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Amid major changes in the geopolitical landscape and the economic balance of 
power on a global scale, we are witnessing the destabilization of the 
international order and the deterioration of diverse global issues, including risks 
to the world economy. Excessive globalization is triggering numerous economic 
and social issues, bringing about tension in relations between globalization and 
nation-states, and threatening the individual freedoms that are the very basis of 
liberal democracies.

In advanced countries, populist moves are spreading and political leaders overtly 
call for protectionist and exclusionist policies. In such circumstances, how should 
the G-7 member countries, which have been sharing the common values of 
democracy, liberty and equality, address these challenges? And what should 
developing countries do?

The aim of the Tokyo Conference is to have the representatives of the leading 
think tanks in 10 major countries conduct dialogue on diverse issues facing the 
world today in an open forum in Tokyo, and to forward what will be agreed or 
what will be discussed at the forum to the government of France, the chair of 
this year’s G-7 Summit, and the government of Japan as a message to the G-7 
leaders.

At the same time, the contents of the discussions at the forum will be broadly
delivered to civil society in Japan so as to generate debates among the public
leading to the solution of problems, at home and abroad. Furthermore, we aim to
create a multi-layered venue for public debate in Japan by bringing together
diverse discussions on how to address global issues. With an international forum
of its kind being organized in Tokyo, it is expected that Japan’s opinions will be
heard globally and that Japan’s proactive contribution to the solution of issues
facing the world will be shown more tangibly to international society.

Participating Think Tanks:
【Brazil】 Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV)
【Canada】 Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI)
【France】 French Institute of International Relations (IFRI)
【Germany】 German Institute for International Security Affairs (SWP)
【India】 Observer Research Foundation (ORF)
【Italy】 Institute of International Affairs (IAI)
【Japan】 The Genron NPO
【Singapore】 The S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS)
【United Kingdom】 Chatham House 
【United States】 Council on Foreign Relations (CFR)
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Dates: Saturday, March 2 - Monday, March 4, 2019

Venue: Hotel Okura Tokyo (2-10-4 Toranomon, Minato-ku,Tokyo, Japan)

Saturday, March 2
2:30pm-5:30pm Closed Session 1

“What should leading think tanks do to address the 

challenges facing the liberal world order and democracy?”

6:30pm-8:30pm Welcome Dinner 

Guest speaker: Fumio Kishida, former Minister of Foreign Affairs;

Chairperson, Policy Research Council, Liberal Democratic Party

Sunday, March 3
9:30am-12:00pm Closed Session 2 

“What should be done to resolve the U.S.-China confrontation?”

12:00pm-1:30pm Lunch break 

1:30pm-6:10pm Public Forum

“The U.S.- China Confrontation and the Future of the International 

Order”

1:30pm-1:45pm Opening  Remark:

Yasushi Kudo, President, The Genron NPO

1:45pm-4:00pm Session 1:”What would result from a worsening U.S.-China trade war: 

The future of the free-trade regime and the global economic system”

Keynote speaker: Clyde Prestowitz, Founder and President of the 

Economic Strategy Institute, Former Counselor to the Secretary of 

Commerce

4:15pm-5:50pm      Session 2:” The Future of the liberal world order and multilateralism 

– The raison d’etre of the G-7 / G-20 put to the test”

Keynote speaker: Yasutoshi Nishimura Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary, Japan

5:50pm-6:10pm Closing session

Messages to G7 Presidency 

Remark by French government (Laurent Pic, French Ambassador to  

Japan)

6:30pm-8:00pm Reception 

Monday, March 4 
8:00am-9:00am Breakfast meeting (Wrap-up)

9:30am-11:30am Closed Session 3

“How to realize peace in Northeast Asia – an assessment of the impact of 

the second Trump-Kim summit and the U.S.-China confrontation”
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Representatives of leading think tanks from the countries that comprise the 
Group of Seven - Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States - as well as Brazil, India, and Singapore gathered in 
Tokyo on March 3 for the third annual Tokyo Conference.

The participants from ten of the world's leading think tanks met in Tokyo 
because the common values and norms that have sustained global prosperity 
since the end of World War II, such as individual freedom, democracy, the rule 
of law and respect for human rights are being threatened, and the liberal world 
order is becoming increasingly unstable.

At this critical juncture, we consider it imperative for the think tanks in the 10 
states, which share these values, to work ever closer together, and conduct 
debate and disseminate our message to the world.

We share the goal of defending and advancing further the rule-based liberal 
world order, and the value of multilateralism. Our hope lies in a world where 
individual freedom and respect for human rights are fully honored.

At the Tokyo Conference 2019, we engaged in discussions with the growing 
confrontations between the United States and China foremost on our agenda. 
This is not only because the future of the competition between the United States 
and China is likely to cause tension in the world economy and its system, but 
because the world stands at a crossroads where the future of the world order 
will be determined.

In the last two days, we had far-reaching discussions and shared common 
perceptions on many issues.

One is that the worsening U.S.-China relationship should not end in the 
fracture of the world's political and economic system. Instead, The G7 countries 
should take a lead in a global endeavor to build a stronger rule-based world 
order. At the same time, we must join forces to fulfill our role as leaders of such 
efforts. It is wise to continue to press China toward the rule-based international 
economic system.

More importantly, all the G-7 members and the other three major states, which 
were represented at the Tokyo Conference, should strive to make our 
democratic systems, which face difficulties in terms of weakened governance 
and eroding public trust, more resilient and competitive than ever, in order to 
ensure that the values and norms of individual freedom and multilateralism 
function in today's international relations.

Statement to the Statement to the Statement to the Statement to the G7 G7 G7 G7 Summit in FranceSummit in FranceSummit in FranceSummit in France
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At the same time, we must address pressing global issues, which cannot be 
solved without international cooperation based on multilateralism, such as the 
surge of refugees, global warming, poverty, the spread of infectious diseases, the 
management of weapons of mass destruction and arms reduction. Now is the 
time to launch full-fledged endeavors to this end.

Based on the intensive discussion at the Tokyo Conference 2019, the 
participants of the conference are sending the message to the G-7 Summit to be 
held in France this August.

We believe that the G-7 should deliver a strong and effective message to the 
world in order to respect and protect values such as freedom, multilateralism 
and democracy, and that it should serve as the engine to drive the task of 
realizing such values and norms. All the think tanks from the 10 major 
countries that gathered in Tokyo have agreed to engage in the discussions 
according to the statutes of the respective institutions.

From such a standpoint, the following five points were highlighted.

First, the G-7 member states should reconfirm the significance of the values of 
individual freedom, democracy, the rule of law, respect for human rights and 
minority rights and strengthen their solidarity based on such values. The G-7 
states should seriously consider reviving the rule-based trade liberalization and 
multilateralism-oriented international cooperation, and supporting democracy 
based on individual freedom. Admittedly, both face major difficulties, and the 
G-7 states should jointly address the task of realizing a stronger liberal 
democracy in the world.

Second, the G-7 member states should accept the emerging confrontations 
between the United States and China as a historic challenge, necessitating the 
updating of the existing international institutions, and should embark on 
efforts to pursue a rule-based economic order at a higher level, in order to 
maintain the rule-based free-trade system. To this end, the G-7 states should 
unite to achieve reform of the World Trade Organization, which is being 
addressed in trilateral talks involving Japan, the United States and Europe, 
impose limitations on behavior that runs counter to the market economy, and 
pursue a sophistication of the trade rules themselves in a manner 
commensurate with the progress of the digital economy. The G-7 states should 
advocate the appropriate use of digital technologies and AI that preserve and 
enhance the individual rights and freedom.

Third, the G-7 states should proactively address issues of inequality and the 
domestic income discrepancies while seeking to associate the progress of 
globalization and digitalization with sustainable and inclusive global economic 
growth. Standard of living, stability, expansion of individual freedom and 
reducing inequality should be honored as a foundation of the order we are 
pursuing to advance further.

7
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Fourth, the G-7 states should speed up efforts to rebuild more resilient 
democratic systems to enhance the competitive edge of democracy itself. In 
order for democratic politics to regain public trust without tumbling into 
populism and authoritarian politics, democratic government itself needs to 
recover its intrinsic problem-solving capability and cycles, by speeding up the 
decision-making process and promoting new forms of citizen participation in the 
democratic life.

Fifth, each G-7 state should deepen solidarity with democracies other than the 
G-7 member states seeking multilateral solutions to global problems and the 
many citizens of these countries who respect individual freedom and diversity, 
in order to solidify broader support for a liberal international society. They 
should also seek ways to coordinate with countries that have different views. 
The efforts of the G-7 member states and other governments to defend the 
liberal world order, and sincerely address global challenges should be widely 
supported and sustained by more people in the world.

March 10, 2019
The Tokyo Conference
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10 International Thinktanks Participated
in the Tokyo Conference 2019

CanadaCanadaCanadaCanada
Center for International Governance and 

Innovation (CIGI)

FranceFranceFranceFrance
French Institute of International Relations

(IFRI)

JapanJapanJapanJapan
The Genron NPO

The United States of AmericaThe United States of AmericaThe United States of AmericaThe United States of America
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR)

GermanyGermanyGermanyGermany
German Institute for International and 

Security  Affairs (SWP)

IndiaIndiaIndiaIndia
Observer Research Foundation (ORF)

ItalyItalyItalyItaly
Institute of International Affairs (IAI)

United KingdomUnited KingdomUnited KingdomUnited Kingdom
Chatham House / The Royal Institute of 

International Affairs

BrazilBrazilBrazilBrazil
Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV)

SingaporeSingaporeSingaporeSingapore
S. Rajaratnam School of International 

Studies (RSIS)

List of Member List of Member List of Member List of Member Think tanks Think tanks Think tanks Think tanks 
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Japan
Yasushi KUDO/ President, The Genron NPO

Yasushi Kudo is the founder and president of the Genron NPO since its

establishment in 2001. In 2005, he launched annual civil dialogue (“Tokyo-

Beijing Forum”) and joint opinion poll between Japan and China, which have

been conducted over the 12 years since then. In 2013, he newly launched a

dialogue, the Japan-Korea Future Dialogue, between Japan and Korea and has

conducted a comparative opinion poll on impression of each other’s country.

From 2012, Mr. Kudo has served as Japanese delegation of the Council of

Councils, an international think tank network initiated by the Council on

Foreign Relations. “The Asia Forum of Opinion Leaders” has also been

established as a venue for open and free debate for intellectuals in Japan and

Southeast Asian countries to jointly identify common challenges, and advocate

solutions to them, while collaborating to bolster democracy and address

challenges to democracy.

The Genron NPO is a non-profit, independent think tank based in Japan.

Established in 2001 as the only venue in the country for responsible and

future-oriented debate, The Genron NPO has sought to strengthen

democracy in Japan, promote peace and stability in Northeast Asia, and

develop solutions for pressing global issues.

The United States of America

James M.LINDSAY/ Senior Vice President, Council on Foreign Relations (CFR)

(The United States of America)

James M. Lindsay is senior vice president, director of studies, and Maurice R.

Greenberg chair at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), where he oversees

the work of the more than six dozen fellows in CFR’s David Rockefeller Studies

Program. He has written widely on the American foreign-policymaking process

and the domestic politics of American foreign policy. His latest book is The

Empty Throne: America’s Abdication of Global Leadership, co-authored with

Ivo H. Daalder and published by Public Affairs in October 2018. His previous

book with Ambassador Daalder, America Unbound: The Bush Revolution in

Foreign Policy, was awarded the 2003 Lionel Gelber Prize. Dr. Lindsay writes

The Water’s Edge blog and hosts The World Next Week and The President’s

Inbox podcasts.

CFR is an independent, nonpartisan membership organization, thinktank,

and publisher dedicated to being a resource for its members, government

officials, business executives, journalists, educators and students, civic and

religious leaders, and other interested citizens in order to help them better

understand the world and the foreign policy choices facing the United

States and other countries since 1921.

List of Tokyo Conference Participants List of Tokyo Conference Participants List of Tokyo Conference Participants List of Tokyo Conference Participants (Thinktank Representatives)(Thinktank Representatives)(Thinktank Representatives)(Thinktank Representatives)
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United Kingdom
Leslie VINJAMURI/ Head of the US and the Americas Program, Chatham House
(United Kingdom)

Leslie Vinjamuri is Head of the US and the Americas Programme, and Dean of

the Academy for Leadership in International Affairs. She writes and speaks on

transatlantic relations, the US role in the world, international order, conflict,

and intervention. She is a frequent panelist at conferences and comments

regularly for the global media on US and the world. She has testified on the

House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee on Humanitarian Intervention

and the Responsibility to Protect. Leslie is also an associate professor of

International Relations at SOAS University of London. She is on the editorial

board of the Cambridge Studies in International Relations at Cambridge

University Press and on the advisory board of LSE IDEAS where she is also a

Visiting Senior Fellow. Previously, she was Director of the Centre on Conflict,

Rights and Justice at SOAS and prior to this, on the faculty of the School of

Foreign Service, Georgetown University. She has held residential fellowships at

Harvard University and the LSE. She worked in the Asia Bureau of USAID and

the Foreign Affairs Division at Congressional Research Service.

Chatham House, the Royal Institute of International Affairs, founded in

1920, is an independent policy institute based in London. Its mission is to

help build a sustainably secure, prosperous and just world.

India
Sunjoy JOSHI/ Chairman, Observer Research Foundation (ORF) (India)

Sunjoy Joshi heads the Observer Research Foundation (ORF), New Delhi as its

Chairman and Chief Executive. His own field of work is in Energy and

Environment, on which speaks, writes and comment on regularly. Looks at

non-traditional security threats and the challenges to growth and employment

faced by emerging economies in a world facing technological disruption on a

scale never experienced before. As a member of the Indian Administrative

Service has had long experience in Development and Economic policies of the

Government of India. He has been Visiting Associate at the International

Institute of Strategic Studies, London and Distinguished Visitor to the Program

on Energy and Sustainable Development, University of Stanford. Takes keen

interest in social development initiatives as Vice President of the Mountain

Children’s Foundation, a not for profit organization working with

disadvantaged rural children in the Himalayas.

ORF, founded in 1990, seeks to lead and aid policy thinking towards 

building a strong and prosperous India in a fair and equitable world. It 

provides non-partisan, independent, well-researched analyses and inputs to 

diverse decision-makers in governments, business communities, and 

academia and to civil society around the world. The mandate is to conduct 

in-depth research, provide inclusive platforms and invest in tomorrow’s 

thought leaders today.

List of Tokyo Conference Participants List of Tokyo Conference Participants List of Tokyo Conference Participants List of Tokyo Conference Participants (Thinktank Representatives)(Thinktank Representatives)(Thinktank Representatives)(Thinktank Representatives)
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Singapore
ONG Keng Yong/ Executive Deputy Chairman, S. Rajaratnam School of
International Studies (RSIS) (Singapore)

Ambassador ONG Keng Yong is Executive Deputy Chairman of the S.

Rajaratnam School of International Studies at the Nanyang Technological

University in Singapore. Concurrently, he is Ambassador-at-Large at the

Singapore Ministry of Foreign Affairs, non-resident High Commissioner to

Pakistan and non-resident Ambassador to Iran. Mr. Ong also serves as

Chairman of the Singapore International Foundation (SIF). Mr. Ong was High

Commissioner of Singapore to Malaysia from 2011 to 2014. He served as

Secretary-General of ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations), based in

Jakarta, Indonesia from January 2003 to January 2008. Mr. Ong started his

diplomatic career in 1979 and was posted to the Singapore Embassies in Saudi

Arabia, Malaysia and the United States of America. He was Singapore's High

Commissioner to India and concurrently Ambassador to Nepal from 1996 to

1998. From September 1998 to December 2002, he was Press Secretary to the

then Prime Minister of Singapore, Mr. Goh Chok Tong. At the same time, Mr.

Ong held senior appointments in the Ministry of Information, Communications

and the Arts, and the People's Association in Singapore. From 2008 to 2011,

he served as Director of the Institute of Policy Studies (IPS) in the Lee Kuan Yew

School of Public Policy at the National University of Singapore.

RSIS, was officially inaugurated on 1 January 2007. Prior to this, it was 

known as the Institute of Defense and Strategic Studies (IDSS), which was 

established 10 years earlier, on 30 July 1996, by Dr. Tony Tan Keng Yam, 

then Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Defense. Dr. Tony Tan later 

became the elected seventh President of the Republic of Singapore. Like its 

predecessor, RSIS was established as an autonomous entity within Nanyang 

Technological University (NTU). RSIS’ mission is to be a leading research and 

graduate teaching institution in strategic and international affairs in the Asia 

Pacific.

Canada
Rohinton P. MEDHORA/ President, Centre for International Governance
Innovation (CIGI) (Canada)

Rohinton P. Medhora is president of the Centre for International Governance

Innovation, joining in 2012. He served on CIGI's former International Board of

Governors from 2009 to 2014. Previously, he was vice president of programs at

Canada’s International Development Research Centre. He received his

doctorate in economics in 1988 from the University of Toronto, where he

subsequently taught. His fields of expertise are monetary and trade policy,

international economic relations, aid effectiveness, and development

economics.

CIGI, founded in 2001, is an independent, non-partisan thinktank with an

objective and uniquely global perspective. Our research, opinions and public

voice make a difference in today’s world by bringing clarity and innovative

thinking to global policy making. Its research programs focus on governance

of the global economy, global security and politics, and international law.
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Germany
Volker PERTHES/ Executive Chairman and Director, German Institute for
International and Security Affairs (SWP) (Germany)

Volker Perthes has been Executive Chairman and Director of SWP (Stiftung
Wissenschaft und Politik), the German Institute for International and Security
Affairs, since October 2005. In 2015/2016 he also served as UN Assistant
Secretary General and Senior Adviser to the UN Special Envoy for Syria; from
2016 – 2018 he chaired the Ceasefire Task Force (CTF) for Syria on behalf of
the UN. Volker Perthes earned his doctoral degree in 1990 and his habilitation
in 1999 from the University of Duisburg and worked as assistant professor at
the American University of Beirut from 1991 to 1993. Today, he teaches
International Relations at Humboldt University Berlin and Freie Universität
Berlin. Volker Perthes serves on various national and international bodies such
as the Scientific Advisory Council of the Finnish Institute of International Affairs
(FIIA) (as chairperson), the International Advisory Council of the Shanghai
Institute for International Studies (SIIS) or the Robert Bosch International
Advisory Council. Dr. Perthes is a frequent commentator in German and
international media on German and European foreign and security policy,
international relations and geopolitics, and regional dynamics and transitions
in the Middle East.

SWP is a foundation which advises political decision-makers on
international politics and foreign and security policy since 1962. Its services
are orientated primarily towards the German government and Bundestag,
as well as relevant international organizations such as the European Union,
NATO and the United Nations.

Brazil
Carlos Ivan SIMONSEN LEAL/ President, Getulio Vergas Foundation (FGV)
(Brazil)

Professor Carlos Ivan Simonsen Leal is President of the Getulio Vargas

Foundation since August 2000. In 1980, he graduated in Civil Engineering from

the Engineering School of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ), but

opted for an academic life and graduated in Mathematical Economics from the

“Instituto de Matemática Pura e Aplicada”, in 1982. Doctor degree at the

“Escola de Pós Graduação em Economia” - EPGE of Getulio Vargas Foundation

(1980-1982) and obtained the title of Doctor in Economics from Princeton

University (USA) in 1986. At FGV, he held the following positions: director of

FGV Business, 1992-4; general director of EPGE, 1994-7; and vice-president of

FGV, 1997-2000.

FGV, founded in 1944, is world renowned center for quality education 

dedicated to promoting Brazil's economic and social development. With 

eight schools, two research institutes, technical assistance projects and a 

publishing unit, FGV is ranked one of the top thinktanks and top higher 

education institutions in the world.
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France
Alice EKMAN/ Head of China research, French Institute of International
Relations (IFRI) (France)

Alice Ekman is Head of China research at Ifri’s Center for Asian Studies. She is

also an Associate professor at Sciences Po in Paris. She specializes in China’s

domestic and foreign policy, Taiwan and the Korean peninsula. Her research

interests also include global governance, forum diplomacy and the evolution

of think tanks. Fluent in Mandarin Chinese, she regularly undertakes research

fieldwork in China and East Asia. Dr. Ekman was formerly Visiting Scholar at

Tsinghua University (Beijing), at National Taiwan Normal University (Taipei),

and more recently at the Asan Institute for Policy Studies (Seoul). She is

currently a member of the EU committee of the Council for Security

Cooperation in the Asia Pacific (CSCAP) and provides China expertise to the

European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS).She holds a PhD from

Sciences Po in International Relations and a Master from the London School

of Economics. She recently published a book on China’s foreign policy (“La

Chine dans le monde”, CNRS Editions, 2018) and a collective report on France

and Europe’s approach towards the Belt & Road (Ifri, February 2019), among

other publications ( www.ifri.org ).

IFRI, founded in 1979, is the principal institution for independent research

and debate in France that is dedicated to the analysis of international

affairs and global governance. Ifri’s policy-oriented research strives to

illuminate international events and put them in perspective. It is primarily

useful for political and economic decision-makers as well as academics,

opinion leaders, and civil society representatives.

Italy
Ettore GRECO/ Executive Vice President, Institute of International Affairs (IAI)
(Italy)

Ettore Greco is Executive Vice President of the IAI and also heads the Italy's

foreign policy and the Multilateralism and global governance programs of the

institute. He was also Director of the IAI from 2008 to 2017. He worked as

visiting fellow at the Brookings Institution from January 2006 to July 2007. He

taught at the universities of Parma and Bologna. From 2000 to 2006 he

worked as correspondent for the Economist Intelligence Unit. From 1993 to

2000 he directed the IAI's program on Central and Eastern Europe. He was

also Deputy Director of the IAI from 1997 to 2008. From 2000 to 2006 he was

Editor of The International Spectator. He is the author of a number of

publications on the EU's institutions and foreign policy, transatlantic relations

and the Balkans. He has been a free-lance journalist since 1988.

IAI, founded in 1965, is a non-profit organization in Rome. The Institute's

main objective is to promote an understanding of the problems of

international politics through studies, research, meetings and publications,

with the aim of increasing the opportunities of all countries to move in the

direction of supranational organization, democratic freedom and social

justice.
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Masatsugu ASAKAWA
Vice Minister of Finance for International Affairs, Ministry of Finance

Masatsugu Asakawa is Vice Minister of Finance for International Affairs and

responsible for all international policies of the Japanese Ministry of Finance (MOF).

Since he joined the ministry in 1981, he has held many senior positions, including

Director-General of the International Bureau, Deputy Vice Minister for Policy

Planning and Co-ordination. He also served as Executive Assistant to the Prime

Minister (2008-09), and Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister (2012-13). He

was also Head for Technical Assistance Management Unit, Fiscal Affairs Department

at the IMF, and Executive Assistant to the President of Asian Development Bank.

Besides, he held several positions at the Committee on Fiscal Affairs (CFA), OECD,

including Co-Chair for Board for Co-operation with Non-OECD Economies, Co-Chair

for Forum on Harmful Tax Practices, Member of the Advisory Board, and Chair for

CFA(2011-2016). He obtained his BA from University of Tokyo (Economics Faculty)

in 1981, and MPA from Princeton University in 1985.

Clyde V. PRESTOWITZ, Jr.
President,  Economic Strategy Institute

Clyde Prestowitz is founder and President of the Economic Strategy 

Institute(ESI). Mr. Prestowitz has played key roles in achieving congressional 

passage of NAFTA and in shaping the final content of the Uruguay Round, as 

well as providing the intellectual basis for current U.S. trade policies toward 

Japan, China, and Korea. Prior to founding ESI, Mr. Prestowitz served as 

counselor to the Secretary of Commerce in the Reagan Administration. There, 

he led many U.S. trade and investment negotiations with Japan, China, Latin 

America, and Europe. He has served as vice chairman of the President's 

Committee on Trade and Investment in the Pacific and sits on the Intel Policy 

Advisory Board and the U.S. Export-Import Bank Advisory Board.

Mr. Prestowitz has a B.A. with honors from Swarthmore College; an M.A. in 

East-West Policies and Economics from the East-West Center of the University 

of Hawaii; and an M.B.A. from the Wharton Graduate School of Business.
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Yasutoshi NISHIMURA
Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary

LEE Geun

Professor of International Relations, Seoul National University

Geun Lee is Professor of International Relations at the Graduate School of 

International Studies, Seoul National University, and former Dean of Office of 

International Affairs, Seoul National University. From 2015 to 2016, He was 

visiting Super Global Professor at Keio University in Japan. He is also former 

President of an independent think tank, Mirezi, and former Chair of the 

Global Agenda Council on the Future of Korea of World Economic Forum 

(Davos Forum), and currently a member of Global Future Council of World 

Economic Forum. Before joining the faculty of Seoul National University, he 

served as a professor at the Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security 

(IFANS), Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Republic of Korea. He also 

served as President of an independent think tank, Korea Institute for Future 

Strategies from 2003-2007. His publications include “The Clash of Soft Power 

between China and Japan,” “Inter-Korean Relations and the US policy for 

Northeast Asia: A Theoretical Review and Policy Recommendations,” “A 

Theory of Soft Power and Korea’s Soft Power Policy,” “The Nexus between 

Korea’s Regional Security Options and Domestic Politics,” “US Global Defense 

Posture Review and its Implications on US-Korea” and co-authored The 

Environmental Dimension of Asian Security.  He received his B.A. in political 

science from Seoul National University, and M.A. and PhD in political science 

from the University of Wisconsin at Madison, U.S.
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Shigeru ISHIBA

Member of the House of Representatives, former Minister of Defense

Yoji KODA

Former Commander in Chief of the Maritime Self-Defense Fleet

Vice Admiral Koda graduated Japan Defense Academy in 1972, and joined

the JMSDF. He is a qualified surface warfare officer, and commanded a

destroyer and Fleet Surface Force at sea. His shore duty includes Director for

Strategy, Policy and Operations, Maritime Staff. He retired from JMSDF as

Commander in Chief, Self-Defense Fleet, in 2008. Then, he was invited to

Asia-Center, Harvard University as a research fellow on Chinese Naval

Strategy from June 2009 to July 2011.

Masanori NISHI

Former Administrative Vice-Minister of Defense

Masanori Nishi is a former Administrative Vice-Minister of Defense. He

Joined Japan Defense Agency (JDA) in 1978. He held various senior positions

such as Deputy Director General, Technical Research and Development

Institute, JDA , Assistant Vice-Minister, Cabinet Office, Director General,

Bureau of Finance and Equipment, Ministry of Defense (MOD) , Director

General, Bureau of Defense Policy, MOD, Administrative Vice Minister of

Defense, MOD and Special Adviser to the Minister of Defense.

Ichiro FUJISAKI

President, The America-Japan Society; Former Ambassador to the United

States of America

Ichiro Fujisaki is President of the America-Japan Society, Inc. Born in 1947 and

entered the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1969. He was the Ambassador to

the United States from 2008 to 2012, after serving as Director-General of the North

American Affairs Bureau, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the Ambassador

to the permanent mission of Japan to the international organizations in Geneva.
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Reception (March 3, 2019)



Public Forum…………………………………………………….…………....

Session 1

What would result from a worsening U.S.-China 

trade war : The future of the free-trade regime and 

the global economic system 

Session 2

The Future of the liberal world order and 

multilateralism: The raison d’etre of the G-7 / G-20 

put to the test

Tokyo Conference 2019 Tokyo Conference 2019 Tokyo Conference 2019 Tokyo Conference 2019 
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Panelists: Tokyo Conference Participants

James M. LindsayJames M. LindsayJames M. LindsayJames M. Lindsay
(Senior Vice President, Council on Foreign 
Relations, the United States of America)
Leslie VinjamuriLeslie VinjamuriLeslie VinjamuriLeslie Vinjamuri
((((Head of the US and the Americas Programme, 
and Dean of the Academy for Leadership in 
International Affairs, the Chatham House, The 
United Kingdom)
Alice EkmanAlice EkmanAlice EkmanAlice Ekman
(Head of China research, French Institute of 
International Relations, France)
Ettore GrecoEttore GrecoEttore GrecoEttore Greco
((((Executive Vice President, Istituto Affari 
Internazionali, Italy)
Sunjoy JoshiSunjoy JoshiSunjoy JoshiSunjoy Joshi
（Chairman, Observer Research Foundation, 
India)
Volker PerthesVolker PerthesVolker PerthesVolker Perthes
(Director, German Institute for International 
Security Affairs, Germany)
Rohinton MedhoraRohinton MedhoraRohinton MedhoraRohinton Medhora
(President, Centre for International Governance 
Innovation, Canada)
Ong KengYongOng KengYongOng KengYongOng KengYong
(Director, S.Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies, Singapore)
Carlos Ivan Simonsen LealCarlos Ivan Simonsen LealCarlos Ivan Simonsen LealCarlos Ivan Simonsen Leal
((((President, Getulio Vargas Foundation, Brazil)
Yasushi KudoYasushi KudoYasushi KudoYasushi Kudo
((((President, The Genron NPO, Japan)

Keynote Speaker 

Clyde PrestowitzClyde PrestowitzClyde PrestowitzClyde Prestowitz
Founder and President of the Economic Strategy Institute, 

Former Counselor to the Secretary of Commerce

1:45-4:00pm

Ascot Hall II, B2F, Hotel Okura Tokyo

Panelist: Guest Speaker 

Clyde PrestowitzClyde PrestowitzClyde PrestowitzClyde Prestowitz
(Founder and President of the 
Economic Strategy Institute, 
Former Counselor to the Secretary 
of Commerce)
Wei JianingWei JianingWei JianingWei Jianing
(Research Fellow, Development 
Research Center of the State 
Council)
Geun LeeGeun LeeGeun LeeGeun Lee
(Professor of International 
Relations, Seoul National 
University)
Yasutoshi NishimuraYasutoshi NishimuraYasutoshi NishimuraYasutoshi Nishimura
(Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary)
Masatsugu AsakawaMasatsugu AsakawaMasatsugu AsakawaMasatsugu Asakawa
(Vice Minister of Finance for 
International Affairs, Ministry of 
Finance)
Laurent PicLaurent PicLaurent PicLaurent Pic
(French Ambassador to Japan)

What would result from a worsening U.S.-China 

trade war : The future of the free-trade regime 

and the global economic system

Public Forum Public Forum Public Forum Public Forum ----Session 1Session 1Session 1Session 1----
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On March 3, 2019, representatives 
from ten think tanks from major 
countries around the world gathered 
in Japan for the public forum of the 
Tokyo Conference, a dialogue on the 
diverse array of issues facing the 
world today.

Yasushi Kudo, president of The 
Genron NPO, welcomed the panelists 
and audience to the public forum. 
The aim of the public forum was to 
allow the panelists to exchange 
opinions on the U.S.-China 
confrontation and the future of the 
international order, and the first of 
the two public sessions focused on the 
potential results of a worsening trade 
war between the U.S. and China. 
During the first session, panelists 
were invited to give their opinions on 
the future of the free-trade system 
and multilateralism, and Kudo 
invited the two keynote speakers to 
open the first session by offering 
some insight into the issues being 
faced.

First to speak was Clyde Prestowitz, 
President of the Economic Strategy 
Institute, who opened by 
emphasizing that the situation is "not 
just about the U.S. and China." 
According to Prestowitz, after China 
was brought into the WTO, it was 
expected to evolve and follow the 
rules in place.

However, after twelve years of 
repeated talks between the U.S. and 
China, the only changes that 
occurred were unexpected ones. 
"After 2012," Prestowitz explained. 
"It seemed that the role of the 
government increased. This was 
accompanied by a buildup of Chinese 
military power and military 
equipment, expansion of occupied 
islands in the South China Sea, Air 
Information Zones, and more."

The situation won't be resolved 
through more purchases of "soy beans 
and natural gas" by China, he said. 
"It's about free versus managed
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markets." Prestowitz pointed out that 
the current discussion is framed as 
the result of U.S. aggression because 
of President Donald Trump's tariffs, 
but looking more deeply into the 
background suggests to Prestowitz 
that China is equally complicit.

In addition, the currently available 
methods of resolution are inadequate, 
Prestowitz explained, with the WTO 
unable to deal with cyber security, IP 
theft, and other issues, while the IMF 
is unable to deal with floating 
exchange rates, rate management, 
and countries intervening in markets

Prestowitz also noted that term 
"decoupling" has come to be used 
more often when discussing the U.S.-
China relationship.

"Many prominent scholars and 
officials have said that we can't just 
have decoupling," he said. "China is 
already too big, and our corporations 
are already too invested in China. 
And yet, we do have 
decoupling...already in the cyber 
world, there is decoupling. And the 

decoupling was not at the behest of 
the United States or Japan or the 
E.U. It was declared by China.“

Prestowitz said that this should be 
kept in mind considering that the 
current discussion often focuses on 
placing the U.S. as the more 
aggressive party due to Trump's call 
for tariffs, whereas the background 
suggests that China has also played a 
role in causing the current situation.

"The U.S.-China discussion has to be 
seen in the context of a larger 
requirement for reform of the rules-
based global order," Prestowitz 
concluded.

Masatsugu Asakawa is Vice Minister 
of Finance for International Affairs 
for Japan, and during his keynote, he 
referred to the surprise China felt 
when the U.S. tariffs were announced 
after an agreement had been reached 
in summer of 2018.

"They agreed to bilateral talks on the 
trade deficit, cyber espionage, and 
other topics. Then the tariffs were 
announced, with March 1 being the 
deadline for when the tariffs would 
come into effect. That deadline was 
postponed," Asakawa explained.

In addition to the tariff issues, 
Asakawa believes that various 
aspects of the WTO need reform. This 
would allow issues such as the U.S.-
China trade imbalance to be
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discussed "in the context of the global 
community." Asakawa also noted that 
even if Chinese imports to the U.S. 
are subject to tariffs and reduced in 
volume, there will be a subsequent 
increase in imports from other 
countries. So, on the macro level, the 
trade imbalance will remain the same, 
just with a greater number of 
countries on the other side of the 
scale.

"International trade is the engine 
that drives the world economy," 
Asakawa said. "When there is a 
problem, the negative impact is felt 
globally." If tariffs are increased, 
Asakawa fears that the burden will 
be on U.S. consumers, which could 
affect the U.S. economy.

"We have to solve the U.S.-China 
friction," he continued. "And bilateral 
negotiation is not enough. By joining 
the WTO, China was expected to 
align to the international standard. 
We cannot abandon that goal. We 
need to encourage Chinese 
engagement in the multilateral 
system.“

After the keynote speeches, Kudo 
moderated the discussion session. 
Five members of the panel gave 
detailed comments, while the 
remaining members were asked to 
respond.

James Lindsay, Senior Vice President 
at the Council on Foreign Relations 
in the U.S. offered a few observations, 
the first of which was that the 
"confrontation has been a long time 
coming."

He reiterated Prestowitz's point 
about the world's expectations of 
China after it was accepted into the 
WTO, and noted that most Americans

thought it was a win-win solution.

"China would change and become a 
'responsible stakeholder', and it 
would accept the U.S.-created world 
order," he said. "But perhaps it was 
naïve. No one anticipated the speed 
of China's economic rise." According 
to Lindsay, that rise resulted not in a 
"responsible stakeholder" in China, 
but rather a "great power" that was 
exploiting and ignoring the rules of 
the order.

"In many ways, the question that is 
really worth asking is not 'Why is the 
United States reacting?' but 'Why in 
fact it took so long for the United 
States to react to Chinese behavior?'"

Lindsay also believes that the current 
confrontation is about more than 
Trump. While Trump's approach to 
the issue has been criticized, "there is 
a consensus that Chinese behavior 
needs to be challenged, and if the U.S. 
doesn't challenge it, things will get 
worse."

Finally, Lindsay pointed out that the 
issues in the current U.S.-China 
confrontation involve more than just 
the U.S.

"They affect all of its like-minded 
friends and allies," he said before 
concluding. "Given that President 
Trump has had a tendency to act 
unilaterally, and to ignore the offers
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of help of America's friends and allies, 
I hope that America's friends and 
allies will continue to take the 
important steps to put pressure on 
China to adhere to common and 
mutually beneficial rules of the road."

Alice Ekman is Head of China 
Research at the French Institute of 
International Relations, and she sees 
at least three non-trade aspects about 
which the two countries have 
diverging positions.

The first is strategic, with China and 
the U.S. having "completely different 
positions on the Taiwan Strait, the 
Korean Peninsula, and the South 
China Sea." The second is China's 
dissatisfaction with the Bretton 
Woods system. Chinese institutions 
consider the current framework to be 
a product of the West, which makes it 
unacceptable for China. Finally, 
there is a large ideological gap in 
terms of domestic policy, particularly 
under Xi Jinping's leadership.

Ekman posed a few questions that 
need to be answered before a solution 
can be found. Will China and the U.S. 
build bridges between their non-
standardized infrastructures? Can 
the U.S. accept in practical terms the 
overlap arising from China 
welcoming U.S. allies into its own 
security alliance? In addition, will 
Chinese companies offer development 
assistance to countries that refuse to 
also introduce the Chinese political 

model? Ekman sees the issues arising 
from the above questions resulting in 
further global bipolarization.

Providing one Southeast Asian 
perspective was Keng Yong Ong, 
Executive Deputy Chairman of the S. 
Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies in Singapore.

Ong explained that Singapore is 
focused on trade and investment, and 
that the rest of Southeast Asia shares 
that focus. The issue is that stability 
and predictability are required for 
progress, and rules are needed to 
help the countries of Southeast Asia 
"advance to the next level, develop 
our respective societies, and share 
good governance for all our peoples." 
This is why they look at the friction 
between the U.S. and China as 
unfavorable. "We hope it will not lead 
to confrontation," Ong said. "We 
think the existing order is beneficial 
to everyone. But it is under a lot of 
pressure, and we are working to 
stabilize it. Whatever happens, 
maintenance or reform, we need rules, 
structure, understanding, and a 
consensus to improve."

Ong explained that Southeast Asia is 
conscious of the problems that can 
arise from having two different 
systems. "Most Southeast Asian 
countries see having competitive 
systems as bad for the world order," 
he said.

Canada's Rohinton Medhora, 
President of the Centre for 
International Governance Innovation 
began by praising China's 
accomplishment since its entry into 
the WTO of bringing more people out 
of poverty that any other country in 
history.

"China did what any responsible
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state would do. It used the rules of 
the game to improve the lot of its 
people," Medhora said. He then posed 
a rhetorical question: if the real goal 
is to bring the world together, would 
people rather have China periodically 
do irritating things while in the 
system, or do we want to isolate 
China and see what happens then?

"We should be looking to improve 
those rules of the game," he stressed. 
"But this is not the time to cast China 
out." Medhora stated that the areas 
that are causing the most friction -
how to deal with climate change, 
intellectual property and new 
technologies - are "exactly the issues 
for which we do not have institutions, 
because these problems didn't exist."

Medhora feels that people "are 
talking about the rules of the game as 
if they existed, when in fact, for the 
most part, we should be talking about 
creating them in the first place.“

Medhora also stated that he doesn't 
"buy the rhetoric" coming from the 
U.S. regarding its claims about the 
Scandinavia countries, Canada, and 
China having interventionist policies 
while the U.S. does not.

"That's not true," he said before 
concluding that, "All countries do it. 
The U.S. just calls it something 
different. We need a system where all 
countries have a stake in the global 
order."

Masahiro Kawai is with the 
University of Tokyo's Graduate 
School of Policy, and he agreed with 
the previous speakers who described 
the U.S.-China tension as being 
about more than just trade.

"In the next ten years, the Chinese 
economy will surpass the U.S. 

economy in nominal GDP terms," 
Kawai explained. "Manufacturing is 
already far beyond the U.S., and the 
Chinese tech sector is also growing 
rapidly. It's just a matter of time 
before they catch up and surpass the 
U.S. there too."

Kawai believes that the U.S. is well 
aware of that future, and that this is 
the reason for the friction between 
the two countries. Under one-party 
rule, China's managed economy is 
another problem, and they have 
made little progress in terms of the 
introduction of democracy or in 
human rights issues. Kawai 
suggested that "perhaps a different 
form of engagement is warranted" to 
change China.

These can be partly achieved through 
bilateral talks, but Kawai believes 
that regional and multilateral 
pressure are also a key part of the 
solution. In addition, he mentioned 
that some thinkers in China have 
begun proposing reform, and that it 
would be beneficial to "liaise with 
them to change China from the 
inside."

At this point, Kudo asked the panel 
where President Trump's interests lie. 
Is he interested in fixing the U.S. 
relationship with China, or is he 
simply trying to fix the trade deficit? 
Is his final objective structural 
reform in China or the isolation of 
China?

"I think Trump hasn't made up his 
mind," Lindsay said. "Pounding the 
table has created an opportunity, but 
he has no goal. We talk about rules-
based order, but this is not an order 
that Trump has ever accepted. I 
think that Trump's analysis is wrong, 
but it guides how he operates."
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Regarding decoupling, Asakawa 
noted that China has become an 
integral part of the Bretton Woods 
framework and couldn't be separated 
even were they to create their own 
framework. "More problematic is the 
risk of Chinese defaulting on foreign 
loans, and the potential economic 
slowdown and drop in the value of 
the Renminbi," he said. "The Chinese 
economy could potentially collapse, 
and if it did, it would set off a global 
crisis. China is a part of the system, 
so issues have to resolved smoothly.“

Volker Perthes is Director of the 
German Institute for International 
Security Affairs (SWP), and he pointed 
out that before we assume that a 
conflict exists, we must first 
understand the situation, and thereby 
overcome it.

"Is it about trade, ideology, security or 
geopolitics?" Perthes asked. "It may be 
about everything, but we should 
establish priority. Where should we 
start? If it is security, we should speak 
about arms control. If trade, it's about 
reform of the WTO, and if ideology, we 
should make our democracy resilient.“

Sunjoy Joshi, Chairman of India's 
Observer Research Foundation is 
confident that the trade war will be 
resolved, but that the deeper conflict, 
that of who will dominate the 
technological sector, is going to 
continue.

"Who will rule the telecommunication 

networks of the future? That will 
determine the contours of this next war, 
which will continue beyond the next 
election," he said.

"The larger strategic battle will 
continue," he said, and countries like 
India do not want to be forced to 
choose which system they must follow.

"If we are forced to choose, someone 
will end up disappointed," he said. 
"Because we will always choose what is 
best for ourselves."

Leslie Vinjamuri of Chatham House in 
the UK described how many people 
disagree with the idea of the liberal 
international order because, "They feel 
it doesn't serve their needs. The rules-
based order needs to be flexible enough 
to deal with that, or we end up in the 
position we are in the UK now, and 
possibly the U.S..“

In addition, Vinjamuri thinks that 
people have tried to coopt a framework 
they are comfortable with, i.e. that of 
the Cold War, in order to understand 
the current state of global affairs. 
However, she thinks the comparison 
isn't entirely appropriate, due to the 
idea of competing ideologies.

"There are differences between how the 
two countries deal with the state and 
society," she said. "But I think the term 
'ideology' is potentially very 
dangerous."

Carlos Ivan Simonsen Leal is President 
of the Getulio Vargas Foundation in 
Brazil, and he pointed to the digital 
sector to show that the competition 
between countries is not necessarily 
irrational. The extension of Moore's 
Law predicts that computer speeds 
double every 18 months, and for the 
last 60 years, the rule has held true in 
one form or another.
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"The U.S. had a head start," he said. 
"It is less now, but it still has an 
advantage.“

However, Heisenberg's uncertainty 
principle places a physical limit on 
the validity of Moore's Law, and some 
experts say that it will be invalid 
around 2025, according to Simonsen 
Leal. "Whoever wins there will have 
the advantage," he said.

Ettore Greco, Executive Vice 
President of Italy's Institute of 
International Affairs offered a 
warning about the limitations of 
economic links, pointing to history as 
an example.

"They may prevent decoupling," 
Greco said. "But at a certain point, if 
the rivalry deepens, as history has 
taught us, political tension can 
prevail."

Prestowitz wrapped up the first
session of the public forum, noting 
that although China is exerting its 
influence in various ways by using its 
economic position to "direct the 
political or philosophical flow," some 
Asian nations are reluctant to make a 
choice one way or another.

"Ultimately," he said. "It comes down 
to the question of what are our values, 
and how do we defend them?"
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On March 3, 2019, representatives 
from ten think tanks from major 
countries around the world gathered 
in Japan for the public forum of the 
Tokyo Conference, a dialogue on the 
diverse array of issues facing the 
world today. The public forum aimed 
to provide panelists with the 
opportunity to exchange opinions on 
the U.S.-China confrontation and the 
future of the international order.

The first of the two public sessions 
focused on the potential results of a 
worsening trade war between the U.S. 
and China. The second session, 
covered here, focused on methods of 
defending and advancing the liberal 
world order.

Yasutoshi Nishimura, Deputy Chief 
Cabinet Secretary of the Japanese 
government, began his keynote by 
mentioning how the Japanese 
government views the US-China 
conflict, Nishimura repeated a 
comment made by Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe, in which Abe 
warned that a tit-for-tat tariff battle 

would be of no benefit to anyone.

Meanwhile, some aspects of the WTO 
framework seem to be lagging behind 
the times, and Japan hopes to utilize 
the trilateral dialogue we have with 
the U.S. and the E.U. to engage in 
discussion regarding the creation of
robust rules.

In addition, Nishimura also cited the 
proposal Prime Minister Abe made at 
the World Economic Forum in Davos 
in January, which argued that 
international rules need to be created 
to deal with data sharing. Nishimura 
believes that, "Japan should play a 
central role in providing a stage for 
international rule-making" at this 
year's G-20, TICAD (Tokyo 
International Conference on African 
Development), and other 
international conferences, in order to 
prevent division in the world and 
avoid barriers to the global economy.

Volker Perthes, Director of the 
German Institute for International 
Security Affairs, made a statement
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that suggested he is optimistic about 
the future.

"I think we will not have a divided 
world order like in the cold war, but 
a multipolar one," he explained. 
Perthes believes that democracies 
will have to work with non-
democracies, with the future being 
dependent on all those who benefit 
from the system actively defending it 
against "the unilateral impulse of 
some leaders" and "the geo-
politicization of trade and other 
realms that by nature only work 
cooperatively."

Perthes sees a few potential paths to 
take, for example, like-minded 
countries need to preserve 
international arrangements even 
when great powers withdraw and 
keep the door open for them to come 
back. He thinks it may also be 
beneficial to explore new realms of 
cooperation where rules don't yet 
exist.

"Middle countries should take the 
chance to step into the gap to 
establish new regimes to control 
arms, new technologies, cyber 
security, etc. We could start even 
without the great powers," he said.

He concluded with a word of caution. 
"The multilateral order will only be 
sustainable if we allow it to develop 
in a flexible way."

Ettore Greco, Executive Vice 

President of Italy's Institute of 
International Affairs stated his belief 
that the G-7, the G-20 and other 
such bodies are "not meant to take 
specific measures to deal with global 
issues, but rather to give an impulse 
or loose guidance to other 
organization to cope with those 
issues."

"As you know," Greco reminded the 
audience. "The G-20 communiqué 
also includes a reference to reform 
the WTO. This needs follow-up.“

Sunjoy Joshi, Chairman of India's 
Observer Research Foundation 
brought up the fact that some 
countries are feeling a certain 
amount of angst regarding the fact 
that the multilateral rules-based 
international order is being 
subjected to "3rd degree 
interrogation" in the countries in 
which it was first promoted.

"The biggest threat to liberalism and 
the rules-based international order 
today has arisen not from revisionist 
states like China, or even Russia, 
but it has risen from the rise in 
nationalist populism in some of the 
world's most liberal democracies. 
And the tide is rising. It is not just 
America. That is a primary cause for 
concern."

Joshi believes that in order to prevail, 
we must find the reasons behind this
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trend.

"Otherwise, erstwhile liberal 
democracies will become the biggest 
reason for the collapse of the rules-
based international order," he 
emphasized. "It will not be China.“

Joshi referred to the many changes 
that have occurred throughout the 
world since the time of the Bretton 
Woods agreement.

"There are transitions in income 
distribution, which are leading to 
social inequality," he said. "There are 
demographic transitions taking place, 
and there are huge technology 
transformations which are changing 
the way jobs are created and the way 
people work.“

Social changes such as these have to 
be addressed, and some of those 
aren't been discussed. Joshi went on 
to suggest that the answer to what 
form a rules-based multilateral order 
is going to be "more globalization not 
less.“

"There are more conversations which 
need to take place," he said before 
adding that the binary framing of 
the discourse is outdated. "We live in 
a world of multiple polarities. There 
are far too many other stakeholders... 
which need to get in the 
conversation.“

Leslie Vinjamuri of Britain's 

Chatham House informed the 
audience that thought-leaders in the 
U.K. show clear disagreement on 
whether the discussion should be 
about the rules-based order or the 
liberal international order.

"I think it's a very significant 
distinction," she said. "I'm more 
skeptical about the future of the 
liberal international order than I am 
of the rules-based order.“

Vinjamuri agreed with Joshi's point 
that the greatest challenge to the 
liberal international order comes 
from the U.K., the E.U. and the U.S., 
one reason being that the order has 
always been geographically limited 
to West. She also agreed with others 
on the panel regarding the future 
form of the world order.

"Where we're heading is to a world 
with many poles, many actors. A 
very pluralistic world, but not in the 
liberal sense," Vinjamuri explained. 
"One in which there is much 
contestation about norms, values, 
and the way that we do things. But 
still, within the assumption that 
there should be rules.“

Carlos Ivan Simonsen Leal, 
President of the Getulio Vargas 
Foundation in Brazil, looked to the 
changing global financial balance for 
a better understanding, noting that 
more than half of the world's GDP is 
now located outside of the West and
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Japan.

"During the last 50 years, a series of 
acquired rights were given to 
populations in different countries, 
none ever asking against whom they 
were being acquired," Simonsen Leal 
explained. "That created a situation 
where the money available for 
innovation is being taxed to pay for 
other things.“

While this is true in countries like 
Japan and most European countries, 
other countries in Asia have low debt, 
low taxation, and "lots of money 
available for innovation. It's not that 
EU doesn't innovate, it's that others 
are innovating more.“

Simonsen Leal thinks that this has 
resulted in falling standards of living 
in western countries, and because 
the middle class is falling, there has 
been a subsequent increase in the 
election of nationalist, populist 
governments.

"The problem is not what the US is 
doing," he said. "But what it will 
have to do in order to be able to keep 
an independent and dominant 
strategy. Also, what is the 
willingness of other countries to 
sacrifice the present against the 
future?"

James Lindsay, Senior Vice 
President at the Council on Foreign 
Relations in the U.S., joined the 

discussion at this point. "History 
shows that all world orders end," he 
said. "The only issue is how long they 
last and how they end."

Lindsay agreed that the current 
world order has been facing 
challenges for some time now, 
though he disagreed on the cause. "I 
would say the greatest reason for the 
fracturing and fraying of the global 
order has been its very success. It 
delivered what it promised, but that 
meant a redistribution of power. It 
also meant the rise of transnational 
problems...and those problems have 
outstripped the institutions that we 
have created to help manage the 
order.“

Lindsay believes that to preserve 
prosperity and security, we need 
more order and not less, however, 
that doesn't mean it will happen. 
"We run into what economists call a 
'collective action problem' - the fact 
that it may be in our interests to act 
doesn't mean that we will because 
we have incentives to let somebody 
else do the heavy work," he 
explained.

"I think fundamentally what we 
have had for seventy years is an 
American-led order. The real 
question we face right now is 
whether that order is extended as 
the American share of global power 
is declining, or in the face of active 
U.S. opposition because it believes 
others are taking the benefits but not 
paying part of the price."

Fujisaki asked Lindsay to clarify a 
point about the necessity of 
globalization as a means of 
maintaining the global order, and 
Lindsay responded that he doesn't 
think globalization itself is the 
solution.
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"What you need is cooperation. My 
point is that there is no guarantee 
you will get cooperation. There is a 
tendency to think that we can only go 
forward. I would suggest that history 
shows we can go backward.“

Geun Lee of the Graduate School of 
International Studies at Seoul 
National University was asked to 
provide the South Korean position on 
the U.S.-China confrontation. "I think 
in the near future there will be two or 
three economic blocs, digital economic 
platforms based on the Chinese 
economy, the U.S, or perhaps Japan 
and the European Union," Lee said.

He thinks that one of the key issues 
of these digital economic blocs will be 
how to protect the digital flow of data 
and the infrastructure, and what will 
be important to find a solution to that 
will be developments in quantum 
computing. "If you have fully realized 
quantum technologies, you can easily 
hack data," Lee said. "The best way 
to protect from this hacking is to 
develop the technologies of quantum 
communications.“

However, due to the expense in 
developing these technologies, only 
countries like the U.S. and China, or 
a body like the E.U., can afford to 
develop them. "South Korea, which 
isn't a very rich country, has to 
depend on either the US or China to 
have these kinds of technologies." 
South Korea's position is that they 
will need to continue depending on 
the U.S. unless China becomes more 
pluralistic and begins to respects 
individual freedoms.

Rohinton Medhora, President of the 
Centre for International Governance 
Innovation in Canada, also looked to 
issues surrounding technology.

"How we deal as a global community 
with Big Data, and then looking 
beyond that, with artificial 
intelligence, will actually determine 
the answer to the question we are 
trying to address on this panel," 
Medhora stated, and explained that 
the world is already split into three 
digital blocs: the state-centric 
Chinese bloc, the firm-centric U.S. 
bloc, and Europe with its GDPR. A 
multinational corporation cannot 
operate and be compliant in all three 
blocs. Medhora asked whether or not 
the three blocs can be reconciled, but 
noted that he is optimistic because of 
two things.

"One is Prime Minister Abe's speech 
in Davos, and his thought that the G-
20 should get its head around this 
question of how we deal with data," 
Medhora explained. "The other is a 
very interesting initiative, and I 
think it's an open secret. The French, 
and I think the Canadians, are going 
to propose at the G7 an IPCC for 
artificial intelligence. Create a 
process that does definitive data 
analysis on the implications for AI -
just the way the IPCC does for 
climate change - and use that as a 
basis for sensible discussion on the 
subject."

Keng Yong Ong, Executive Deputy 
Chairman of the S. Rajaratnam 
School of International Studies in 
Singapore, described how ASEAN
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countries place more importance on 
the regional order than the 
international order.

"Can more regional orders replace 
one big liberal or international 
order?" Ong asked. "People are 
thinking about some other 
alternatives. The debate is still going 
on among established countries...
about the next new world order. That 
is something to think about." Ong 
suggested that multiple regional 
orders may be possible, but there 
may need to be compromise on a 
broader international order that 
covers issues of technology and data.

Towards the end of the discussion, 
Prestowitz was asked to provide a 
summary of his opinion of the issues 
facing the international order.

"Probably, the most tightly-knit, 
rules-based order has been the E.U., 
but the E.U. is now under strain," he 
added. "If the E.U. can't stick 
together, how does the broader global 
order stick together under the 
stresses that we have been talking 
about?“

Joshi brought up the point that the 
economic balance is shifting, 
comparing India's GDP of almost 2.7 
trillion USD to Canada's GDP of 
under 1.7 trillion USD.

"There is logic why the G-7 needs to 
be reconfigured. India's growing at 
least 7% a year, so we're talking of an 

economy that in a few years... talks of 
being a 10-trillion-dollar economy," 
he said. "It is going to be interacting 
with countries at a very different 
level. That is why I keep on 
questioning this whole notion of us 
going back to a bipolar world. We 
cannot.“

Simonsen Leal added, "If you want to 
play the game, you have to fix your 
fiscality. This is the only message. It 
is very difficult because voters don't 
realize that. It is easier to do that in 
China with a secret police than do it 
in any democracy.“

Greco agreed, saying, "I think Carlos 
was very right in insisting on some 
economic dynamics, which has much 
to do with internal (domestic) 
situation, and this is a point that 
sometimes we neglect.“

Alice Ekman, Head of China 
Research at the French Institute of 
International Relations, asked, "How 
can we agree to govern something if 
we don't even agree on the basic 
definition? How can we agree on 
cyber-governance, if we don't even 
agree about what the internet is?"

Ekman thinks that if agreements can 
be made regarding the fundamental 
definitions, bridges between 
institutions can be built. "If there is 
no common approach to security," she 
added. "There is no way we can 
develop security governance together.
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After a question period answering 
questions from the audience, the 
discussions were brought to an end. 
Genron President Yasushi Kudo took 
to the podium to present the Tokyo 
Conference Statement to the Group of 
Seven Summit in France, which 
included a series of recommendations 
drawn up by the experts who took 
part in the Tokyo Conference 2019.

Briefly summarized, the statement 
calls on the G-7 to reconfirm and 
strengthen the values of the liberal 
democratic international order. It 
encourages the G-7 to embark on a 
campaign to update and reform 
existing international institutions, 
and to proactively address inequality 
issues and the income gap while 
aiming for sustainable and inclusive 
growth. The conference also asks the 
G-7 to accelerate efforts to make 
democracy more resilient and 
competitive, and to seek out deeper 
solidarity with other democracies 
that share liberal, multilateral ideals.

Kudo formally presented the Tokyo 
Conference Statement and its 
recommendations to Laurent Pic, 
French Ambassador to Japan, who 

then addressed the Conference.

"We are in a globalized world," Pic 
began. "We cannot solve issues 
within our own borders anymore. We 
need more cooperation 
internationally."

He lamented the fact that, "more 
players are challenging the 
international system they put in 
place," but also noted that one reason 
behind that phenomenon is rising 
inequality both within countries and 
among them. That has eroded the 
confidence citizens have in national 
and international institutions, 
because to them, globalism seems to 
work only for the elite. He described 
the G-7 and G-20 presidencies as 
being about representing the rules-
based world order, but added that 
they recognize the need for reform. 
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and international institutions, 
because to them, globalism seems to 
work only for the elite. He described 
the G-7 and G-20 presidencies as 
being about representing the rules-
based world order, but added that 
they recognize the need for reform.

"The rules of the current order 
(haven't been) efficient enough, 
inclusive enough, or enforced enough 
to reach the goals that were expected 
of them," he explained. "We need a 
renewed approach to avoid the 
collapse of this order. We need a 
different order with more legitimate 
organizations."

Pic pointed to some achievements 
made in bringing "all voices together 
in agreement", such as the Paris 

Agreement. He also pointed to some 
future goals that should be adopted, 
such as turning the focus towards 
Africa in order to bring them into the 
world order and reduce inequality 
there.

"There are lots of challenges, and we 
are conscious of that, but this is the 
start of the process," he said. "We 
think that our objectives are 
consistent with the statement the 
Tokyo Conference has prepared for 
presentation to the G7 Summit."

After the Ambassador described 
France's goals for the G-7 presidency, 
Kudo thanked him for participating, 
and brought the public forum 
discussions for Tokyo Conference 
2019 to a close.
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ResearchResearchResearchResearch

Expert Opinion Poll

～The U.S.-China Confrontation and the 

Future of the International Order～

About the Expert Opinion Survey

The Genron NPO conducted a opinion survey of Japanese experts on the U.S.-China 
Confrontation and the Future of the International Order to be released at the Tokyo 
Conference which was held during March 2 to 4, 2019. The survey invitation was 
distributed to about 2000 experts who took part in The Genron NPO’s program in 
the past via email. The survey was fielded for 9 days from February 21 to March 1, 
2019. The response was obtained from 273 experts.

SamplesSamplesSamplesSamples 273

AffiliationAffiliationAffiliationAffiliation

Business Executives and 
Managers：13.2%
Businessman：11.4%
Executives in Media：1.1%
Media Related：7.0%
Government Officials：2.9%
Local Government 
Officials：1.1%
Diet Members：0.7%
Local Assemblymen：0.4%
Works of NPO/NGO：9.2%
Academia/Researchers：
13.9%
Organizations：10.6%
Students：4.0%
Self-Employed：10.6%
Others：13.9%

GenderGenderGenderGender
Male：88.6%
Female：11.4%

AgeAgeAgeAge

19 and below：
0.7%
20~29：4.8%
30~39：3.0%
40~49：8.2%
50~59：21.9%
60~69：26.8%
70~79：26.4%
80 and over：8.2%

MethodologyMethodologyMethodologyMethodology

43

Tokyo Conference 2019

Expert Opinion SurveyExpert Opinion SurveyExpert Opinion SurveyExpert Opinion Survey

Expert Opinion Survey



44

【Is the U.S.-China relationship “New Cold War ”?】
Do you think that the confrontation between the U.S. and China is a “New Cold 
War”? （Choose One）

47.3%

37.7%

14.7%

0.0% 0.4%
I think so.

I don't think so.

Neither

Don't know

No response
2019 N=273

【Is the tough stance against China the U.S.’s consen sus? 】
Do you agree of disagree that the U.S.’s tough stance against China is not just the 
Trump Administration, but there is the bipartisan consensus in the United States? 
（Choose one）

66.3%

28.2%

5.1% 0.4%

I think so

I don't think so

Don't know

No response
2019 N=273
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【The future of the U.S.-China confrontation 】
How do you predict the outcome of the U.S.-China confrontation?（Choose 
one）

79.9%

14.3%

1.1%

4.4%

0.4%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

The U.S. recognizes China as a “strategic rival” and 
tries to restrain China's hegemonic behavior.

The U.S. puts pressure on China to make them return 
to the “Reform and Opening-Up” policy and to comply 

with the international rules and the liberal order.

Don’t know

Others

No response
(2019 N=273)

14.7%

17.9%

17.6%

18.3%

23.1%

8.1%

0.4%

0% 10% 20% 30%

China will make compromise and the confrontation will be
cooling down.

The trade war will continue for a long term, but it will not spill
over into other fields

The U.S.-China confrontation will get intensified, and end up
with including other issues such as politics, diplomacy and

security.

The whole world will be involved in this confrontation, and the
global order and the international systems will be broken up.

It is hard to predict

Others

No response (2019 N=273)
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【How do you see the U.S.’s stance against China? 】
Which statement is closer to your view with regards to the current U.S. 
stance against China? （Choose one）

Expert Opinion Survey



【Will WTO reform which the U.S. and China can accept  be 
achieved? 】
Japan, Europe and the U.S. began talks on WTO reforms. Do you think that 
WTO reforms which the U.S. and China can accept will be achieved? 
（Choose one）
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8.8%

67.8%

9.2%

12.5%

1.5%

0.4%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

The agreement will be reached, and tariff increases
will not be imposed.

The negotiation will be prolonged, and tariffs
increases will be postponed.

The agreement will not be reached, and the U.S.
would increase the tariffs

It is hard to predict

Others

No response (2019 N=273)

11.7%

73.3 %

15.0%

I think so.

I don't
think so

Don't know

No
response2019 N=273

【The future of the U.S.-China negotiation 】
The deadline of 90-day extension for the tariff increases is approaching at the 
end of February. How do you predict the outcome of the U.S.-China trade 
negotiation?（Choose one）



【How will China deal with the U.S.? 】
How do you think China will deal with the U.S.-China confrontation? 
（Choose one）
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28.9%

45.8%

16.1%

7.3%

1.5% 0.4% I think they are making a
right decision.

I don’t think they are 
right, but there is no other 
way.
 I think they are taking
wrong action.

Neither

2019 N=273

11.0%

63.4%

10.3%

11.7%

3.7%

0.0%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Without compromising, China will take more hardline
attitudes against the U.S.

Avoiding direct confrontation, China will return to “keep 
a low profile and bide your time” policy.

Going back to the origin of “Reform and Opening-Up”, 
China will move to market economy and try its best to 

comply with the international rules

It is hard to predict

Others

No response (2019 N=273)

【Is the exclusion of Chinese products right? 】
The U.S. is taking a tough policy and excluding HUAWEI products from the 
government procurement. More of the U.S. Allies are also taking the same 
measures. What do you think of those actions?（Choose one）

Expert Opinion Survey



【Did the “Reform and Opening-up” really aim to make China 
a market economy? 】
How do you see the “Reform and Opening-Up” policy?（Choose one）
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45.4%

44.3%

4.4%

5.5%

0.4%

0% 20% 40% 60%

If the both sides share the rule in some way, the
coexistence is possible.

The China-led order and the liberal order are
totally incompatible, so the coexistence is not

possible.

Don't know

Others

No  response (2019 N=273)

36.6%

34.8%

24.5%

2.2%

1.8%

0% 20% 40%

In order to develop the economy, there was a will to become
a market economy at first. However, the result ended up as a
half-baked and the government again strengthened the state-

led economy.

The ‘Reform and Opening-Up’ was only the means for the 
economic growth and China did not intend to become the 

market economy in the first place.

China is still on a path to reform and open-up to become a
market economy.

Don't know

No response
(2019 N=273)

【Can China-led order and the liberal order coexist? 】
China is intending to play a certain leading role in the world with their foreign 
policy based on their version of socialistic ideology. Do you think that Chinese 
party-led order and the liberal order can coexist? （Choose one）



【Issues around which the U.S.-China military conflic ts could 
happen 】
Do you think that the U.S.-China military conflicts will happen over following 
issues below? （Choose one for each）
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47.3%
42.1%

7.7% 2.2% 0.7% China will be a threat in
the future.

China is already a threat.

China won’t be a threat.

Don't know

No response

2019 N=273

2.9%

11.0%

5.1%

8.1%

26.4%

29.7%

13.6%

31.1%

59.0%

46.5%

67.0%

44.7%

11.4%

11.0%

12.8%

15.8%

0.4%

1.8%

1.5%

0.4%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

East China Sea

South China Sea

Korean Peninsula

Taiwan

It will happen in a few years. It will happen in the future. It won’t happen. Don't know No response

【Will China become a threat to the U.S. security? 】
Do you think that China will be a threat to the U.S. security? （Choose one）

Expert Opinion Survey



【The future of multilateralism 】
Since the President Trump has advocated the “America-first” policy, the 
function of the international cooperation based on multilateralism is getting 
weaker. How do you see the future of multilateralism?（Choose one）
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27.5%

41.4%

56.4%

42.1%

13.2%

1.5%

9.5%

0.0%

0% 20% 40% 60%

The breaking up of the rule- based liberal world order

The inclination of “our country first” is being stronger, and the 
mechanism of economic cooperation is breaking down.

The people are losing trust on democracy, and populism and
authoritarianism are growing in advanced democratic countries.

Lots of countries are becoming inward-looking, and countries
with leadership on tacking global issues are decreasing.

Increasing possibility of global order to be shaped by the deals
only among powerful countries.

I don’t have worries.

Others

No response
(2019 N=273)

6.6%

68.5%

19.4%

1.1%

4.4%

0.0%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Multilateralism will be collapsed, and decisions will be
made by negotiations among dominant countries.

Multilateralism will not be collapsed, but the unstable
situation will continue.

Multilateralism will exist even if there are problems.

Don't know

Others

No response (2019 N=273)

【The concerns in today’s unstable world 】
The current state of the world continues to be unstable. Which issues do you 
worry the most? (Choose two)



【Which countries should demonstrate leadership? 】
Which countries do you think should play a leadership role in order to protect 
the liberal order and multilateralism?（Choose two）
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The order will get cracked because of the
confrontation among dominant countries, and it

will eventually be divided.

The unstable situation will continue, but the
current international order will survive.

The order will be stronger in the future by
overcoming current crisis.

Don't know

Others

No response (2019 N=273)
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Russia
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Others
Don't know

No response

(2019 N=273)

【The future of the rule-based liberal order 】
How do you see the future of the rule-based liberal order?（Choose one）

Expert Opinion Survey



【Global issues which should be prioritized in 2019 】
Which of the following global issues should be prioritized in 2019?（Choose 
two）
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Management of cyber governance

Management of international economy

Inhibition of and adaptation to the climate change

Prevention of nuclear proliferation

Prevention of and address international violent conflicts

Measures against international terrorism

Enlargement of international trade

Prevention of and address domestic violent conflicts

Promotion of international developments

Promotion of global health

Others

No response
(2019 N=273)

【Can Japan demonstrate leadership? 】
Do you think that it is possible for Japan to demonstrate leadership in 
rebuilding the liberal international order?（Choose one）
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Prevention of nuclear proliferation

Measures against international terrorism
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Prevention of and address domestic violenct
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Management of international economy

Promotion of international developments

Management of cyber governance

Enlargement of international trade

It is functioning. Relatively it is functioning. Relatively it is not functioning.

2019 N=273

【Evaluation of global governance 】
How do you evaluate the current state of global governance in each field?
（Choose one for each）

Expert Opinion Survey
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Today, we are witnessing the staggering crisis of the breakdown of 
democracy in Asia and around the world. For this reason, The Genron NPO 
have decided to organize a two-day forum Nov. 21-22 by inviting opinion 
leaders from Europe and Asia to Tokyo for the future of democracy.

The theme of the forum is how to overcome the crisis and re-establish 
democratic government, and how to restore public trust in representative 
democracy. With democratic governments in crisis all over the world, the 
forum will serve as a starting point for our new campaign in collaboration 
with our partners abroad to overcome the crisis of representative democracy 
and to preserve the essentials of democratic government, such as individual 
freedom and political equality.

For the past three years, The Genron NPO has been carrying out joint 
opinion surveys and debates in collaboration with leading global think tanks 
on the state of democratic government in Japan, and the rest of the world. 
We have learned that people in the world’s major advanced democracies are 
losing trust in representative democratic institutions, such as political 
parties and national parliaments, and Japan is no exception. In many states, 
citizens are losing interest in politics, they are drifting and are tempted to 
turn chauvinistic. Our joint opinion surveys we conducted with our Asian 
partners have found that many citizens in these countries are becoming 
increasingly skeptical of democratic government itself. In such 
circumstances, what should we do? 

It is time to come together and discuss how to restore public trust in 
representative democracy and how to inject new life into democratic 
governance.



Moderated by 

Yasushi Kudo Yasushi Kudo Yasushi Kudo Yasushi Kudo 
(President, The Genron NPO）

Seiichi KondoSeiichi KondoSeiichi KondoSeiichi Kondo
(Former Commissioner of the 
Agency for Cultural Affairs of 
Japan, Board of Director, The 
Genron NPO)

Denis Denis Denis Denis MacShane, MacShane, MacShane, MacShane, 
(Former Member of Parliament (MP)
of the United Kingdom, , , , Former 
Minister of State for Europe 

Mitsuo Mitsuo Mitsuo Mitsuo OhashiOhashiOhashiOhashi,,,,
(Supreme Counselor of Showa Denko 
k.k.)

Kazuo OgouraKazuo OgouraKazuo OgouraKazuo Ogoura
(Senior Advisor of Japan Foundation; 
former Ambassador to the ROK)

Gideon Gideon Gideon Gideon RachmanRachmanRachmanRachman
(Chief Foreign Affairs Columnist for 
the Financial Times)

Dominique Dominique Dominique Dominique ReyniéReyniéReyniéReynié
(Executive Director of Fondation pour 
l’innovation politique (Fondapol), 
Professor of SciencesPo, France)

Yenny WahidYenny WahidYenny WahidYenny Wahid
(Director of the Wahid Institute)

Hassan WirajudaHassan WirajudaHassan WirajudaHassan Wirajuda
(former foreign minister of Indonesia
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Panelists 

Bam AquinoBam AquinoBam AquinoBam Aquino, 
(Senator of Philippines)

Ichiro Ichiro Ichiro Ichiro Fujisaki,Fujisaki,Fujisaki,Fujisaki,
(President, The America- Japan 
Society; former Ambassador to the 
U.S. )

Sandro Sandro Sandro Sandro Gozi, Gozi, Gozi, Gozi, 
(Former Member of the Parliament 
of Italy, Former European Affairs 
Minister) 

Shigeru Shigeru Shigeru Shigeru IshibaIshibaIshibaIshiba
(Member of the House of 
Representatives, former Minister of 
Defense and Secretary-General of 
the Liberal Democratic Party) 

Moderators and panelists Moderators and panelists Moderators and panelists Moderators and panelists 
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As moderator, Yasushi Kudo was 
joined by three panelists from Japan, 
the U.K., and France: Shigeru Ishiba, 
Member of Japan's House of 
Representatives and former 
Secretary-General of the Liberal 
Democratic Party; Gideon Rachman, 
Chief Foreign Affairs Columnist for 
the Financial Times; and Dominique 
Reynié, Executive Director of 
Fondapol and professor at the Paris 
School of International Affairs.

Kudo and Reynié gave brief 
presentations of the data gathered 
during the surveys conducted by their 
respective organizations. Kudo 
provided a broad summary when he 
pointed out that both surveys show 
that people have lost trust in political 
parties, though the level of distrust 
varies by country. He asked Shigeru 
Ishiba to provide a comment to start 
the discussion.

Ishiba turned the question back on 
itself, suggesting that voters cannot 
trust politicians who do not trust 
voters. Rather than avoiding difficult 
topics and saying only what the 
voters want to hear, Ishiba believes 
that politicians must come up with 
ways of explaining difficult topics to 
voters. Conversely, the public should 
make a similar effort to "think like 
policy makers" during elections.

In addition, Ishiba pointed out the 
tendency of some to use the name of 
democracy in an undemocratic 
manner, and noted that without 
freedom of speech and other 

institutions, there is no democracy. 
He referred back to the Genron 
survey, which showed a decline in 
trust in politicians and government, 
but an increase in trust in the 
Japanese Self-Defense Forces (SDF). 
That trend seemed to be a source of 
some trepidation for Ishiba, as 
without civilian control of the SDF, 
that trust could be harnessed to serve 
nefarious ends. He emphasized that 
point, stating that, "The relationship 
between the government, the public, 
and the armed forces must be 
considered.“

Gideon Rachman noted the trend of 
people increasingly voting for those 
"claiming not to be politicians or (who 
are coming) from non-traditional 
parties", and the fact that the trend 
seems to be a universal one, visible in 
both the East and West.

"It is the nature of a party that you 
can't say what you think, and the 
people pick up on that," Rachman 
said. "So, they look for leaders who 
appear to be authentic...maybe that is 
accentuated in the social media age.“

Kudo asked the panelists if it will be 
difficult to restore the status quo, and 
Reynié responded in the affirmative. 
The issue, he said, is that it is not the 
concept of the party that is in crisis.

"Considering the E.U. landscape," 
Reynié explained. "It's obvious that 
populist parties are rising. It's not 
the parties themselves (that are in 
crisis), it's democratic parties."

The Tokyo Conference on Democracy
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Democracy is facing major historical 
challenges around the world, and The 
Genron NPO (Genron below) believes 
it is time to join forces to reform 
democracy and restore people's trust 
in the democratic system of 
government. Genron has embarked 
on a number of initiatives aimed at 
achieving this goal, and one part of 
that effort was the two-day forum 
held in Tokyo on November 21 and 
22, 2018.

The Tokyo Conference on Democracy 
2018 was held on November 21, 
bringing together current and former 
policy makers, journalists, and 
representatives from think tanks 
around the world to discuss the 
challenges democracy now faces. Held 
at Tokyo's New Otani Hotel, the 
forum delved into the issues 
surrounding a single question: "Can 
representative democracy restore 
public trust?"

Yasushi Kudo, President of The 
Genron NPO, opened the conference 
with some background about 
Genron's founding mission: to build a 
stronger democracy in Japan. 
Surveys conducted by Genron and its 
partners have shown that citizens in 
the leading democracies are losing 
trust in their representative 
democratic institutions - from 
political parties to national 

parliaments - and Japan is no 
exception. In some Asian countries, 
the people have even begun electing 
so-called strongmen - a term that 
became a recurring theme throughout 
the forum - as governments clamp 
down on the media and citizens 
embrace populist ideals.

Genron aims to uncover why 
democracy is retreating, to determine 
if that retreat can be reversed, and to 
learn where and how efforts should 
be made. Kudo explained how 
surveys in Japan, the E.U., and the 
U.S. show that while people trust 
democracy itself, a majority of 
citizens believe that political parties 
and governments are not working in 
the interest in the people. Politicians 
are scorned, and the media is 
distrusted. In other words, the people 
are withdrawing from politics and the 
world is facing a true crisis.

With that background laid out, the 
discussions began with a special 
session on the results of surveys 
conducted by Genron and by La 
Fondation pour l'innovation politique 
(Fondapol).

There are large differences between 
the E.U. states, but what they share 
in common is that a large portion of 
the public believes that the ruling

Tokyo Conference on Democracy
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parties are failing to fix the problems. 
It is a "crisis of efficiency and ruling 
parties, rather than just a crisis in 
confidence.“

Here Ishiba returned to a previous 
point. In the Japanese Diet, the 
ruling party engages in discussion 
before presenting bills in the Diet, 
essentially fait accompli, while in the 
U.K. parliament, debate is open and 
inclusive. However, lawmakers in the 
U.K. still tend to vote along party 
lines.

"Parliaments shouldn't just be 
rubber-stamping bills," he stated. 
"There must be debate and 
discussion, otherwise parliament is 
not fulfilling its role.“

Towards the end of the special 
session, the discussion turned 
towards the media's role in 
democratic societies, and all agreed 
that a free media is, as Rachman put 
it, "still indispensable for democracy, 
a key element of it.“

Rachman is worried about U.S. 
President Donald Trump having 
"legitimized the attack on the media", 
by calling them the "enemies of the 
people". This has possibly encouraged 
autocratic governments around the 
world to follow suit, as is potentially 
evidenced by the alleged murder of 
Washington Post journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi by the Saudi Arabian 
government, and by media 
crackdowns in Turkey, China, and 
other countries.

Ishiba added another dimension to 
the media discussion, stressing that 
collusion between the government 
and media can also result in major 
issues. He noted that no Japanese 
media opposed Japan's embarkation 
on war in the Pacific.

"Even Asahi (a news outlet typically 
considered left-leaning) celebrated 
it," he said. "No one was critical of the 
government. I think the media should 
provide accurate, grounded info, and 
not fear the intervention of the 
government."

Expanding on this point, Ishiba also 
pointed out that in the modern era, 
all newspapers provide their own 
spin on the news of the day, with 
different news outlets offering a 
range of support and opposition to 
government policies. However, as 
most people only read one paper a 
day, this creates an echo chamber of 
ideas.

"People need to see the viewpoints of 
other media," he said. "Biased voters 
make everything more difficult."
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The current state and future 

representative democracy

For Session 1, Kudo, Rachman and 
Reynié were joined by: Bam Aquino, 
Senator of Philippines; Sandro Gozi, 
former Member of the Italian 
Parliament and European Affairs 
Minister; Denis MacShane, former 
U.K. Member of Parliament (MP) and 
Minister of State for Europe; and 
Yenny Wahid, Director of the Wahid 
Institute.

Kudo also served as moderator for 
the session, and opened the debate by 
asking the panel to speak about how 
they view the future of the 
democratic system.

Sandro Gozi agreed with a point 
made in the special session that 
traditional politicians are often 
ignorant of the changing 
expectations, needs and demands of 
citizens, and noted that traditional 
political discourse based on 
rationality and statistics "does not 
work anymore.“

"You have to talk to emotions," he 
said, and he believes that this sort of 
behavior is easier for "disruptive 
politicians" than for traditional 

politicians.

However, Denis MacShane disagreed 
with the stance of Gozi and the other 
panelists. While it may be true that 
there is little decorum in politics, 
MacShane believes that this is no 
different from previous generations, 
even back to the time of Roman 
orator and statesman Cicero, whose 
speeches were "full of populist 
exaggerations and attacks on his 
opponents."

"That's a sign of a healthy 
democracy," he said. "People should 
be suspicious, uncertain and scornful 
of their politicians. It is through that 
system that ideas are debated and 
resolved."

In fact, rather than democracy being 
in retreat, MacShane thinks that 
perhaps democracy is simply going 
through the growing pains of 
childhood, noting that when he 
entered politics, democracy was yet to 
be introduced in Eastern Europe, 
Spain, Portugal, and other countries.

Reynié presented a counter-argument 
to this, highlighting new factors such 
as immigration and issues of cultural 
integration that did not exist in the 
previous generations to which 
MacShane referred.

"The E.U. (populace) is aging very 
quickly, with a big effect on the 
welfare state. Now the government 
has to do unpopular things, but we 
don't have the same tools as they had 
in the past.“

Kudo wondered if politicians are 
turning away from fixing the 
problems, and if people are truly

Tokyo Conference on Democracy
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withdrawing from political discourse. 
Rachman responded by noting that 
populist politicians avoid the 
decisions that must be made in 
rapidly-aging societies with well-
developed welfare systems such as 
Japan.

"The welfare budget has to grow, and 
the government has to make difficult 
choices," he said. "What the populists 
do is ignore the choices...they can get 
away with it for a while, but they 
have to deal with it eventually. 
Politicians who think long-term face 
particular difficulties when there 
needs to be big budget reforms that 
will be unpopular, while those who 
ignore the choices as if they are not 
there will win."

Bam Aquino provided a glimpse into 
the situation in the Philippines, a 
state that some have described as "a 
backsliding democracy" due to the 
policies of the current President, 
Rodrigo Duterte. Aquino believes that 
Duterte's election was comes from the 
people's desire to see "a government 
that gets things done".

The public has generally been 
disappointed with the results of 
democracy thus far, particularly the 
economic results, and that this has 
"led to the flirtation with other forms 
of leadership.“

However, he also believes that the 

shift is not one from democracy to 
authoritarianism, but rather "a shift 
in people wanting to see change in 
their lives".

Finding solutions to 

the problems faced

When the panel was asked about 
their ideas on how to solve the 
current issues, Gozi explained that 
liberal democracies have two major 
problems.

"They are not fast enough in 
deciding, and they aren't efficient 
enough."

If we want to "preserve democratic 
principles against strongmen and 
illiberal systems," Gozi believes that 
reform in necessary.

Reynié noted that since people are 
calling for more public capacity, 
perhaps their needs could be met by 
reinforcing capacity on the European 
level, and developing it into a "real 
public authority." Without historical 
levels of reform, he worries that 
nationalist governments may begin 
closing borders and introducing 
policies that harken back to 
continent's darker days.
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According to Yenny Wahid, one of 
democracy's biggest problems 
remains one of representation. 
Although women make up a major 
part of the electorate, "Our voices are 
not being heard." When voters feel 
that they are not being represented, 
and their grievances aren't being 
heard, they look elsewhere.

"That's democracy," she said. "But 
then strong leaders then start 
promising heaven to the population."

Regarding why strong leaders 
succeed, Wahid believes it is because 
they are able to "create perception" 
by capturing the imaginations of 
voters.

"It's not just about being strong, it's 
about understanding what the people 
want," she said.

Aquino noted that politicians should 
aim to represent the people as a 
whole rather than their own segment 
of the populace, and with that, Kudo 

brought the discussion around to the 
concept of identity and the 
corresponding issue of identity 
politics in the West having increased 
the social divide.

Responding to a comment from 
Reynié, Rachman stated that the 
increased level of equality in Europe 
is possibly connected to the rise in 
populist movements. Since there are 
large gaps in voting preferences 
between men and women, it is 
possible that "the people who have 
been displaced are angry."

While Wahid agreed with Aquino in 
that politicians should represent 
everyone, she also pointed out that it 
is difficult for politicians to 
empathize with issues faced by 
people from other groups. This 
includes people of different genders 
and religions, and in the case of 
Indonesia, indigenous groups as well.

"Politics is not just about delivering 
services, but also about having your 
voice heard...having your face there," 
she said. "That can be achieved by 
having token representation as well."

Tokyo Conference on Democracy



On that same topic of representation, 
Aquino said, "If (politicians) truly 
represented everyone, and were truly 
efficient about it, I don't think there'd 
be this wave of authoritarianism or 
less democratic principles."

Aquino backed up his point by 
describing how economic growth in 
the Philippines has been high for the 
past seven or eight years, but 
economic inequality has remained in 
the 17 to 23% range. Perhaps, he 
surmised, the populist movement is 
rooted in this type of inequality, not 
just in Asia, but around the world.

After further questions from Kudo 
about how to balance national and 
global interests, Aquino added that in
order to fight back against populist 
trends, "You go back to the people. 
Find out what issues everyone faces, 
regardless of party or socioeconomic 
class."

Wahid added that while she believes 
the gender balance will be achieved 
over time, a more welcoming 
environment for women is what is 
needed right now. Meanwhile, Gozi 
suggested that greater democracy on 
the multi-lateral level could be 
beneficial, pointing out that "national 
interest and neo-nationalism are 
different things.“

Towards the end of the session, 
MacShane injected a glimmer of hope 
into the proceedings, reminding 
everyone that, "There is more 
democracy in the world than ever 
before."

"Brexit and Trump happened in 
2016," he continued. "Brexit is a 
1000% disaster; it hasn't been a 
victory for populism. And now 
Trump's victory is running through 
his fingers with the midterms. The 
checks and balances are coming into 
play. Democracy is alive and well."
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The final session of the day was 
moderated by Seiichi Kondo, Former 
Commissioner of the Agency for 
Cultural Affairs of Japan and 
member of the Genron Board of 
Directors, and he was joined on stage 
by Session 1 panelists Sandro Gozi 
and Denis MacShane. Also 
participating were: Hassan Wirajuda, 
former foreign minister of Indonesia; 
Ichiro Fujisaki, president of The 
America- Japan Society and former 
Ambassador to the U.S.; and Mitsuo 
Ohashi, Senior Advisor to Showa 
Denko K.K.

Kondo opened the discussion by 
asking the panelists how democratic 
governance could be made to function 
well and to restore the public trust.

MacShane prefaced his response by 
paraphrasing U.S. President 
Abraham Lincoln: "You can't satisfy 
all of the people all of the time." For 
MacShane, the desire to improve 

democracy is a "false hunt for the 
perfect system", as democracy works 
because it links deliberation and 
decision. The danger with more direct 
forms of democracy is that 
"plebiscites are the recipe for 
populism".

A more appropriate method of 
improving upon the system would be 
to ensure that political parties 
become dependent on public money, 
and no other source of income.

"The moment a rich man can offer 
money, democracy is going out of the 
window," MacShane asserted, "When 
money can buy democracy, it begins 
to die. All of our populist friends are 
very dependent on rich men's 
funding."

Another idea would be to introduce 
term limits, which while 
controversial, would ensure that the 
political class is constantly being 
refreshed by the infusion of new 
blood.

Tokyo Conference on Democracy
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Gozi believes that the various gaps 
that exist in society must be reduced 
to regenerate the democratic system. 
These include the political distance 
between urban and rural areas - a 
fundamental democratic problem 
that exists in all countries - and the 
conflict between older and younger 
generations. While improving upon 
efficiency and delivery is important, 
politicians win when they give people 
hope. He repeated his point from the
previous session, adding that
democratic legitimacy can also be 
improved through transnational 
institutions.

Wirajuda praised the system we 
have, saying that the "beauty of 
democracy is that it has the capacity 
to renew itself through elections", but 
adding that the source of declining 
trust may be because "governments 
have yet to prove that democracy 
works and provides peace, security, 

welfare, and social benefits". Coming 
from the extremely pluralistic society 
of Indonesia, Wirajuda also believes 
that tolerance is a key part of 
democracy, and a lack of dialogue has 
led to the gap between the politicians 
and the electorate.

Ohashi's argument also touched upon 
the idea of greater tolerance, but he 
expanded upon the idea, suggesting 
that it would be beneficial to ensure 
that the public is well-educated in 
humanistic ideals that provide people 
with integrity and common sense.

Fujisaki followed up on that point by 
expressing his belief that slow 
democratic consensus is better that 
quick, authoritarian decision-making, 
and asked MacShane his thoughts 
about whether having a multi-party 
framework is better than a de-facto 
two-party framework.
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MacShane stated his belief that a 
multi-party framework is better, and 
agreed that speedy decisions are 
unnecessary. The whole point of 
democracy, for MacShane, is that it 
slows the process down. The process 
may be awkward, but it is better to 
wait and ensure that the correct 
decision is made. One way of 
reducing the gap mentioned by 
Wirajuda would be to have larger 
representative bodies, he said, 
pointing to Germany as an example 
of a country in which "there's always 
a politician around the corner if you 
want to talk about something."

As the discussion drew to a close, 
other points were made that 
highlighted the media's role in 

ensuring transparency in governance, 
and even argued for greater 
transparency on social media under 
the premise assumption that 
abolishing anonymity would be a 
solution for the "fake news" cycle 
propagated on such websites and 
services.

In one of the final comments, Gozi 
managed to summarize a relatively 
common theme that arose throughout 
the day.

"The answer is education, education, 
education. People need to learn how 
to handle and live in this new world 
that includes social media."

Tokyo Conference on Democracy
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February 22, 2019

World Agenda Studio #1 – Global Order 
The future of the liberal international order: Where are we  

headed

February 27, 2019

World Agenda Studio #2 – Global Governance 

Pressing global issues and international efforts
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Panelists: 
Yoshiko KojoYoshiko KojoYoshiko KojoYoshiko Kojo
(Professor, Tokyo University) 
MasatsuguMasatsuguMasatsuguMasatsugu NayaNayaNayaNaya
(Adjunct professor, Sophia 
University) 
NaoyukiNaoyukiNaoyukiNaoyuki ShinoharaShinoharaShinoharaShinohara
(Former vice minister of finance for 
international affairs and a former 
deputy managing director of the 
IMF)

Moderated  by:
Yasushi KudoYasushi KudoYasushi KudoYasushi Kudo
(President, The Genron NPO) 

Japanese diplomats, scholars and 
government officials exchanged 
views at a series of public policy 
debates organized by The Genron
NPO on the future of the post-
WWII international order and 
Japan's desired posture in coping 
with the ongoing changes.

At the outset of the session, Kudo 
asked the panelists to define what 
a liberal international order is.
Kojo of Tokyo University said that 
an international order premises a 
consensus among key member 
states of the global community over 
the distribution of value added and 
the predictability, albeit to a 
certain degree, of the member 
states' deeds. "During the Cold 
War, a liberal order flourished 
within the Western bloc with 
principal pillars of an open 
economy, political and social 
freedom, and multilateralism," she 
explained.
With the end of the Cold War, 
however, international society 
witnessed a growing diversity 
among its member states, as 
exemplified by China and Vietnam 
whose political systems differ from 
those of major Western states, Kojo 
said, adding that the overt schism 
in values and consensus has 
brought to light confusions, 
necessitating full-fledged 
adjustments.



Naya stated that it is difficult for the 
world community to maintain a 
liberal order due to the absence of a 
world government and that 
individual freedom could not be 
guaranteed without the presence of a 
domestic order."The postwar liberal 
international order that champions 
individual freedom was created and 
maintained under the strong 
leadership of the United States," he 
recalled.

Naya acknowledged that it is natural 
to see confusion in the world order 
now that the United States appears 
to have become exhausted as if it has 
lost its way while many other states 
act in pursuit of their respective 
national interests.

Meanwhile, former Vice Finance 
Minister Shinohara observed that 
when the Western-style open and 
liberal system functioned well, 
economic growth prevailed, income 
distribution was not so uneven and 
promotion of economic growth was 
deemed to lead to the wellbeing of 
people.

"However, the economic growth of the 
entire world has slackened, the gulf 
between rich and poor has expanded, 
making many people think that 
something is wrong with the 
conventional way things have been 
done," he said.

In the United States and some 
European states, dangerous levels of 
frustration and unease are 
manifesting themselves in the growth 
of populism, and an aversion to the 
conventional liberal order, the 
authorities and the establishment," 
Naya said.

Changing U.S. attitude as the Changing U.S. attitude as the Changing U.S. attitude as the Changing U.S. attitude as the 
guardian of status quoguardian of status quoguardian of status quoguardian of status quo

Genron NPO President Kudo asked 
the panelists, "Is the decline in U.S. 
influence the sole reason for the 
malfunctioning of the conventional 
world order?“

Kojo said the structure of the world 
economy and international politics 
has been transformed dramatically. 
"The larger the number of 
standpatters, the more stable society 
is. With the advent of forces favoring 
reforms, society becomes unstable," 
she noted. Today, the United States, 
once the leader of the forces 
promoting the status quo, now 
desires to change the status quo and 
is heading for unilateralism by 
discarding multilateralism," Kojo 
said.

Naya is critical of the capability of 
the United States to build an 
international order in the first place. 
"During the Cold War, the security 
structure remained stable in spite of 
the U.S.-Soviet rivalry and a liberal 
order developed within the Western 
bloc," he observed. In the aftermath 
of the end to the Cold War, such a 
structure began to wobble, and 
stepped-up economic deregulation 
caused a widening of differentials. 
And importantly, new rules best 
suited to these drastic changes have 
yet to be created, according to Naya.

Shinohara shared Naya's views about 
the decline in American influence on 
world affairs. "The dominance of the 
United States continues to decline, 
ushering in a situation marked by 
U.S. unilateralism and the progress 
of multipolarization, he 
acknowledged. "The days when the 
United States served as the world's 
policeman are over and Washington 
is preoccupied with its own matters," 
Shinohara said. At the same time, 
many people are beginning to feel the 
limitations of capitalism and have
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realized that the abundance of 
money and goods does not ensure 
happiness," he said, adding that it is 
time that a new system was created.

Can Can Can Can we coexist with China?we coexist with China?we coexist with China?we coexist with China?

Then, Genron NPO's Kudo raised the 
issue of the worsening U.S.-China 
confrontation, and asked whether we 
could deal with China and other 
states that adopt political systems 
and rules different from Western 
ones, whereas mutual dependency 
and reciprocity are the foundations 
for the world economy.

Kojo admitted that it is quite a 
difficult question to answer. Since 
China's entry into the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), many experts 
of international politics and 
economics have been asking whether 
a communist country could adapt to 
the rules of the liberal order, she 
recalled. Kojo noted that it is 
becoming increasingly difficult to 
apply external pressure to make 
China correct its behavior because it 
is now so powerful. However, she 
expressed hope that China will be 
able to make compromises, albeit 
within a politically admissible scope. 
"As long as China desires to prosper 
on the premise of mutual 
dependency with the rest of the 
world, it cannot escape the need to 
come to terms with reality and 
accommodate the rules of the market 
economy, Kojo said.

On the other hand, Naya could not 
hide his doubts about coexistence 
with China. "The reality is that the 
United States and China are 
engaging in a fierce battle over 
security matters and are rivals as 
the world's largest and second-
largest economies," he acknowledged. 
Naya said it is unfortunate that 

China is refusing to abide by 
reciprocity that would allow it to 
coexist and co-prosper under shared 
rules. "In the field of international 
politics, it is a commonly shared 
assumption that we could coexist 
with states of different value systems 
by maintaining the balance of power 
and avoiding armed conflict. 
However, it is quite another matter 
whether we could reach a stage of 
sharing basic values (with China)," 
he said.

Meanwhile, Shinohara said there is 
no alternative but to stick to 
coexistence. In the days of the U.S. 
administrations of President George 
W. Bush and President Barack 
Obama, Americans believed that 
China would reach out to their world 
so long as its economy continued to 
grow, he recalled, noting that this 
ultimately did not happen. "Then 
along came President Donald Trump. 
It is not a bad thing that owing to 
Trump's high-handed approach, 
China's problems have been brought 
to light for our scrutiny," he said.
As a former IMF official, Shinohara 
predicted that in 20 years' time, 
China's gross domestic product 
(GDP) would surpass that of the 
United States and China may 
become the largest investment 
country. "If that should happen, the 
IMF's head office would move to 
Beijing, leading to a change in the 
structure and substance of the 
organization, and prodding the 
United States and European states 
to keep their distance from the IMF.
"There is no denying the possibility 
that we will be witnessing the 
establishment of a new organization 
for international monetary 
cooperation as a substitute for the 
IMF," he said.
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Finally, Kudo asked the panelists' 
opinions on what role Japan should 
assume in such a chaotic world.
Kojo of Tokyo University said that 
Japan, which is comparatively stable 
socially, should strive to provide 
various venues and occasions for the 
rest of the world to build a consensus 
or new rules on diverse issues. "It is 
also meaningful for Japan as a 
country that cannot survive without 
multilateralism and international 
cooperation," she added.

Naya of Sophia University said that 
from the standpoint of Japan's 
national interests, Japan-U.S. 
relations should remain the axis of its 
foreign policy, but that Japan needed 
to maintain cooperative relations 
with China. "It is undesirable for 
Japan to be forced to choose between 
the United States and China as its 
principal partner.“

He also said that the liberal order 
should not suffer a setback in the 
global economy. Japan is in an 
advantageous position as the leader 
of the TPP (Trans-Pacific 
Partnership) 11 and the Japan-EU 

EPA (Economic Partnership 
Agreement), he said, adding that 
such economic frameworks should be 
maintained so that the United States 
would be able to return or join 
anytime in the future.

Shinohara referred to the results of 
an opinion survey, conducted by a 
Singapore think tank , covering the 
10 ASEAN member states, in which 
Japan is ranked first as the "most 
reliable country," and China is 
named as the "most politically and 
strategically influential country." 
Despite the decline in its economic 
and military might, Japan could 
contribute to the international 
community in its own way," the 
former IMF official said.

For instance, Japan is known as "a 
leading developed country in 
confronting various global and other 
issues humankind faces today," he 
said. It will be of paramount 
importance for Japan to create an 
international framework in which it 
shares its problems with other 
countries and find solutions to the 
issues together with them," 
Shinohara proposed. 



Panelists: 
NobumasaNobumasaNobumasaNobumasa AkiyamaAkiyamaAkiyamaAkiyama
（Professor, Hitotsubashi University)
Hironori HamanakaHironori HamanakaHironori HamanakaHironori Hamanaka
（Special Research Advisor at the 
Institute for Global Environmental 
Strategies (IGES) ,Former Vice-
Minister for Global Environmental 
Affairs ）
Tomoo YamauchiTomoo YamauchiTomoo YamauchiTomoo Yamauchi
(Government cyber security policy 
expert)
Tetsuya Watanabe Tetsuya Watanabe Tetsuya Watanabe Tetsuya Watanabe 
(Minister of Economy, Trade and 
Industry (METI))

Moderated  by:
Yasushi KudoYasushi KudoYasushi KudoYasushi Kudo
(President, The Genron NPO)

"The globalized world faces various 
cross-border, non-traditional issues 
such as cyber-governance and other 
problems arising from technological 
innovation, and there needs to be an 
international cooperative framework 
and new rules.”

Kudo asked the four participants how 

they felt about the statement, and 
how they would evaluate 
international cooperative efforts 
implemented over the previous year.
Akiyama suggested that evaluating 
how well international cooperation 
worked depended on how much 
national interests converged. He also 
added that many major powers may 
be seeing competition as more 
beneficial, with some countries 
possibly believing that, "The risk of 
being betrayed while cooperating 
outweighs the benefits."

Akiyama pointed out that the U.S. 
return to unilateral policies is 
problematic, but the U.S. stance is "a 
consequence of the international 
community relying so heavily on the 
U.S."

Hamanaka stated that in some ways, 
multilateral governance efforts 
through the United Nations had 
functioned as designed. While U.S. 
President Donald Trump announced 
that his country would be 
withdrawing from the Paris 
Agreement, Hamanaka emphasized
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that a sub-national movement to 
adhere to the accord is spreading
among businesses and within local 
and state governments in the U.S. 

However, he also noted that while the 
long-term targets of the Paris 
Agreement are extremely high, there 
is insufficient drive within each 
country to meet those targets. There 
is no clear path forward, and, "No one 
is likely to step up and lead the 
effort."

Kudo looked to Watanabe and asked 
whether people are questioning the 
very essence of globalization itself. 
Watanabe responded in the 
affirmative, pointing to the various 
global trends, including the tariffs 
implemented by the Trump 
administration and Brexit, 
explaining that, "Post-war, countries 
prospered on the promise that the 
global system would expand world 
markets. However, gaps between the 
rules and the world economic reality, 
between the rules and technological 
innovation, suddenly appeared in 
2018 and 2019, and now the rules-
based system of international 
commerce is being questioned.“

Kudo expanded the questioning, 
suggesting that multilateralism and 
the free order may be approaching a 
major turning point.

Akiyama responded in terms of the 
"nuclear order," reminding those 
gathered that the issue of nuclear 
weapon development by Iran and 
North Korea is not a new one. The 
issue became more tangible, he 
believes, "because the current system 
stopped functioning." He added that 
the U.S.-Russia relationship during 
the Cold War supported the global 
governance structure, but that sense 
of security has since disappeared. 

Particularly for Russia, he explained, 
to a certain extent the arms control 
framework was a means of 
maintaining parity with the U.S., but 
as the gap between the U.S. and 
Russia became more apparent and 
the Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces (INF) Treaty broke down, it 
changed form, and became an 
incentive for considering an 
antagonistic stance against the U.S.
"At that point it was no longer 
possible to disregard North Korea 
and Iran," he said. "Whether from the 
perspective of rules-based governance 
or power-based governance, there 
were approaching the limits."
In response to a question from Kudo 
about the potentially declining 
influence of non-state actors, 
Hamanaka described an issue that 
has been recently drawing more 
attention.

"We have started to see more action 
on the part of state (i.e. non-national) 
governments in the U.S., and on the 
part of local governments, companies 
and investors, and other non-national 
government actors in Japan," he said. 
"I think we may need to find a way of 
incorporating their voices - to find a 
multi-layered system of governance 
in which a diverse array of actors can 
participate."

The discussion moved to cyber-
governance, about which government 
cyber security policy expert Tomoo
Yamauchi said, "There needs to be a 
fundamental understanding of 
whether or not cyberspace can 
actually enrich people's lives."
The cybersecurity strategy proposed 
by the Japanese government last 
year is based on the premise that to 
enrich humanity and society through 
the use of cyberspace, cyber security 
must ensure that is safe and 
sustainable.
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Yamauchi said that one problem with 
cyberspace rules is how national 
sovereignty comes into the equation, 
and this is an issue of contention 
between some national governments. 
Japan's position is that as the 
internet is borderless, free circulation 
of information should be permitted, 
whereas China and Russia believe 
the sovereignty of the state should be 
recognized. Yamauchi said that a 
number of different groups at the 
U.N. will be coming together at the 
end of this year to look into resolving 
this situation, but Yamauchi is 
unsure how far developed countries 
can continue supporting developing 
countries without neither the 
sufficient knowledge of cybersecurity 
nor industry, all while compromising 
with China and Russia.

Akiyama stated that he sees three 
dangers regarding the international 
framework for non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons. First, while the 
minimum objective is to prevent the 
proliferation of nuclear-armed states, 
if Trump gives North Korea de facto 
recognition as a nuclear power, that 
movement to obtain nuclear weapons 
will spread throughout the Middle 
East.

The second danger lies in the fact 
that the arms control framework 
between the U.S. and Russia has 
broken down, whereas the third 
danger is that the division of opinion 
between nuclear powers and non-
nuclear powers regarding the nuclear 
weapon ban treaty is widening, and 
the system is now unstable due to the 
various major challenges it faces on 
several quarters.

"The consensus in the international 
community over nuclear weapons is 
breaking down," Akiyama warned.
However, Akiyama believes that 
Japan has a role to play as the only 

country to have experienced the 
destruction wrought by an atomic 
bomb: it should use its geopolitical 
position at the crossroads of multiple 
nuclear powers to become a key 
player.

Regarding climate change, 
Hamanaka noted that last year's 
COP24 helped avoid the worst-case 
scenario of seeing the Paris 
Agreement falling apart, but 
suggested that it was only a 
temporary salve, not a cure, partly 
because there has been no progress in 
introducing increased CO2 reduction 
targets or other necessary 
resolutions.
He pointed out that no country is 
taking a leadership role to resolve the 
issue. Although the U.S. was a 
driving force behind the initial Paris 
Agreement, it is now turning its back 
on the treaty, and it has become more 
difficult for the international 
community to implement a united 
effort.

Regarding issues surrounding 
cybertechnologies, Yamauchi believes 
the current situation is due to a lack 
of proper communication. A dialogue 
is necessary, but he also wonders if 
there is enough motivation to fix the 
issues, noting that the fact that 
China is an advanced country when it 
comes to internet technologies. Its 
willingness to work with the global 
community in building a harmonized 
rule structure is unknown and that 
could lead to major problems in the 
future.

Meanwhile, Watanabe believes that 
while the system of commerce is also 
facing challenges, this is a "chance to 
build a commercial order based on 
new rules." He reminded the forum 
that part of the reason behind the 
strain in global commerce was the 
WTO's inability to update itself in 
response to the increasing gap
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between the rules and reality, and he 
said that an update is absolutely 
essential. As regional-level rules-
based frameworks like TPP and the 
Japan-EU EPA are moving forward, 
Watanabe emphasized that such 
successes can be reflected in WTO 
policy and in systems that are even 
more multilateral in nature.
Kudo's final question to the panelists 
was about their opinions on global 
priorities in 2019.

Hamanaka suggested that the 
priority should be placed on climate 
change, his own speciality. While he 
had offered a slightly pessimistic 
view earlier in the discussion, he 
pointed out that UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres is actively 
tackling climate change issues, and a 
climate change summit is planned for 
September 2019. Other major events 
taking place this year will also 
provide opportunities to promote 

international cooperation on the 
issue.

Akiyama and Watanabe pointed to 
their own specialities as also worthy 
of prioritization, but also included 
cybersecurity due to its connection to 
other important issues such as 
national security and the economy.

Yamauchi agreed with that point, 
adding that as the ties between the 
real world and cyberspace grow 
stronger, IT has both the potential to 
enrich and damage people's lives. In 
order to avoid the latter, there is an 
urgent need for the creation of rules 
and a governing structure.

Kudo brought the session to an end 
by stating his hope that a forum for 
the discussion of global issues can 
eventually be built in Japan.
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Panelists: 
Yuji MiyamotoYuji MiyamotoYuji MiyamotoYuji Miyamoto
(Former Ambassador to China)
Makoto IokibeMakoto IokibeMakoto IokibeMakoto Iokibe
(Chancellor, University of Hyogo)
Ichiro FujisakiIchiro FujisakiIchiro FujisakiIchiro Fujisaki
(Japan's former ambassador to the 
U.S.)
Tatsuo YamazakiTatsuo YamazakiTatsuo YamazakiTatsuo Yamazaki
(Former Japanese Vice Minister of 
Finance for International Affairs)
Masanori Masanori Masanori Masanori NishiNishiNishiNishi
(Former Administrative Vice-
Minister of Defense) 
Yusuke MiuraYusuke MiuraYusuke MiuraYusuke Miura
(Chief Economist of Mizuho Research 
Institute)

Moderated  by:
Yasushi KudoYasushi KudoYasushi KudoYasushi Kudo
(President, The Genron NPO)

In opening the session, Kudo 
presented the impressions he had 
gathered through discussions with 
lawmakers, commercial and security 
specialists, and other connected to 

Congress during visits to 
Washington, D.C., and other cities. 
He explaining that the harsher U.S. 
position toward China has not come 
only from President Donald Trump's 
interest in trade imbalances and 
other issues. A harsh atmosphere can 
be felt among members of Congress 
from both parties, and among 
industry leaders, he said, adding, 
"Many people are thinking that it will 
be difficult to incorporate China into 
the rules-based order,“

As organizer and moderator of the 
debate session, Kudo asked each 
participant to provide their opinion of 
the nature of the U.S.-China conflict.
Miyamoto described the current U.S. 
reaction as a "natural" one. "The U.S. 
hegemony has lasted for 70 years 
since the end of World War II, and for 
the first time, there is a country with 
the power to challenge that status 
quo.“

Miyamoto thinks the U.S. is in 
serious crisis, and it stands to lose if 
it lags behind China technologically.
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"That might be why the U.S. taking 
up the challenge of trying to hold 
China in check," he suggested. He 
noted that while he thinks "China is 
trying to catch up to the U.S.," he is 
unknown if China is trying to build 
its own hegemony.

Iokibe offered an additional, similar 
perspective.
"China is a tougher challenge for the 
U.S. than Germany was before World 
War II or the Soviet Union was after 
the war," he said. China hopes to be 
on equal footing with the U.S. by the 
mid-21st century, and is continuously 
adjusting its path forward in the 
world as it figures out what it can 
and cannot do. While some are saying 
that the U.S. can no longer keep 
China in check, Iokibe believes a 
concerted effort is needed because 
liberal democracy cannot be allowed 
to fail.

Fujisaki said, "I think the trade 
issues will be resolved with some 
considerable concessions by China, 
but the technological conflict will 
remain."

Fujisaki believes that showing a 
kinder attitude toward China would 
be a fatal error for candidates in the 
run-up to the 2020 U.S. presidential 
election, but, "even if a new 
administration is elected and a policy 
reset becomes possible, the U.S. will 
likely continue to present a united 
front as it faces off against China.“

Yamazaki described the ultimate 
result of China's entry into the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) in 1972 as 
a "betrayal." U.S. Vice President 
Michael Pence's gave a speech in 
October 2018 during which he called 
out the Chinese government for being 
behind added tariffs, currency 
manipulation, and intellectual 
property theft, and for Yamazaki, 

that speech points to the heart of the 
U.S.-China conflict. "However, that 
mindset is not shared by the Trump 
administration as a whole," he noted.
Nishi said, "China has spent many 
years cultivating its own world view, 
and it is completely incompatible 
with the international legal order 
built by the West. The West has been 
under the impression that China will 
eventually be convinced to come to its 
way of thinking, but China has no 
intention of doing so, and continues 
to take advantage of the free ride 
being offered. Once the U.S. realized 
this, the U.S.-China conflict became 
inevitable."

"Even if the U.S. makes concessions, 
the result will be the same if China is 
unwilling to change its own 
principles," he added. "The situation 
can only become worse, but I don't 
think China has any intention of 
changing its principles or its view of 
the world, and I honestly have no 
idea how long it will take to resolve 
this.“

Miura, who specializes in Chinese 
economics, offered a counterpoint, 
saying, "Globalization is partly 
behind China's rise, so they are 
unable to ignore the rest of the 
world.“

Miura added that the issue is more 
complex than previously discussed, 
as the development of supply chains 
and manufacturing industries are 
connected to increased national 
security. There are also many other 
issues that are related to China's own 
system, including technology 
transfer, intellectual property rights, 
and state subsidies.

At this point, Kudo noted that 
intensified conflict will increase the 
risk to the global economy, and asked
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the panelists their opinions on
whether they can see a path to a 
future compromise, or if they think a 
divided world is inevitable.

Miura believes that China will not 
change its current system, though it 
is doing what it can do while still 
maintaining its right to develop 
itself. He is, however, hopeful. "Even 
if China is unwilling to change its 
system, the Communist Party 
leadership is made up of elderly 
politicians, and I think the global 
perspective is something that 
younger people can understand," he 
explained. "By the point those young 
people replace those in power now, it 
will be possible to rethink the system 
in place.“

Yamazaki described how China 
developed its industries primarily 
through state-owned companies, but, 
"for the biggest global economies, it is 
unfair to have a state nurturing its 
own economy through subsidies and 
other means when operating under 
the rules of free capital. This is where 
the problem lies.“

Like Nishi before him, Miyamoto 
expressed some puzzlement about 
what China's ideology and worldview 
actually are, but he also touched 
upon China's potential for change, 
suggesting that revolution will likely 
come from within. He referred to the 
aforementioned speech made by Vice-
President Pence, pointing out the 
U.S. seems willing to accept China if 
it returns to its policy of reform, and 
respects freedom and political rights.
"The U.S. is not necessarily 
renouncing Communist Party rule 
itself," he said, suggesting that the 
door for China to join the western 
system is being left open.

For Kudo's final question, he asked 
the participants to describe the 
position they think Japan should 
take.

Miura emphasized that the existing 
rules are severely distorted and 
Japan should work to bring China 
into the discussions on how to fix it. 
Yamazaki's suggestion was similar, 
in that he argued that with the U.S. 
currently turning away from 
multilateral rule-making, this is an 
opportunity for Japan to take the 
lead in guiding the process. The goal, 
to Yamazaki, should be to convince 
China a multilateral framework will 
be more beneficial than bilateral 
negotiations with the U.S.

Nishi noted that the problem lies in 
how sanctions will be handled if 
China does not join the discussion on 
rules-making, and Fujisaki reflected 
that even if China is asked to abide 
by international rules, it will be 
difficult to convince them to do so 
with the U.S. currently neglecting the 
rules it helped create.

At the same time, it will difficult for 
the U.S. to radically rethink the rules 
in the current circumstances, he said. 
Therefore, he warned, Japan "should 
take its time as it tries to find a 
solution.“

Iokibe pointed out that the worst-case 
scenario for Japan would be if the 
U.S.-China conflict developed into a 
full-blown war, and suggested that 
Japan could play a role similar to 
that played by the United Kingdom 
when the post-war order was being 
envisioned at the conclusion of World 
War II.
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The stability of the Abe government 
is highly regarded worldwide, he 
suggested, and Japan should use that 
strength to actively take on a 
coordinating role.

Miyamoto stated that many 
economists agree that without drastic 
economic structural reform China 
faces a bleak future, and suggested 
that the WTO and other 
international organizations are 
making proposals for Chinese reform 
based upon that belief. At the same 
time, he noted that many people 
within China are making the same 
observation, and, reiterating his 

expectation that change in China will 
likely come from within, said that the 
power required for such a 
transformation may lie with those 
individuals.

Kudo shared his belief that the world 
has an opportunity to create a new, 
updated version of the liberal order, 
and stated that he eagerly awaited 
the Tokyo Forum 2019, expressing 
his hope that it could provide the 
plan needed for such a renewal. With 
that, Kudo brought the discussion, 
and subsequently the three-session 
pre-forum, to an end.
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The Tokyo Conference 2019 was covered by various media organizations. Five
international and Japanese newspapers and online news services reported the
conference.

Tokyo Conference Tokyo Conference Tokyo Conference Tokyo Conference 2019 2019 2019 2019 Media CoverageMedia CoverageMedia CoverageMedia Coverage
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Asahi Shinbun, March 3, 2019

Media Coverage



レイアウトテストレイアウトテストレイアウトテストレイアウトテスト

Mainichi Shinbun, March 7, 2019

80

The Straits Times (Singapore), March 3, 2019
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The Sankei News (On-Line), March 3, 2019

JI JI.Com (On-Line), March 3, 2019

Media Coverage



レイアウトテストレイアウトテストレイアウトテストレイアウトテスト

Mainichi  Shimbun, April 10, 2019

82



レイアウトテストレイアウトテストレイアウトテストレイアウトテスト

About About About About 

The Genron NPOThe Genron NPOThe Genron NPOThe Genron NPO

83

About The Genron NPO

The Genron NPO is a non-profit, independent think tank based in Japan. Established in 

2001 as the only venue in the country for responsible and future-oriented debate, The 

Genron NPO has sought to strengthen democracy in Japan, promote peace and stability in 

Northeast Asia, and develop solutions for pressing global issues. The institution was 

founded by Yasushi Kudo, the former editor-in-chief of a political journal titled “Ronso 

Toyo Keizai.” The advisory board of The Genron NPO consists of 13 prominent Japanese 

leaders from various fields. The institution is representative of the Japanese intellectual 

network, with over 7000 registered experts and more than 500 Japanese opinion leaders 

involved in its activities. The Genron NPO is a member institution of an international think 

tank network, the Council of Councils, since its establishment in 2012.

Our Missions:
Strengthen Democracy with the Power of Debate

The Genron NPO is the only institution that has taken such initiative to conduct research 

and the evaluations of party pledges made in every general election, and evaluate each 

administration’s performance in 12 policy areas annually to monitor their progress. 

Conduct Civil Diplomacy to Promote Peace and Stability in Northeast Asia

Concerned about the absence of effective inter-governmental diplomacy in Northeast Asia, 

The Genron NPO established the “Tokyo-Beijing Forum” as a platform for civil diplomacy 

amid heightened Japan-China tensions in 2005. Each year, over 3000 people attend the 

forum, which has served as a unique bilateral platform for substantive intra-regional 

discussion for the past 13 years, and the forum has been widely covered by media outlets. 

President Xi Jinping has acknowledged our Track II diplomacy, calling it “non-governmental 

diplomacy”.

The Genron NPO also established the “Japan-Korea Future Dialogue” in 2013, and the 

“Japan-U.S.-China-ROK dialogue” on Northeast Asian security and public opinion in 2015. 

Recognizing the importance of public attitudes towards regional affairs for the 

implementation of pragmatic solutions, we also conduct annual multinational opinion polls 

in Japan, China, and South Korea. The Japan-China public opinion poll in particular is the 

only periodical dataset existing that analyzes public opinion in China over the past 13 

years.

Organize Cross-Cutting Platforms to Discuss Pressing Global Agenda 

The Genron NPO continuously strives to facilitate responsible domestic and international 

dialogue to tackle pertinent challenges facing the international community. In March 2017, 

we launched the “Tokyo Conference,” the first discussion platform in Japan that addresses  

global agenda with top international think tanks representing 10 major countries. With the 

intention to protect common international norms such as democracy and individual 

freedom as the basis of international cooperation, the results of the debates at the Tokyo 

Conference were synthesized into a proposal that was submitted to the Japanese 

government and the Italian government as the 2017 G7 host. 
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Peace in Northeast Asia

Tokyo-Beijing Forum and The Japan-Korea Future Dialogue

A prime Track 2 dialogue between Japan and China, and between Japan and ROK 

for problem -solving and discussing the future of bilateral relationship and peace 

building in Northeast Asia region. 

Global issue

The Tokyo Conference

The Tokyo Conference is to discuss the solution to the issues the world faces today

from the stand point of fostering the norms and principles such as individual

freedom, democracy and multilateralism as the basis for the international

cooperation and global order.

Democracy

World Democracy Dialogue

The Genron NPO has initiated the debate over the state of democracy in Asia and 

around the world. The discussion aims at analyzing the challenges to democracy, 

and mapping and clarifying the future direction of Asian and global democracy. 

Our initiatives:
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