% 

21.0% 

28.1% 

5.7% 

13.9% 

  

Q4. With President Trump's rise to power and the increasing influence of EU populist 

politics, how do you view the future of a liberal international system and international 

order in the world? 【choose one】 
 

The postwar framework of multilateral cooperation formed under the
leadership of the United States and others will collapse and

protectionism and bilateralism will strengthen.

In the absence of a country assuming leadership in the world order, a
so-called "G0" situation will prevail, leading to greater instability.

A rift between the West and Islam will surface and conflicts within the
world will increase.

There will be a change to a world order based on negotiations by
major world powers such as the United States, China and Russia.

Based on the current norms, multipolar forums such as the G20 and
G7 will look for ways to exert influence.

U.S. President Trump will be pressured to correct course, and
international cooperation based on multilateralism will be narrowly

maintained

I am not sure.

Other

0% 10% 20% 30%

16.0% 

22.8% 

4.6% 

12.1% 

12.8% 

22.1% 

3.2% 

6.4% 

Q3. It is said that we have a “trilemma” situation where globalization, the state and 

democracy are beginning to collide against a backdrop where freedom and democracy in the 

world are receding. What this means essentially is that realizing the three simultaneously 

is difficult. At this stage, what do you believe we should give priority to in order to improve 

this situation? 【choose one】 

有識者アンケート 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Genron NPO 45 



The move toward globalization cannot be stopped, it is consistent with the
interests of the world as a whole, and should be respected.

I acknowledge the advantages of globalization, but it has not resulted in
advantages for the world as a whole. We are at a stage where the

international community will take steps to ensure those benefits are
extended to others.

Today, globalization is widening the disparities between economies.
Globalization is at a stage where countries are working to control it in

order to enjoy the positive aspects of freedom.

In the first place, it is a mistake to think that globalization on its own will
lead to convenience and happiness in people's lives. Globalization has
reached the stage where countries should protect its people, and put a

stop to liberalization.

I am not sure.

Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

14.2% 

45.9% 

32.0% 

2.1% 

0.7% 

5.0% 

Q6. How do you view the current state of democracy in the world? 【choose one】 

What is happening in the world at present is evidence that democracy is still
functioning, and we have no choice but to accept the result.

Democracy is not a complete mechanism, and relentless efforts are required
to enable it to function. We are at the stage where we are paying dearly for

our neglect at making such efforts and this is causing the retreat of
democracy.

There is nothing more fragile than a democracy that fails to address the 
issues, and people’s anxiety and anger are beginning to be directed at 

democracy itself, the intellectuals in government, and the media, and 
democracy begun to lose the trust. 

People’s anger and fear are making it difficult to solve various problems, and 
elected governments have begun to become authoritarian. We are at the 

stage where democracy has started to break down. 

I am not sure.

Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

7.8% 

48.8% 

30.6% 

6.1% 

0.4% 

6.4% 

Q5. How do you view the current state of globalization? 【choose one】 

有識者アンケート 
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24.6% 

23.8% 

10.7% 

39.5% 

1.4% 

Yes, I can.

No, I cannot.

I had no expectations from the
beginning.

I cannot say either way.

I am not sure.

Q7. Underlying the rising populism observed in developed countries is strong criticism and 

a backlash against the intellectuals and the media. Can you expect the current intellectuals 

and media to play a role in solving problems? 【choose one】 

Q8. As we witness international politics become more unstable, do you believe preserving 

norms such as “responsible freedom” and “democracy” as well as promoting these is 

necessary for the world as well as Japan in the future? 【choose one】 

80.1% 

12.8% 

3.2% 
0.0% 2.1% 

1.1% 

I believe it is necessary.

I feel it is somewhat necessary.

I cannot say either way.

I feel it is somewhat unnecessary.

I do not believe it is necessary.

I am not sure.

有識者アンケート 
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Q9. What do you think we must do to overcome the crisis of democracy we are witnessing in 

the world today, and to make democracy function robustly? 【choose one or more options】 

People must face today’s problems in earnest, and restore their stance as 
sovereign entities. 

Opinion makers must take initiative to solve problems, and make efforts to form
sound public opinions.

Intellectuals must come to terms with solving problems, and restoring trust in
them.

We must create a tense relationship between politics and voters centered on
elections as well as a competitive environment concerning issues.

Many people who share freedom and democracy should cooperate worldwide.

We must increase opportunities for dialogue and discussion on issues through
many venues, and create an environment where many people can participate.

We must foster knowledgeable citizens and voters to deal with a government that
fails to face problems and media that is motivated by commercialism.

Within our democracy, we must foster the development of strong leaders who are
willing to grapple with problems.

It is difficult to improve such conditions.

Nothing in particular.

Other

0% 20% 40% 60%

62.6% 
60.1% 

43.4% 

34.2% 
43.8% 

39.9% 

56.2% 36.3% 
3.6% 

0.7% 

11.4% 

  
Q10. Large numbers of refugees and migrants from the Middle East and Africa have been 

pouring into Europe, causing chaos as European countries struggle to deal with the ongoing 

influx and triggering problems of xenophobia and nationalism. What do you think we need 

to give priority to in our consideration of the refugee problem right now? 【choose one】 

 

To establish international quotas that provide for the protection of refugees and
assistance to host countries.

To give priority to particularly vulnerable refugees by allowing them to settle in
third countries.

To accelerate acceptance for employment and study at the private sector level.

To reject unlawful acceptance for the time being, and give priority to establishing
an environment where a domestic understanding of the situation can be achieved.

To establish a framework where various countries around the world invest in
countries accepting refugees to create jobs and other opportunities.

To have countries of the world join forces to solve the problems of poverty and
conflicts that create refugees.

I am not sure.

Other (please specify)

0%
20%

40%
60%

11.0% 

6.4% 

6.8% 

9.3% 

8.9% 

50.2% 2.1% 

5.3% 

有識者アンケート 
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52.3% 

15.7% 

14.6% 

6.4% 

11.0% 

Yes, I think we should accept more refugees and
immigrants.

I think the current level is appropriate.

I think Japan’s refugee and immigrant intake should 
be limited. 

I am not sure.

Other

Q11. Do you think Japan should accept more refugees and immigrants? 【choose one】 

Q12. The Genron NPO has launched the “Tokyo Conference” to commence discussion of 

world issues. In the future, what topics do you think we should discuss at the Tokyo 

Conference? 【choose one or more options】 

The future of world order

The future of democracy and globalization

How we should manage globalization

The future of global governance based on multilateralism

Free trade and protectionism

The course of world trade

Refugee and migrant issues

The framework on climate change

What the int'l community can do to stabilize the Middle East

North Korea’s nuclear problem   

The kind of peaceful order to create in Northeast Asia

How development should proceed in poor countries

The promotion of global health

Conflict resolution of the UN’s PKO 

How to rebuild fragile and failed states

The future of the internet and cyber security

Security issues regarding space

I am not sure.

Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

45.6% 
60.9% 

36.3% 
37.4% 

21.4% 
18.9% 37.7% 

18.9% 29.2% 

18.9% 40.2% 

23.8% 

9.3% 

13.2% 
16.4% 27.1% 

13.5% 
0.4% 

10.7% 

有識者アンケート 
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レイアウトテスト 

About  

World Agenda Studio (WAS)  

Tokyo Conference 2017 

The Genron NPO launched a new challenge of engaging global agenda to contribute to 
the solution of global issues at hand. We wish to expand the discussion framework in 
Japan and elaborate with other leading global think-tanks in pursuit of solving the 
imminent problems facing countries around the world. For this purpose, we newly 
launched the "World Agenda Studio" page on our website, where our activities are 
reported as a voice of Japan. 

Debating global issues, proposing solutions from Japan 

February 20, 2017 
What kind of solution strategies 
should we aim for with respect 
to the refugee issue currently 
shaking the world? 
 

 

The discussion covered a wide range of 

refugee-related issues, including assessing 

the current state of the ongoing refugee 

crisis, the true scale of the challenges faced 

by the international community, their root 

causes, and the kind of initiatives the G-7 

should take with respect to the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

February 21, 2017 
Experts warn of ‘Trump effect’ 
hitting world trade system 
 

 

 

 

Global trade rules and frameworks built by 

the international community over many 

years may be destroyed by the protectionist 

inclinations of U.S. President Donald 

Trump's administration, according to noted 

Japanese researchers. Their dire warning 

came at a recent open discussion organized 

by the not-for-profit, independent Japanese 

thinktank, The Genron NPO.  

 



Panelists:  
Yasushi Iguchi 

 (Professor, Graduate School of Economics, 

Kwansei Gakuin University) 

Saburo Takizawa 

 (Chairman of the Board, Japan 

Association for UNHCR, former UNHCR 

Representative in Japan) 

Hirotaka Watanabe 

 (Director/Professor, Institute for 

International Relations, Tokyo University 

of Foreign Studies) 

 
Moderated  by: 
Yasushi Kudo 

 (President, The Genron NPO) 

  
On March 4th, The Genron NPO will 

launch the "Tokyo Conference," where 

representatives from leading global think-

tanks from 10 countries including the G-7 

member nations plus India, Indonesia, and 

Brazil, will discuss liberalism, democracy, 

and the future of the world.  

The Tokyo Conference aims to discuss the 

challenges facing the world and submit 

proposals to the G-7 summit by providing 

recommendations through the Japanese 

government and the government of Italy, 

which is the 2017 G-7 Chair. 

 

 Prior to the Tokyo Conference, a 

preliminary public discussion was held on 

February 20th, with the title, "What kind 

of solution strategies should we aim for 

with respect to the refugee crisis currently 

shaking the world?“,  between Prof. 

Yasushi Iguchi, Professor at the Graduate 

School of Economics at Kwansei Gakuin 

University, Mr. Saburo Takizawa, Japan 

Association for UNHCR Board Chairman 

and former UNHCR Representative in 

Japan, and Prof. Hirotaka Watanabe, 

Director and Professor at the Institute for 

International Relations at Tokyo 

University of Foreign Studies. The 

discussion covered a wide range of refugee-

related issues, including assessing the 

current state of the ongoing refugee crisis, 

the true scale of the challenges faced by the 

international community, their root causes, 

and the kind of initiatives the G-7 should 

take with respect to the same. 

 

   

February 20, 2017 

The Genron NPO 

レイアウトテスト 

World Agenda Studio  

- February 20 -  

What kind of solution strategies should we aim for  
with respect to the refugee issue?  
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The refugee issue stalemate 

 First, Mr. Yasushi Kudo, The Genron 

NPO President and moderator for the 

event, asked about the current state of the 

refugee issue, following which each of the 

panelists all provided a grave assessment. 

 

 First, Mr. Takizawa pointed out that 

during the Cold War, only small numbers 

of political refugees sought the asylum of 

liberal democratic states. They were 

political exiles who were welcomed by 

Western countries. However, the current 

refugees are not only political refugees, 

and above all the number of refugees is so 

large that "the current framework cannot 

handle" them. He then went on to add that 

"the lives and human rights of refugees are 

certainly important, but if the burden of 

hosting refugees is not given consideration, 

that will cause a social backlash which will 

eventually make the wave of anti-refugee 

sentiment larger." He expressed concern at 

the current complete-stalemate state of the 

asylum-centered system for responding to 

refugees. 

 

Furthermore, with respect to the UN 

response, he indicated a certain amount of 

appreciation for the adoption of the New 

York Declaration calling for more equitable 

sharing of responsibility for the support 

and hosting of refugees at last year's UN 

General Assembly, as well as for the 

inclusion into the UN system of the 

International Organization for Migration 

(IOM). However, he displayed a skeptical 

view when it came to the effectiveness of 

the UN system against a backdrop of the 

growing global backlash against migrants 

and refugees. 

 

Mr. Watanabe, agreeing with Mr. 

Takizawa's viewpoint, stated that "there is 

a lack of funding and human resources to 

tackle current crisis. A single nation 

cannot cope on its own, so there is an 

emerging necessity to deal with the 

situation collectively on a global scale."  

In particular, he alluded to the scale of the 

burden on local communities in host 

communities of host countries and 

emphasized that it is crucial to manage 

frustration in local communities in order to 

avoid politicization of refugee issues. 

 

Mr. Iguchi asserted that even with the 

influx of refugees into Europe coming 

under control, that "was simply the result 

of refugees stagnating on Europe's 

periphery." He also sounded the alarm bell, 

stating that "the current focus is solely on 

Syria, but there is increasing refugee 

influx pressure from other failed states 

such as South Sudan and Libya."  

 

Furthermore, on the topic of the IOM, Mr. 

Iguchi commented that refugee issues 

should be reframed as issues related to 

"movement of people," including 

international students and employment. 

He stressed that the issue should be 

addressed by expanding the scope of the 

refugee resettlement strategy, instead of 

framing the current issues as a mere 

"refugee crisis.” 

 

 

“There is an emerging 
necessity to deal with the 
situation collectively on a 
global scale.” 

レイアウトテスト 
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With the existing governance no longer 

responsive, thinking from a different 

perspective is essential 

Next, Mr. Kudo asked if there was a gap 

between the current global governance 

framework (including the Convention 

Relating to the Status of Refugees that 

primarily targets political refugees) and 

the reality (including the issues related to 

internally displaced persons). Mr. 

Takizawa replied that as a result of the 

more diversified causes for forced 

movement of people, such as domestic 

strife and religious persecution, "it has 

become difficult to cope using the existing 

scheme." In particular, having pointed out 

the fundamental problem in the basic 

assumption of refugee protection solely 

focused on "relief for political exiles," he 

spoke of the need for a change toward 

thinking about proactive measures for 

providing support to potential refugees in 

areas of strife - the notion of "from asylum 

to protection.“ 

 

Mr. Takizawa further added that while 

there is no convention concerning 

internally displaced persons, with the 

establishment of the Guiding Principles on 

Internal Displacement in 1998, 

international standards and norms are in 

the process of being developed. However, 

he also pointed out that there is neither a 

convention nor a body in place to protect 

survival migrants who look to other 

countries due to poverty from strife or 

other trouble. He stressed that in order to 

address the root causes producing survival 

migrants, it is vital to regain domestic 

stability in fragile states (e.g. by achieving 

sustainable development goals (SDGs)), 

and make it unnecessary to come to Europe 

for survival in the first place. 

Mr. Watanabe agreed with Mr. Takizawa's 

opinion concerning survival migrants with 

respect to the stabilization of areas of 

strife, and said that how migrants are 

integrated into society once they have 

settled, such as in the case of Europe, is 

also an important point.  

 

Mr. Watanabe also acknowledged the 

limits with respect to the ability of the 

United Nations to respond due to the fact 

that it does not embody a top-down 

structure to implement specific measures. 

This is why it is of fundamental 

importance to build horizontal cooperative 

structures to respond by enhancing 

cooperation between supranational 

organizations such as the EU and between 

the regions concerned. 

 

What are the perspectives required to 

address the refugee issue in the future? 

Finally, Mr. Kudo enquired about realistic 

and effective measures for the refugee 

issue to be touched upon in the Tokyo 

Conference and joint statement for G-7 

summit.  

 

In response to this, Mr. Takizawa 

introduced Professor James C. Hathaway's 

proposal on resettlement, which involves 

"providing protection for those who escape, 

but no right to choose which country to 

resettle." This means that "the burden on 

the countries popular with refugees, such 

as Germany, will be dispersed, and this 

will lower the incentive to risk their lives 

to go to Europe if they cannot choose the 

country for resettlement." Furthermore, 

with respect to the G-7, given the high 

possibility of the United States turning its 

back on the reception of migrants and 

refugees due to the policies of President 

Trump, he pinned his hopes on the "G-6" 

without the U.S. to play a larger part.  

The Genron NPO 
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Mr. Watanabe remarked that "it would be 

ideal if there could be a global-citizen kind 

of governance structure with respect to the 

free movement of people," but that in 

reality it is necessary to create a new 

framework for international institutions 

and regional cooperation. 

Mr. Iguchi commented that while "it is the 

mission of liberal democratic nations to 

rescue those who have been deprived of 

freedom and democracy," the "acceptance 

of 'people who are different' from one's own 

causes anxiety in any society." On this 

point, matching between hosting 

communities and refugees should be 

implemented in order to reduce anxiety in 

the community. Given the large role that 

volunteers have played in the response to 

refugees in Germany, he also stressed that 

"civilian initiatives are also important." 

Reviewing and bringing the debate to a 

close, Mr. Kudo spoke enthusiastically on 

reaching consensual recommendations to 

the G-7 summit on refugee issues at the 

Tokyo Conference which will be held on the 

4th of March, based on today's preliminary 

panel debate and discussion.  
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Panelists:  
Yoshiko Kojo 

 (Professor, the University of Tokyo's 

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences) 

Yorizumi Watanabe 

(Professor, the Faculty of Policy 

Management of Keio University's Graduate 

School of Media and Governance) 

Naoyuki Shinohara  

(Professor, the university's Policy 

Alternatives Research Institute) 

 
Moderated  by: 
Yasushi Kudo 

 (President, The Genron NPO) 

  
Global trade rules and frameworks built by 

the international community over many 

years may be destroyed by the protectionist 

inclinations of U.S. President Donald 

Trump's administration, according to noted 

Japanese researchers. Their dire warning 

came at a recent open discussion organized 

by the not-for-profit, independent Japanese 

thinktank, The Genron NPO.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History shows that past U.S. 

administrations sometimes took a 

protectionist line in trade policies, said 

Yoshiko Kojo, a professor at the University 

of Tokyo's Graduate School of Arts and 

Sciences. "The tendency is not unusual, but 

the fact that President Trump is not 

interested in multilateralism at all is a 

matter of concern," she said. Naoyuki 

Shinohara, a professor at the university's 

Policy Alternatives Research Institute, 

warned that the new president tends to 

think about trade issues with a zero-sum 

game-like approach.  

 

President Trump makes light of the 

existing trade system, probably because he 

has not examined the global trade rules 

themselves, notably those under the World 

Trade Organization and the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership (TPP) initiative, said Yorizumi 

Watanabe, a professor at the Faculty of 

Policy Management of Keio University's 

Graduate School of Media and Governance. 

The president's policy aides should 

carefully study the related trade rules and 

make him understand that the United 

States can benefit from the existing trade 

   

February 21, 2017 

The Genron NPO 

レイアウトテスト 

World Agenda Studio  

- February 21 -  

 

記事（経済） 

Experts warn of ‘Trump effect’ hitting world trade 
system 

55 



system, he said. The three-way discussion 

was held Feb. 21 as part of events to pave 

the way for the Japanese thinktank to 

inaugurate a new, private-sector debate 

framework, in which the world's opinion 

leaders will exchange views on global 

challenges.  

 

According to Genron NPO President 

Yasushi Kudo, who served as moderator at 

the discussion, the new forum, to be called 

the Tokyo Conference, will be convened in 

March and bring together thinktank 

researchers from 10 countries, the Group of 

Seven major economies - Japan, the United 

States, Germany, France, Britain, Italy 

and Canada - plus India, Indonesia and 

Brazil. They will come up with proposals to 

be presented to the Japanese government 

and Italy, the chair of the G-7 leaders' 

meeting this year.  

The three experts equally mentioned 

developments linked to globalization as 

reasons behind the changes seen in the 

situation in the United States, which has 

led the world's free-trade system in recent 

decades.  

 
“When a country is to lead 
the world, it needs to 
have the ability and the 
will to do so, but today's 
America is losing not just 
the ability but also the 
will.” 
 

 

According to Kojo, past U.S. governments, 

while taking control of the globalization 

trend, have provided supportive measures, 

when necessary, to people negatively 

affected by it, but as globalization has 

spread in financial services, it has become 

difficult for the government to fully take 

care of the affected people. When a country 

is to lead the world, it needs to have the 

ability and the will to do so, but today's 

America is losing not just the ability but 

also the will, following President Trump's 

election, she said. Shinohara, who formerly 

served as deputy managing director of the 

International Monetary Fund, said that 

jobs in the United States have been moved 

to other regions following the progress of 

globalization and as a result, "the middle 

class (in the United States) has been 

annihilated." President Trump is cleverly 

using people's fears that more U.S. jobs 

will go overseas, he said. U.S. economic 

growth slowed after the Lehman Brothers 

shock in 2008, and then, people's 

dissatisfaction grew over the fact that the 

pie, which can be provided to the affected 

people amid globalization, has become 

smaller, Shinohara said. After Lehman 

Brothers, tougher regulations were 

globally introduced for financial services, 

as instanced by rules under the Basel 

Capital Accord, and the Dodd-Frank Wall 

Street Reform and Consumer Protection 

Act. This was a worldwide trend at that 

time, but President Trump has bitterly 

criticized these measures. This means that 

the president has a rather liberal attitude 

to global financial services while taking a 

protectionist stance toward the global 

trade system, making it an "inconsistency," 

Shinohara said. 
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Watanabe said that following progress in 

the division of labor as a part of 

globalization, some poor countries became 

better off, but relative poverty grew in 

some rich developed countries. In 

developed countries, the focus of economic 

activity is shifting to the manufacturing / 

non-manufacturing sectors and the tertiary 

industry (the service industry) from the 

primary industries. When people hope to 

work in services, a higher education must 

be supplied to them, but there are an 

increasing number of people who cannot 

receive such an education in America, he 

said. The bottom line is the fact that the 

United States has failed to change its 

industrial structure despite changes in the 

economic and social environment 

surrounding its industry, Watanabe said. 

It is wrong to blame the free-trade system 

for the poor performance of American 

industry, he said. 

 

Kudo, the Genron NPO president, asked 

the experts what must be considered in 

order to maintain the global free-trade 

system. In today's global trade system, 

various factors are at work in a complex 

manner, not just those related to tariffs but 

also rules for intellectual property and 

environmental protection, Watanabe noted. 

The current international trade 

regulations have become very difficult to 

understand, but serious discussions in 

Japan about the future of world trade in 

recent years have contributed to deepening 

understanding in Japan about pertinent 

issues both among people opposing and 

people in favor of freer trade. 

Meanwhile, in the United States, only 

government officials have been involved in 

negotiations to formulate international 

trade rules, causing a sense of isolation 

among ordinary people, he said. Watanabe 

stressed the importance of each country 

creating opportunities for ordinary people 

to think about trade issues related to their 

life. He also said that China has become 

more aware in the past 10 or so years of 

the need to comply with international rules 

for intellectual property protection. Japan 

and other countries concerned should 

further try to persuade China to be 

standard-bearer for free, fair trade so that 

"China may be brought on to this side," he 

said.  

 

Shinohara noted that there are 

unfavorable side effects to the free-trade 

system, too, among them greater income 

gaps. Impartiality and justice are points of 

view that must be considered from now on, 

he said, adding that the countries 

concerned should implement economic 

policies with such points in mind. 

Referring to the U.S. withdrawal from the 

TPP multilateral trade initiative in line 

with President Trump's "America First" 

policy, Watanabe called for effectuating the 

scheme with only 11 countries involved 

and without the United States. "The doors 

should be kept open so that it may be 

easier for the United States to come back if 

it changes its mind in future," he said. A 

proposed bilateral free-trade arrangement 

between Japan and the United States as 

an alternative to the TPP will be less 

meaningful to both countries because it 

will not supplement the dynamism of the 

production network in the Asia-Pacific 

region, he said.  
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Media Coverage 

Overview 
The Tokyo Conference 2017 was covered by numerous 

media organizations, Japanese and international, 

including online news services, newspapers and TV 

broadcasters. The Tokyo Conference captured the media’s 

attention against the backdrop of the birth of the Trump 

administration in the United States, growing concerns 

over mounting populism and protectionism after Brexit, 

the participation in the open forum of Vice Minister of 

Finance for International Affairs Masatsugu Asakawa 

and Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs Shinsuke Sugiyama, 

and the submission of the joint message, directed to the G-

7 summit, to Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida. 

TV Asahi, March 5, 2017 10:57 

Numbers of Media Coverage 

 Online: 14 

 National newspaper/ 

    news agency: 10 

 TV: 1 
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Mainichi  Newspapers, March 10, 2017 
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Mainichi  Newspapers, March 30, 2017 

Mainichi Newspaper, March 5, 2017 Asahi Newspaper, March 5, 2017 
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Yomiuri  Shimbun, March 21, 2017 Yomiuri  Shimbun, March 15, 2017 
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Mainichi  Newspapers, March 27, 2017 
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Yomiuri  Shimbun, March 28, 2017 
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About  

The Genron NPO  

Tokyo Conference 2017 

言論NPO説明 
 
 
 
 

The Genron NPO is a non-profit and independent thinktank based in Japan. 

Established in 2001 as the only venue in Japan for responsible and future-oriented 

policy debate, The Genron NPO has sought to strengthen democracy and civil society in 

Japan. The institution was founded by Yasushi Kudo, the former editor-in-chief of 

political journal “Ronso Toyo Keizai”. The advisory board of The Genron NPO consists 

of 14 prominent Japanese leaders from various fields, including former Foreign 

Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi, and former U.N. Undersecretary-general Yasushi Akashi, 

who support and actively take part in the organization’s programs. To date, The 

Genron NPO has a mailing list of over 7,000 subscribers and more than 500 Japanese 

opinion leaders involved in its activities. 

 

A strong democracy calls on its citizens to determine the future of their country and 

the world as engaged stakeholders. We provide the platform necessary for citizens to 

think about domestic and global issues critically, engage with current challenges and 

take part in public debates.  To this end, The Genron NPO conducts annual 

evaluations of each administration’s performance, and appraisals of party pledges at 

each general election. 

Beyond Japan, The Genron NPO also works extensively on Northeast Asian and 

global issues. While inter-governmental diplomacy in Northeast Asia has been 

ineffective over the past decade, The Genron NPO has been successfully providing 

effective discussion platforms by successively holding the annual Tokyo-Beijing 

Forum for the past 12 years, and the Japan-Korea Future Dialogue for the past four 

years. In order to understand the public attitudes on regional and bilateral issues, we 

have also conducted annual multinational opinion polls in Japan and China, as well 

as in South Korea, over the past 12 years and four years, respectively.  

  

   Mission and Programs 
Strengthen democracy through the power of debate  

Conduct civil diplomacy to promote peace and stability in Northeast Asia 

The Genron NPO is continuously striving to facilitate responsible domestic and 

international dialogue to tackle today’s pressing challenges. Recently, The Genron 

NPO established the Tokyo Conference, a discussion platform to exchange views on 

urgent global agendas, such as challenges to democracy and the liberal order, with 

representatives from 10 international thinktanks. 

  

With the intention to promote democracy and individual freedom as the basis of 

international cooperation, the results of the debates at the Tokyo Conference were 

synthesized, and submitted to the Japanese government and the Italian government, 

which is chair of the 2017 G-7 summit. The Asia Forum of Opinion Leaders was also 

established in 2016 as a venue for intellectuals in Japan and Southeast Asia to debate 

openly and candidly about the nature of democracy in Asia.  

Organize Crosscutting Platforms to Discuss Pressing Global Agendas  
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